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OWI to 
In Occupied Lan 


Office of War Information plans to 


turn over to U. S. major companies 
job of distributing films in occupied 
countries as soon as possible, similar 
to setup current in North Africa, and | 
soon due in Italy with the occupa- | 
tion of Rome, so Robert L. Riskin, | 
head of the overseas motion picture 
branch of the OWI, stated yesterday 
(11) mn from four and 
one-hall abroad, during 
: probed operations of his 


Norih Africa, Sicily 


upon his retu 
months 
which he 
unit in England 
Italy. 

3ecause of 


value, 


ancl 
the lack of exchange 
moneys garnered by the ex- 
hibition in North Africa. Sicily and 
S. pictures are frozen and 
‘id in escrow by the Govern- 
amongst the dis- 
adjustments in 


effected ata 


ment to be divided 
vhen economic 
countries are 
later date. 
The 40 films originally chosen by 
the OWI! for « 


countries will be 


shibition in occupied 
augmented shortly 
at Riskn’s request. he declared, to 
take care of the greater needs ex- 
pected when the European invasion 
Starts He several weeks in 
London working with the 
-logical Warfare Board of 
of which the OWI is a part in mili- 
tary areas, in the setting up of dis- 
tribution facilities for U. S. film pro- 


spent 


the Army, 


duct in Europe. Maj. Arthur Loew 
is expected to head this office. 
Italian people, who had not seen 


an American or 
four vears, 


British picture in 
impressed with the 


diversion films on exhibition. OWI 


ere 


plan is to select films which present 
the American way of life in a favor- 
able light, as well as for their enter- 
tainment value. but w ith only a 


“peppering” of propaganda, although 

the Italian people do accept 

propaganda pictures. 
Although prefer 


subtle 


they pix with 


(Continued on page 22) 


‘OVER 21,’ ‘OKLAHOMA’ 
IST WARFRONT LEGITS 


tegit presentations to hit the 
war tronts, under USO-Camp Shows 
aad the Special Service auspices. | 
Will be Max Gordon's “Over and 


Theatre Guild's “Oklahoma.” ‘21’ 
will be first to gO overseas, 
Casting and organization has al- 
started, while two 
companies started audi- 
yesterday (11) at the St. 
s theatre, N. Y. 


been 
“Oklahoma” 
tions 

Jame 


The Guild. Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein II, made the 


“Oklahoma” showings possible by 
releasing performance rights witi- 
oul compensation, while agreeing to 
supervise the selection and training 
of both troupes. Expected that 10 
or 12 actors will be selected for each 
Company, with GIs filling in the cast 


at the various spots. Compact. 
. 
Portable scenery will be shipped 


with the troupes aud a piano player 
Will provide the foundation for the 
Music with GI musicians 
Utilized whenever available. 


Psycho- | 


being | 


Let Majors Distrib Films 


ds, Says Bob Riskin 


TURF RIDER PERMANE 
FORMERLY OF VAUDE 


Revealed in Miami that Bobby 
Permane, sensational jockey who 
won 15 races in three days at Trop- 


v 


NITER 


Distillers Back Bistros 
Educational Campaign to 
Help Eradicate Juvenile 
Delinquency 


ical Park last week, started as an 
actor. A reporter there dubbed him 
“the Sinatra of the Saddle.” Still! 
a kid. Permane. who started riding 
at Jamaica track Monday (10), was | 
born of vaudeville parents in Cam- | 


den, N. J. 

He appeared 
radio here and in 
father being a conc 
trapeze artist. 
definitely 


vaudeville and on 
Ausiralia, his 
‘tina player and 
His mother 
professional 


comic 
says he 

talent but 
adding that while 
at his choice. “he seems to be 


has 

prefers riding racehorses, 
she’s disappointed 
get- 
ting 


top 


Ifa Lotta Wives Had 
New Easter Bonnets, 
Here's Reason Why 


While “Life Wit ather’ (Em- 


pire. N. Y. and “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” (Hudson, N. Y.) are rated the 
top money mak among Broad- 
vay’s current shows that have mul- 

ple s ( s*paid its 


angels 16 times t amounts they 


invested). other shows with similar 
managerial se Vs ave refunded 
heftv sums to fors. “Arsenic.” 


by the wav. ! ( fit distribu- 
tion fo. LO tne Snow 
made mon enough to 
bother about®” “Father” is believed 
to have earned eve times as 


much as “Arsenic” and is in its fifth 
year. 

Among othe winners 
right by their bac! 
the World” ‘(Ba 
$100.000 to date and 


doing al- 
} “Tomorrow 
Drama has 
$30.- 


noie? 


made ove! 


000 was yng the angels 
last weel that rep senting tne 
earnings for Ma Inc ed Wa 
$10.000 paid the agement b} 
Hunt Stromberg for Ratph Bellamy’s 

‘ ] left 


‘Tomorrow’ contra Bellamy 


‘Tomorrow” for a Stromberg film 

Ziegte Fo (Imperial), 
vhic} 1 Dp. too 
is paving off in good amounts. 


Vic Meyers Tired of ‘2d 


Fiddle’; May Go for Ist 


April 11. 
band leader 
almost 12 
lieutenant 


Seattle 
Vic Meyers, iormer 
and drummer, but foi 
years doing a side job as 
governor of says he is 
“tired of playing second fiddle” and 
will maybe throw his hat in the ring 
this fall in the race for governor. 

' His opponent would be Gov. 

Langlie. 

These two opposed each other a 
couple years ago for mayor of 
j Seattle. Langlie won. 


this state, 


REMOVE BISTROS’ ONUS 


By NAT KAHN 


Sparked by the nation’s more than 
225,000 dispensers of liquor, includ- 
ing over 70,000 nightclubs, the liquor 
industry begun a 


has program to 


help eradicate the juvenile delin- 
quency wave in the U. S. At the 
|same time, it would defend itself 


| Juvenile delinquency, 


from increasing attacks of the past 
two 

With their official spokesman, 
Allied Liquor Industries, Inc., fune- 
tioning in a survey to determine 
what are the causes of 


years. 


the 


actually 
the liquor in- 
dustry ‘ 


is emphasizing that it's all a 


(Continued on page 16) 


Red Dust, Dog Actor, 
Dies After Poison Dese; 


Bob Williams Retires 


Chicago, April 


Bob Williams wa forced to retire 


from the Chicago theatre bill a: 

hoay business last Saturday (8) fol- 
lowing the death of Red Dust, dog 
that has been the main cov of his 


act for many years. Animal got 
mixed up with some rat poison 
although a veterinarian worked over 
it all night, he died. 

Williams ha 


and, 


trained an- 


d never 


other dog to replace Red Dust, so 
he is without an act He was get- 
ting $1.250 at the Chicago and was 
just begin: Ing tne seco eek of 
a two-week run when the acc 


happened 


JOE HAZEN, WB V.P., 
RESIGNING THIS MONTH 


Josep! H Hazen, Wainei Bro 
veepee, Is resignin from tne con 
{pany within the mont! His plans 
are indef. although it may evolve 
into an independent film production 


deal. 


Hazen has been with WB over 10 
years. As a legalist he was the 
company’s prime Wa: ne con- 


; tact, 
kindred legislative matter 
Incidentally, Hazen’s leave-taking 
completes the d “cyt 
three.” considering Hal B. Wal! 


especially on 


A. W. Schwalberg’s departures from 
| WB. The latter. v.p. of Vitagraph 
Inc., and manager of exc! pera- 


tions. shifted to International 


| tures last week. 


_ COAST GUARD REVUE’S 


| 


CURB WILD KIDS 


Advertisers’ $64,000,000 Television 


Question on Production Expenses 


13 WEEKS OF VAUDE 


“Tars and Spars,” Coast Guard re- 
vue (reviewed in this issue), will 
play a 13-week string of deluxe vaud- 
film houses in the north. Financial 
arrangement for these dates calls for 
a salary equaling only the cost of its 
construction, transportation and 
housing for the 65-people troupe. It 


|is due into the N. Y. Strand May 35. 
Prior to the N. Y. booking the 
show plays Jacksonville. Fla.: War- 
ner Bros.’ Earle, Philadelphia. and 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, and also 


booked into Loew’s Capitol, Wash- 
ington. D. C.: Cleveland, Chicago, et 
al. Show carries a line of girls en- 
listed in the CG, plus Victor Mature, 
for whom new s being 
written before it comes nort] 


material 


Actors Draw Up Petition 
To World-Telly, Protest 
Tirade Vs. Annabella 


A petition addressed to Roy How- 


ard publishei ol the New York 
Telegram, and Lee B. Wood, execu- 
tive editor. ha beet circulat! 
among Broa a actors protesting 
the recent “tirade” of the heet 
drama critic, Burton Rascoe, against 
Annabella for he performance in 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” cur- 
entl at Bech theat! Re 
el on ec i 
reniaced§ the Theatre G ld ould 
have a flop on its hand The play 
has been playing to stande¢ ince 
opening Rascoe also stated in his 


the French actre 
She di 
castor-oil with re 


that 


notice that 
made him ill 
bottle of 


patched him a 
‘ret 


Understood the petition ha 


not been sent to the World-Telly 
and may be dropped, although it 
aid to contain around 106 igna- 
res. The protest briefly sets fort 
Jaco ) } ot 
ol tne dail. a 0 
prou p at a recent Equity 
coune! ion here t} ov 
on pa 22 


of Air Basis 
Of J. Steei’s News Stint 


Not having ell 
right sponsor, Electronic 
Corp. of America, of Johanne 
WMCA (N. Y.} news 
will plug its 
and the right of radio commentators 

uncensored material. Onening 
announcement will fact 
that Steel's commentar: uncen- 
sored and that sponsor believes that 
all commentators should work 
such conditions 

Sponsor takes 


Monday (17). 


any product to 


now. new 
Steel, 
commentator, 
labor relations record 
to air 


empnasiZze 


under 


over the se 


By DON WALSH 

Romantic aspects of television— 
the “infant industry, great future, 
unequalled audience response” biz— 
and kindred facets undeniably are 
responsible for today’s hoopla and 
ballyhoo, but the guy who's going to 
pay the bills, the hard-headed busi- 
man, doesn't go for 
mance angle. 


ness that ro- 

He wants to know how much tele- 
vision Js going to cost 
vertise his products. But he can’t 
find anybody to give him the 
swer to the $64,000,000 question. 

Tele super-salesmen seem to forget 


him to ad- 


ali- 


one very important fact-and that is 
that most national advertisers are 
doing pretty well right now with 
the mediums at their comman a 


Through 
papers, etc., clients are 
audiences and, 


1 
they nave a 


broadcasting, mags. news- 
reaching vast 
what is im- 
pretty 
idea of how much this coverage costs 
in terms of $$ per 1,000 consumers. 


How much per 1,000 is tele adver- 


portant good 


tising going to run when operations 
really get rolling on a wide cover- 
age basis? Present dav commercial 
tele is being handled on a ridiculous- 
lv low basi with half-hour video 


available in N. Y. for as 
$100. This, of 


derstandable 


package: 


lie 
iittie a course, IS Une 


auring the nresent ex- 


how eem directly in re- 


future tele shows will 


Rate Cards Unknown Quantity 


No estimate of tele network rate 
card ca be m nat tint 
Ven take ea i cost of 
relay cO-axlal cable equipment, 
personnel, eic., become a realit B 
it” obviou that the expense of 
hooking up nets, regional or nation- 
al. for relaying of wide-band sight 
and sound signals will run well ahead 


of present-d phone wire hockups. 
A look at straight tudio cost 
cast, directors, camera grips. pi 
(Continued on page 22) 


SOUNDPIX ‘PEEP SHOWS’ 
ARMY CAMP BONANZA 


ago. April 4 


A t 0 has 

ru ip ere 
‘amp are nd { 1 hea 
pla It ha been conservatively 
estimated, by vending machine dis- 


nd 8,000 of 
operation 


tributors, that aroi the 


shows are in througnout 


the country. Idea originated on the 


Coast 


Operators have taken used Pano- 


ram 3-minute film machines and 
converted them into the peep show 
units. Unlike the operation of the 


machine, 
could see the 
ion gimmick al- 
customer to view tee 
hear the 


Original Panoram where 
everyone in the room 
the 
only the 
although all can 


Some 


used on 


picture. convel 


lows 
pictures, 
sounds. 


suplects at 


snappy 


the machines, 


| cording to the locations. 
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VARIETY 
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Screen Writers Propose That M. P. 


Alliance Clarify Aims, Purposes: 


Hollywood, April ll. 
Resolution by James K. McGuin- | 
ness that the Screen Writers Guild 
recommend its executive board to Hollywood, April 11. 
appoint a committee to discuss with When George Brent wound up 
the Motion Picture Alliance its aims | his role in “My Reputation” at 
and purposes was nulled by mem-} Warners he completed his seven- 


bers of the Guild at its meeting last | year contract but it took him 12 


night tMon.). They also called for; years. Extra five years were con- 
meeting of entire industry, includ- | sumed by suspensions. 


12 for Seven 


ing producers, Guilds and unions to 

discuss purposes and the aims of the | 

Alliance. W h ll Fil § t 
Resolution was also adopted con- | inche lies ul 

demning statement that the film in- | 


dustry is “dominated by ec For $250,000 Against 
isis, radicals a ‘rackpots.” Reaf- 
i radicals and crackpo € | Hoffman in F Court 


firming confidence in their executive 
board, Guild *members recommend- | 
ed that the SWG join other unions, | Walter W inchell charged that he 

roducers, eic., to devise means of | WS held up “to public scorn, hatred, 
ridicule, contempt, shame and dis- 


combating “such irresponsible state- 


ments” in future. 
man, of Michigan, filed Monday (10) 
in N. Y. Federal Court. Suit is based 


Abbott-Costello Lay Off on allegation purportedly made by 


° -M the Congressman saying the Navy 

13 Wks.; Durante oore should oust Winchell as a Naval re- 

P Mi S 0 serve officer, in an article published 

rogram ay tay n March 16 in the Marcellus (Mich.) 
Hollywood, April 11. | News. 

Abbott and Costello are taking a; Complaint states that Winchell en- 
13-week hiatus this summer from! joys a wide public and charges that 
their Thursday night NBC show, , Hoffman's article under the headline 
with the Wm. Esty agency, which | “statements of facts from Washing- 
handles the account for Camel ci- | ton” was furnished the newspaper so 
garets, currently seeking a replace- | it would publish “the false and de- 
ment. {| famatory matter.” 

Although no _ decision’s been | Hoffman intended, 
reached yet, there’s a likelihood that 
the Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore] “un-American, unreliable and a 
Friday night CBS show for Camel's | party to a conspiracy to undermine 
will continue throughout the sum-| the confidence of the general public 
mer. If so, it'll emanate from the! in the U. S. government.” 

Coast, where the Schnozzle_ will | 


on | ON SONNY TUFTS’ PACT 
POLA NEGRI’S MIAMI | Wed sult 

NITE CLUB WALKOUT « agency's commission on Sonny 


Leo Morrison, Inec., demanding half 
Tufts’ Paramount contract. 


Hakim contends he_ introduced 


Lou Walters has filed complaint | 


with American Guild of Variety Ar- | Tufts to agency and verbal agree- | 
tists citing breach of contract against | ment was in effect to split commis- | 


Pola Negri. Latter was booked to’ sions on all clients he brought in. 
play the Latin Quarter, Miami, start- | 
ing on March 30. Delayed by plane | ° 
and train from Los Angeles, she in- Morrison to Operate 
formed Walters she would leave New | ; 

Myron Selznick Agcy. 


York on Saturday (1), arriving in | 
Hollywood, April 11. 


Miami to open om Sunday (2), three | 

days late. Walters took ads in the | 

Miami dailics explaining the delay. David O. Selznick, administrator 
Miss Negri then informed him that for the estate of his brother, an- 


she would have to postpone it an- | nounced today (Tues.) that Charles | 


other three days, and then still an- | Morrison would assume charge of 


other three, finally stating that her | the Myron Selznick agency as his | 


doctor said she was suffering from a | representative, and would carry out 
nervous breakdown and that she) his instructions to perpetuate the 
would have to forego the date. By name and continuance of agency. 
this time Walters was unwilling to | Morrison, himself a former agent in 
go through with the engagement | New York, is proprietor of the Mo- 
anyway, but he was forced to call it | cambo here. Morrison will take over 
a sczson two weeks earlier than ex- | reins of Selznick agency immedi- 
pected. ately. 

Claim was not clarified by Walters, | Incidentally, he’s married to Dora 
but AGVA interprets his complaint | Joyce, widow of Frank Joyce, who 
as calling for $3,000, Miss Negri's sal- |; was Myron Selznick’s original part- 
ary for two weeks, plus additional | ner. 
damages for exploitation and em- | 


parra&sment. 

| | ‘ Chas. Schnee Set By U 
Pat Kirkland, Don Murphy Pittsburgh, April 11. 
Top New Gil Miller Play taywright Charles Schnee. 


brother of actress Thelma Schnee 


Title of new F. Hugh Herbert} and who authored “Apology.” in| 


comedy, which Gilbert Miller will | which his sister and Elissa Landi ap- 
produce, is now “Make It Last.” | peared on Broadway last season, has 
Meiro owns previously - suggested | janded on the Coast with a writing 
Play goes into rehearsal end of jy x unit headed by Milton 

next week. Leads are Pat Kirk- scehwartzwald. 

land, 18-year-old daughter of play- | 
wright Jack Kirkland and actress 
Nancy Carroll, and Donald Murphy, 


title. “You'll Never Know.” contract at Universal. He's working | 


Miss Schnee, a graduate of the 
Carnegie Tech Drama School here, 
is also in Hollywood, where she re- 
cently tested at Warners for her 
original role in “The Corn Is Green.” 


| 


Nauiical Tieup 


Bobby Clark. siar of Mike Todd's | @. ‘ ’ 
“Mexican Hayride’ at the Winter ‘Sinatra Anchors at M-G 
Garden, N. Y., is hosting his boss at | Frank Sinatra returns to the 


a Lambs informal gambol this Sat- | Coast by May ,14 to start a film for 
urday night (15). the prime feature | Metro, “Anchors Aweigh.” His RKO 
of which will be Todd shown wear- | contract permits one outside chore a 
ing his sailor suit—with $2.50 Coro- | year, but this is in the nature of a 
has to match. | loanout. 

Clark literally has water on the | 
knee, which promoted Joe Laurie, 
Jr.. to crack, “That's certainly a 
nautical tieup when your boss is set 
for the Navy.” 


Return west eliminates Sinatra’s 
scheduled date at the Paramount 
| theatre, N. Y., which has been set 
‘back until the Laber Day period. 


Red Left At the Altar Epsteins West 


Holly wood, April 11, Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein. 

Red Skelton’s forthcoming mar- Who dramatized “Chicken Every 

riage to Muriel Morris was declared Sunczy.” return to the Coast this 

by Miss Morris yesterday (10) to be Weekend for their normal stint at 
definitely off. | Warner Bros. 

Bride-elect said she didn’t love 

comedian any more. 


Their play seems to be catching 
; on, despite mixed notices. 


95th WEEK ! 
| KEN MURRAY’S 


| grace” in a suit for $250.000 damages | 
| against Congressman Clare E. Hofi-. 


Winchell | 
charges, to convey that Winchell was! 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“Its a pleasure to go to ‘Black- 
outs’ and hear a laugh a minute. 
Ken Murray is great.” 


FRED ALLEN. 


Ed Wynn ‘Primer’ 


On Hospital Tours 


Ed Wynn returned to New York 


| Monday (10) from a four-week “ex- 


| perimental” tour of the “hospital 
' circuit” with several suggestions for 
' future USO-Camp Shows units for 
soldier convalescents. 
“Don't send them starlets from the 
movies who can't do anything but 
pose,” said. “Send them ‘name’ 
shows. But the ‘names’ should enter- 
tain—not just sign autographs and 
| talk to the boys. The boys want to 
| laugh.” 
| Wynn, with his piano-bicycle prop, 
| took a unit of eight performers, with 
'a show specially built for the pur- 
| pose, on a tour of general army hos- 
pitals. They visited 16 hospitals in 
the South, from Virginia and 
Georgia to Arkansas and Missouri. 
The tour began March 13 in Wash- 
ington and ended Saturday April 8 
in Springfield, Mo. Shows for hos- 
pitals, said Wynn, was his own idea, 
suggested to Abe Lastfogel, Camp 
| Shows prexy. 
| The boys want laughs, said Wynn, 
but the jokes must be clean. Risque 
stuff is out. So are jokes about war, 
injuries. blood and death. And be- 
cause the boys sick and 
wounded, convalescing, the style of 
entertainment must be “mild” in- 
stead of “socko.” The boys can’t 
‘take the “one-two punch” method 
for laughs, said Wynn. 


_prove on transportation for show 
| units. His troupe rode from seven to 
10 hours in day coaches, on some 
hops, sometimes on slat-chairs. 
They got up at ‘5 a.m. for some trips, 
and had nothing to eat on some 
trains. Transportation to and from 
hospitals, Wynn said, was fine. Most 
hospitais invited the troupe to eat 
and sleep over. 

VYynn estimates played to 
24.000 patients, to somé who hadn't 
seen a show in 18 months. Ac- 
companying him songstress 
Wini Shaw, Diana Lure, taps; Paul 
LaVarre and Bro., acrobats; Pat Hill, 
puppeteer, and Michael Olivieri, ac- 
cordionist. 


BELLAMY WEST FOR PIC 
AFTER STAGING PLAY 


Ralph Bellamy, co-producer with 


John Moses of Claiborne Foster’s | 


melo, “Pretty Little Parlor,” left yes- 


terday (11) for the Coast to play lead | 


in Hunt Stromberg’s “Guest In The 
House.” Originally due west two 
weeks ago, but Lewis Milestohe 
wasn't ready to shoot. So Bellamy 


stayed east to direct “Parlor,” in- | 


stead of going west and collecting 
two weeks’ film pay. 

| “Parlor.” now in third and final 
week in Boston, with Miss Foster 
filling in for Bellamy on final stanza, 
opens in N. Y. here next Monday 
17). 


| 


Fibber’s Relapse 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Although slated for camera work 

vesterday (10) after apparently re- 

covering from lobar pneumonia, Jim 


, Jordan suffered relapse and had to 


be bedded at home. 
Production on “Heavenly Days,” in 


/which Jordan plays nis radio role of 


Fibber McGee, has been halted until 


} actor fully recovers. 


The comedian thinks USO can im- | 


Mojave Desert. April 9 
Somewhere between the Salton Sea and the ghost town of Calico ss 
“Assignment U. S. A.” was first heard on the Coast the night of Me : 
It wasn't the delayed rebroadcast of the original Feb. 22 show out of Gas ‘. 
New York. Neither was it the New York repeat cf April 4. But vv — 
hear programs out here that you don’t hear. You do that with « 
records of the original broadcast. If the first set gets smashed 
you have to have the rugged determination to get another set 
And you know what may happen? You may find yourself plaving th 
on the Mojave Desert before a bigger audience than NBC Lot lor ae 
original. Maybe you argue against transcriptions, but we 
school of thought which believes one good transcription (plaved wie : 
cactus fibre needle) is worth 10 pediculous originals. a 
Desert Audience 
Because a cross-section of the country is involved, and most of 
audience was in the armed forces. it would not be prudent to describe th 
exact place and the people who listened to “Assignment.” with aneieae 
approaching precision bombing. They listened to the program. spent : 


Calif, 


U Can 
Sect of 
as it did, 
through, 


the 


hour discussing it, invited four latecomers to listen to a repeat and dis 
cussed the whole war effort and the peace to follow ‘till dawn, when it 


was time for most of the audience to get the hell out to camp and get 
with the war. oe 
You couldift have found a more diversified audience or a more intelli. 
‘gent one anywhere. Four of the first audience were soldiers. two others 
were Civilians. At the second show two of the newcomers were soldiers 
and two were girls—one the wife ef a soldier, the other a young high 
school teacher, x 
The soldiers were headed by a top sergeant who had been in the old 
French army and had worked up frem a private to a non-cominissioned 
| departmental head in Uncle Sam's new army. Next was a serceant who 
, had spent his boyhood as the son of a potato king in Idaho. Below him 
4, Was a corporal, son of a plantation owner in Tennessee. In the rgnk ef 
| the privates was a junior from the University ef Michigan. With him was 
a PFC., who had been a probation officer in San Francisco. A third PFC. 
also from San Francisco, was of Irish descent, and bringing up the rear was 
_a PFC. from Seattle. The girls were college educated and were getting 
'over it. The only thing the cross-scétion lacked was som:bo:'v to repre- 
sent New England. The nearest we came to that was a radio writer who 
had been born in Pittsburgh, had bummed his: way over most of the 
| country before settling down to write love and laughs in Hollywood at 
$1,000 a week. 


Maybe that’s not a cross-section of America, but it’s what the Army is 
_ sending out to the Mojave Desert. To men, and women, “Assignment” held 
their interest. If they had any criticism it was that the proeram did not 
| go far enough and they disagreed with Menefee’s belief that most Amer- 
| icans know what the war is about, 


As for the kind of America they want to see aftér the war. the two 
| southerners would like to come back to a place very much like the South 
| they had left. The rest, however, don't want to come back to anything 
| approximating what they left before climbing into a unifovm. “A more 
| socialized America, but with a soul’ would be the best we could do jin 
| briefing their learned, often brilliant and frequently blasohemie blueprint 
America Remade. 
| A Weekly Spoonful 
| By now most people know that “Assignment U. S. A.” is one reporter's 
| story of America at war with very few punches pulled. Except for the 
| first three minutes, spent horsing around in typical radio fashion, and the 
| last two, wasted in letting the author belie his own words by trying to 
| calm everybody down, it is a brave attempt to kill off walkie-talkie snipers 
j} at our rear. 
| Like Gildersleeve, Joan Davis and others who have worked out of bit 
| parts into stardom, “Assignment U. S. A.” might well be the cocoon that 
| grew into a pair of silk -stockings and a program all its own. In brief, 
; “Assignment U. S. A.” could apd should become a weekly report to the 
lnation about the nation so that the original shot might in time be heard 
| from coast to coast. 

; A dose of “Assignment U. S. A.” over the air once a week for 40 weeks 
a year is as humane a medicine as anyone could prescribe for the country. 


Ringling Circus Shows War's Effects 
In N.Y. Debut, But It’s Still Top Outht 


By JACK PULASKI 


| 


, Alfred Court’s animal acts, as last 
It’s still the biggest show of its year. Wallendas, who have been in 
kind, but maybe the war has caught and out of the show during the pas 
up with the Ringling, Barnum & half a dozen seasons. have additiona 
Bailey show a bit more than last assignments, ‘Rietta especially being. 
season. There are missing punches noticed in other acts. 
j}here and there, although many of Emmett Kelly, the mournful 
| the Big Top class acts are present. clown, ambles around even before 
| For the past four years new turns | the show gets going, and some of his 
from abroad have been a thing of | new bits are amusing. Hes getung 
the past, and it's anybody's guess| top billing this season with the 
when imports of importance will be | Show's spec, “Panto’s Paradise.” 
j obtainable. Problem of Bob Ring- Tiebor’s seals are among. the 
j ling and his associates therefore is | show's highlights. The Loval-Re- 
ito do the best with the material On| pensky Family is the class of the 
| hand. is some- | riding turns, there being 11 in the 
jthing of a national habit an 1e | pr stly girls v louble i 
| RBB show is away out in front. 
Again the premiere last Wednes- 
iday (5) saw Madison Square Gar- 
;den, N. Y., filled, whereas the rule 
was for rather light opening houses. 
As last season, first nighters ob- 
j tained tickets through the purchase 
of bonds, and the announced num- 
ber of patrons was 14.212 who 
bought $3.144,.600 worth. This vear 
the Garden engagement has been 


other acts, too. The liberty-herse 
acts are back, the feature of that 
three-ring display being the firsi ap- 
pearance of dappled-gray 
horses. 


Plenty of money has been spent on 
the show but there are two less pro- 
duction numbers, so the nut has been 
reduced over last season. First comes 
well down in the performance, it 

(Continued on page 34) 


further extended and the date yoes 
the show last season, when the out- 

CUES TESTIMONIAL 
otic finale of a vear ago has been 
is sort of blah, and the national an- | Producer, will have its precm May 11 
| The lions, leopards, cougars and | phy, Joan Davis and Constance 
get the display ready otherwise. May | troupe east to wind up the season 


for around seven weeks. 
There aren't as standout | ? 

solo acts of the type that dominated CANTOR S SHOW BIZ 

| fit cleaned up. The circus parade 

at the opening is out and the patri- 

dropped, doubtlessly because it ats film 
couldn't be topped. Still the ending 
them may better come there than at|*@t the RKO Palace on Broaaw oe 
the start. RKO release features George 
other wild cats open the show, as | Moore. - 
usual, for it would take too long to Cantor, who will bring his radio 
and Harry Kovar are more than|, ‘ tanza 
adept handling them, Joe Walsh tonight's (12) stanz 


operating with the bigger beasts in NEC. will be given a 
ner by showbiz later this month y 


the center. 
First solo is the click Wallenda [early in May at one of the 
highwire act, spotted right after | hotels. 


| 
| 
= | 
|? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
‘| 
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Zukor Predicts Worldwide Prosperity, 


International Good-Will for Pictures 


By ROY CHARTIER 


The immediate future and the post- | 


war period are viewed in a highly 
oviimistie light by Adolph Zukor, 
chairman of the board of Paramount, 
not only so far as pictures, his first 
love. are concerned but also with 
respect to the development of tele- 
vision. He regards this enthusiasti- 
cally as a new medium of public en- 
tertainment and service but not one, 


in his opinion, which in any way 
will interfere with other branches of 
show business. 

Mr. Zukor, who reached 71 last 
Jan. 7 and is very active in admin- 
istrative and other affairs of the 
company he founded in 1912, then 
Famous Players, envisages a _ post-| 


war popularity for pictures (and one 
that will last) which will create an 
ever-widening market for this type 
of entertainment.’ He points, with 
much pride, to the consistent prog- 
ress that has been made by the film! 
industry over the years and the fact | 
that this means of diversion has! 
gradually increased in appeal in 
parts of the world. 


Throughout the world, the Para- |, 
mount chairman states, the increase | 
in patronage has reached around} 


20”, in recent years. This will grow, 
he believes, citing that the educa- | 
tional type of picture which is now 


taking strong hold, will be of trem-| 


endous importance in this direction, | 
whether for adults or for school-| 
room purposes. In his considered | 
op mn, the educational type of pic-| 
ture | become an important part 
ot civilized life as well as a medium 
Of entertainment. 
Foreign 

The Paramount executive pre- 
dicted that the industry will coop- 
erale and aid foreign countries in 
Increasing the outlet for picture} 
product, possibly even in a financial 
way in addition to “giving them the| 
benelit of our own experiences of 
the last 40 years.” This, in turn, 
should help to establish important 


and ever-lasting good-will between 


the U. S. and the countries into 
which American-made fiim is im- 
ported, it is believed, since, in | 
Zukor's opinion, cooperation and 
even possibly financial aid will be 
Tor the benefit of all. 

While there have been varying 
opinions among jndustry  Jeaders 
With respect to the possibility of a 


Slutted foreign market once war is 
Won, the pioneering Mr. Zukor de- 
clares that regardless of the backlog 
built up during wartime. there still 


Will remain only a certain percent- | 
ase of pictures which will be accept- | 
able in foreign countries and which 
may be distributed profitably. This 
percentage will vary over a given| 
season, but if film suitable for for-| 
eign sale would run 60 to 65°; of the 
total season’s output, the figure | 
Would be very high. 

| 


METRO WON'T SCRAP EM 
NOW TIL AFTER 2} YRS. 


Metro plans to extend the life of 


its prints an additional six months. 
Instea of junking celluloid afte 
(Wo years, prints will be withdrawn 


alter two and one-half years. 


R ty 7 

mecent strong demand for repeat 

bookings of Metro pictures more than 
V8 years old led to the decision. 


‘Holiday’ Bows to ‘Hayride’ 

Hollywood, April 11. 
Metro will release “Mexican Holi- 
under a new title, as a result of 
a huddle between Louis B. Mayer. | 
chief of the Culver City lot, and | 
ce Todd, proprietor of the Broad- | 
ay show, “Mexican Hayride.” 
_Todd convinced Mayer that the | 
Similarity of the two titles would 
Contuse the film public. 


Bob Rubin Ailing 


“odert Rubin, Metro legal top- | 
ad is too ill to be moved from his 
10Me 

Scheduled to leave for Atlantic 


last weekend, vacation trip has 


health. | 


veer postponed, due to poor 


| versity 


Cowdin’s Anti-New Deal 


Blast in Temple U. Talk 


Philadelphia, April 11. 

A blast against the New Deal in 
general and the Securities 
change Commission in particular was 
issued by J. Cheever Cowdin, chair- 
man of Universal Pictures, last week. 

Speaking before the Temple Uni- 
Institute on Tax Policies, 
Cowdin branded the SEC as “one of 
the greatest deterrents to American 
Business.” 


Break For Show 


} 


UNEASY ABOUT TELE 


| 


- Despite the dazzle of box office 
records skyrocketing on a wave 
of wartime spending, exhibitors 


throughout the country are uneasy 
over the swift approach of television | 
which is indicated in the equipment | 


; plans of major film companies and | 
& Ex- | 


leading U. S. corporations such 


as 


|; American Telephone and Telegraph, 


Radio Corp. of America, ete. 
While heavy inroads on b.o. 

grosses are expected only at the) 

beginning of widespread use of home | 


| television (as happened with radio), | 


Biz 4-Fs Over 26 
Last weekend developments in am 


manpower situation opened the door | 
to radio and film production to hire | 


Washington, April 11. 


all the 4-Fs they can get their hands 
on, and also gave a temporary lease 


men under that age are to be cleaned 


out faster than ever by the draft 


boards. 


A joint recommendation by Major 


Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, head of 
Selective Service, and War Man- 
power chief Paul V. McNutt urged 


the 4-F group to avoid any possible 
draft their category by 
getti into essential activit and 


nto jobs which have been classed 


labor for 


es 


y needed.” 


“local 
and 
sential. 
In 
changes 
needed” 


mntry 


30th film produc- 
ion broadcasting are rated es- 
and ex- 
“locally 
of the 


film houses 
been 


some 


addit ion, 
have 
in 


The 


classed 
sections 
industry 


the “locally needed” status for ex- 
changes in the Philadelphia area, 
and is now plugging for a similar 


rating for Pittsburgh and Washing- 
ton, 
in production centers 
where it is to 
recreation for the war workers. 


rating war 


necessary 


CAGNEY RUSHING 


, about co-axial cables, cathode-rays, 
| On private life to men over 26, but 


recently got} 


Theatres are generally given a} 


provide | 


| seller's 


TO HIS AILING MOTHER 


James Cagney, due in N. Y. mo- 
mentarily from a three-month USO- 


Camp Shows overseas tour, is ex- 
pected to forego several guest sta 
radio program appearances to rush 
to the Coast to the bedside of his 
mother, who is ill. 

Joe Shea, Cagney Prods. eastern 
rep, will leave Polyclinic hospital, 
N. Y., early next week after a one- 
month stay following an operation 
to relieve congestion of one lung. 
He wil] be required to take a rest 
for several weeks after leaving the 


hospital. 


Chaplin Studios Rent 
Space for First Time 
Hollywood, April 11 


For the first time in its history, the 
haplin studio is renting space to an 
outside company, Monogram, for the 
production of “Three of a Kind.” a 
comedy w Billy Gilbert. Maxie 


Rosenbloom and Shemp .Howard in 
the top spots. 

Monogram is so jammed with pro- 
duction that it had to go outside for 
studio space. 


Lesser’s Indie Distrib 

Seymour Poe, eastern representa- 
tive for Sol Lesser, last week swung 
deal giving to Guarantee Pictures 
and Commonwealth Pictures world- 
of “That Un- 


wide distribution rights 


certain Feefing,” Sol Lesser-Ernst 
Lubitsch production formeity dis- 
iributed by United Artists. 


United Kingdom rights are not in- 


transaction. 


fears are expressed in the trade that 
the novelty of home television may 
keep customers away at a time When 
there may also be a general dip in 


spending. Such a development, it is 
contended, would spell the differ- 


ence between profit and loss for oo. 
dependent exhibitors and, under ad- 
verse conditions, might eliminate 
some operators altogether. 

Analyzing television in relation to | 
radio, which in the end did not affect | 
theatre grosses, exhibitor opinion | 
is that the new medium will prove 
far more potent Opposition than! 
radio because it has both eye and 
ear appeal. 

Lost in a maze of technical jargon 


antennae, FM bands, _kilocycles, | 
channels, horizons, frequencies, wave 
lengths, transmitters, etc., some oper- 
ators nonetheless see formidable op- 
nosition from the new medium. Con- 
tention is that if the television screen 
is matched against the theatre screen 
no statistical arguments anent radio 
can offset the premise that home 
television will hurt picture house 
business an indeterminate length of 
time. If film producers make prod- 
uct available for television, and 
(Continued on page 10) 


Films’ If-Money 
~ Rights for Tele 


Film companies buying screen 
rights to literary properties are mak- 
ing deals providing for first call on 
television rights at the open market 
price which may prevail 10 years 
later. 


Contract stipulations do not bind 
to the buying 
screen rights but give the film com- | 
pany the right to purchase the tele | 
rights in years to come if the studio 
is willing to meet the price offered | 
by any other producer. 


company the 


‘TUGBOAT ANNIE’ SERIES 
SLATED FOR PIX RETURN 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Tales of “Tugboat Annie” 


the through 


are com- 


ing back to screen the 


purchase of 21 stories by James S 
Burkett, who will produce two a 
year for a major release outlet, still} 
unannounced Marjorie Rambeau 
and Charles Winninger are slated | 
for the roles forme pla i b 
Marie Dressler and Wallace Beery 

Burkett boug! the yar 
Norman Reilly Rain he al ) 
and Warners, holds of t fi 
rights 


RKO’s Salary OK’s 
y OK 

RKO last week got approval from 
the War Labor Board and the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. to put through 40 
salary increases. Increases affected 
people earning from $55 weekly to 
$78.600 annually. 

Applications were filed Febru- 


ary. 


Hobson’s Choice—M-G 


Laura Z. Hobson. author of curre 


best-sellei The Tre na 
oeen signe Oa Metro rit con- 
tract, 

Leaves for the Co shortly f 
first as ent. 


Goldwyn Reissue 


| picture 


Zanuck and Mayer 


Bidding For 


Hal Wallis; Latter Bue in N.Y. Fri. 


+ 


Mayer Wants Hellman 
For Tolstoy Pic Chore 


Louis B. Mayer is dickering with 
Lillian Hellman to go to England for 
several months to write the screen 
script for Tolstoy's “War and Peace,” 
which Sir Alexander Korda plans 
to produce. 

Mayer and Lily Messenger, Metro 
story consultant, arrived in N. Y. 


from Hollywood over the past week- | 
i 


end. 


Deal Falls Thru 


Hollywood, April 11. | 
Deal for reissue by Harry Popkin 


and Freddie Stein of 32 Samuel} 
| Goldwyn pictures, previously re-| 
leased through United Artists, has, 


gone on rocks as result of Goldwyn's | 
refusal to take any chances on losses 


incurred by individual pictures in 
group. Goldwyn  was_ reported 
favorable to the reissue plan two 


months ago, when Popkin and Stein 
worked out details of plan in New 
York with James Mulvey, v.p. and 
distribution chief for Goldwyn. 

Deal called for advance of $250,000 
to cover overall group of 32 pictures 
on signing of contract, with further 
substantial advances as each picture 
was selected for release. Popkin and 
Stein were required to supply prints 
and advertising, arrange distribution 
and split grosses with Goldwyn after 
advances had been recouped, 

When they shifted back to Holly- 
wood to clinch deal, Goldwyn told 
them he was not interested in any 
losses they might sustain on indi- 
vidual pictures which might not 
gross enough to cover advances. He 
would not stand for bulking grosses 
against total advances before split- 
ting profits. 


| 
| 


‘SNOW WHITE’ MAY GET 
ANOTHER $1,500,000 


| proposal 


Bids for Hal Wallis from Darevl 
F. Zanuck and Louis B. Mayer fgive 


most prominently in any whiea 
the producer may take following set- 
tlement of his contract with Warners. 
While Wallis has not vet negotiated 
any new deal and, according to stand 
taken by the producer and Lovd 
Wright. his attorney, still considers 
himself under contract to Warners 
until a settlement is made, 20th ani 
Metro studios currently have the 
side track on a potential deal 
Wallis. 

According to sources close to Wal- 
lis. however, he has not entered ints 
a dicker with any studio as vet and 
awaits an adjustment of his pact wi 
Warners. Whether he w 
other deal before a settlement 
WB contract is mace 
such step until settlement is effected, 
has not yet been revealed. 


tie 


ill set 


or hold 


Wallis, it is understood, would pre- 
fer to head his own independent 
unit in any deal which he may make 


| Both 20th-Fox and Metro have in tbe 


past refused to take on indepéndent 
producers on such a basis. Such a 


Wallis’ Bungalow? 


Holivwood, Apri! 11. 
Big Burbank whodunit is who 


will inherit Hal Wallis’ de luxe 
bungalow, formerly built 
Marion Davies when she Ss 
the WB lot 

It rates as the most desirable 
layout on the lot, to the sree 


that Wallis’ 
al. practically 
miniature 


general working conveniences 


writers, directors 
bivouaced i His 


manse, because ot 


was turned down by 
when made by William Goetz. For 
Metro such a move would set a pve- 


cedent which the Culver City lot bas 
so far avoided. Wallis has amopie 
financial backing should he se ; 


; 


his own production un 


Meantime talk that he may set a 
straight releasing deal with United 
| Artists is not being altogether dis- 
counted. Much would depend on tre 
conditions which would be availao-e 
to him at either the 20th ov Metro 
| studios. 

William Goetz (International), in- 

— ; a | cidentally, was talking a deal 
Snow White and the Seven Wallis at about. the same time that 
Dwarfs.” first released Dec. 29, 1937, | (Conti 
is putting Walt Disney back on his 
feet again. Now reissued, some six 
years since it was first shown, the 
picture is topping the grosses re- 
corded first time around by a wide 


margin. On basis of returns already 
in, “Snow White” 
hit $1,500,000 or better in film rentals 
domestié 
Higher theatre scales now prevail- 
ing throughout the U. S. are one fac- | 
tor in the terrific grosses being rolled 


of 


now looks likely to 


in the market 


up. Another reason, course, is 
that there is a ready-made, brand- 
new audience in the new generation 


of kids who have grown up since the 


was last shown. 


Battling Errol Flynn 
(Again) Vs. Dan Topping 
Hollywood 
Errol Flynn was fi 
Dan Topping Saturday night 
one-puncn hg 
Actor and 
ded 
ion of 
talk Topp! and h W1le, 
Sonja Henie 
ficer took 
Flynn said 
Affair ended with both contestants 
aking hands and avowing that their 


ship was still intact 


Topping. a marine of- 


exception to something 


and slugged hin 


} 
iriena 


SCHAEFER’S PRE-WAR PIC 


George J. Schaefer, who now 


maintains a private office in he 
Paramou building, N. Y., is nego- 
tiating for the distribution of “Out- 
posts Unknown.” travelog type of 
pict e made prior » the wal | 

He is discussing a deal x i 
unce nated co a “74 out- 
right ule of the d iputing right 
f { 


| —_ | 
| | 
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hits 


—the most sensational 
properties on current lists of 


A TE 
IN BROOKLYN 


by Betty Smith 


The Number One Best Seller all over America! 

A BELL FOR ADANO 


by Jolin Hersey 


On every best-selling list since publication date! 


THUNDERHEAD 
by Mary O'Mara 
‘Book of the Month... sequel to “My Friend Flicka’! 


DRAGONWICK 
by Anya Seton 


375,000 already sold including book club! 


THE GAY ILLITERATE 


by Lonella O. Parsons 


The- autobiography of Hollywood's 
most popular columnist! 


: THE INDUSTRY'S PROUDEST OFFERING “THE MEMPHIS BELLE” 
i TECHNICOLOR SAGA OF OUR AIR HEROES. BOOK IT NOW! 


BEST-SELLING BOOKS... 
- 
“bf, | 
“Op ~~ 
(OP 
if 
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Philly Court Throws Out Goldman 
Anti-Trust Suit Vs. Warners, Et Al. 


Philadelphia, April 11. + 


U. S. District Court Judge William 
H. Kirkpatrick on Sat. (8) dismissed 
the suit for $1,350,000 triple damages 
filed by William Goldman Theatres, 
Inc., against Warner Bros, three of 
its affiliates and eight distributors. 

Goldman had brought the suit 16 
months ago in behalf of the Erlanger, 
onetime legiter he had under lease, 
claiming he had suffered actual loss 
of $450,000 as a result of the refusal 
of the defendant distributors to sup- 
ply the house with first-run films. 
He had asked triple damages under 
the Sherman and Clayton anti-trust 
acts. Goldman had also asked for 
an injunction requiring the de- 
fendants to put him on an equal 
basis as Warner-operated theatres. 

Judge Kirkpatrick, in a 17-page 
opinion, held that Gokiman failed 
to show any restraint in interstate 
commerce, only basis for such a case 
to be tried in Federal court. 

The Judge declared, however, that 
Warners “hold a commanding posi- 
tion” in the exhibition of first run 
pictures in the Philadelphia area. 
Kirkpatrick said that there was no 
evidence that the 12 defendants 
made any concerted agreement in 
an effort to drive Goldman out of | 
business. 

The Court said that the objective | 
of the separate contracts which | 
Warners made with each of the pro- 
ducers was intended to give Warners 
the right to first runs of features 
over any other exhibitors in Phila- 
delphia. 

The Court agreed that the 
Erlanger could not be operated in 
competition with Warner houses un- 
less it had equal access to first-runs, 
but said that if Warners had a mo- 
nopoly it was only local and had 
no effect on interstate commerce. 

The Court also held that Goldman 
failed to prove his contention that 
the blockbooking system resulted in | 
“overbuying and dissipation” of 
product. 

“Were In Position” 

The Court conceded that Warners | 
and the other defendants were in a} 
position to illegally restrain in in- 
terstate trade in the future through 
the contracts which give Warners 


| Corp. 


Clearance, Pooling 
Too Much Double-Talk 
To This Conn. Court 


New Haven, April 11. 
Testimony in the Prefect Theatres 
$5,450,000 conspiracy’ suit 
against leading film distributors end- 
ed for the week last Thursday (6) 
on a note of judicial confusion when 
Judge Carroll C. Hincks of the U. S. 
District court stated that proceed- 
ings were just so much double-talk 
to him. 


Incident occurred when evidence 
was introduced purporting to show 
that Skouras Theatre Corp. in Long 
Island had entered into pooling 
agreements with Century Theatres, 
Inc., of that territory Jurist said 
he couldn't see the connection be- 
tween pooling agreements on Long 
Island and a monopoly conspiracy 
in Connecticut. Prefect suit is based 
on claim distributors conspired to 
give Prefect’s Pickwick theatre in 
Greenwich the bad end of clearance 
involving Port Chester and Stam- 
ford. Judge Hincks asked both 
plaintiff and defendant counsel to 
explain the situation to the jury 
which undoubtedly was even more 
baffled than he. 


Third weeks’ action of trial in- 
cluded boiling down of voluminous 
documentary evidence, further read- 
ing of a 100,000-word deposition 
from George Skouras, and introduc- 
tion of a 100-page deposition from 
Universal v.p. John J. O'Connor. 


Clarence D. Loewe, now affiliated 
with Skouras but who served as 
secretary-treasurer of Prefect from 
1935 to 1940, testified that in 1937, 
when Prefect made a net profit, 
bonuses exceeding that profit by 
$2,342 were paid. 

Harold E. Newcomb, RKO ac- 
countant, testified that the Pick- 
wick operated “at a total loss of $56,- 
059.07 in the period from August, 
1930, to February, 1933. This testi- 
mony was offered to show that the 
Pickwick was a red ink proposition 
before Prefect took it over. 


practically the complete control of 
exhibiting first runs. However, he 
said, there was no evidence of any 
such violations now, and _ there 
would have to be before the Sher- 
man law applied. 

Defendants in the case were 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., and its 
affiliates, Vitagraph, Stanley Co. of 
America, and Warner Bros. Circuit 
Management Corp.; Loew’s, Para- 
mount, RKO, 20th-Fox, Columbia, 
Universal and United Artists. 

Goldman, besides operating the 
Erlanger which has been dark ex- 
cept for occasional legit attractions, 
owns the Karlton and Keith’s, both 
formerly part of the Warner chain. 
Goldman is a onetime zone manager 
for the Stanley-Warner Company 
here. It is believed that Goldman, 
through his attorney, William A. 
Gray, will file an appeal. 


BOXOFFICE BANDIT 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 

George Plies, 30-year-old theatre 
bandit, has been sentenced to 10 to 
20 years in prison for his $40 holdup 
of the Harris-Liberty theatre in 
February. Plies was on parole at 
the time from a previous conviction 
for a boxoffice robbery. Judge John 
J. Kennedy pronounced sentence 
following a behavior clinic examina- 
tion. 


Plies admitted four other theatre 


robberies and also confessed to pre- | “Something For the Boys,” will re- | Wellston Amus. Co., owner of the 


viously terrorizing cashiers at the 
old Alvin, the Regent and the Art 
Cinema. 


Donlevy Draws Smooth 
Role in Par’s ‘Mast’ 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Brian Donlevy exercised his in- 
fluence at Paramount to get himself 
shifted from the meanie role of the 


sea captain to the sympathetic part/| “The Master Race,” to be released 


of the author in “Two Years Before 
the Mast.” Donlevy will function as 
Richard Henry Dana, who wrote the 
ancient novel and naturally didn’t 
hand himself the worst of it. 


Bill Dendix and Barry Fitzgerald 
will do the heavy chores, with John 


Case is due to resume today 
| (Tues.) with 1l-member jury, one 
juror having been excused due to 
illness. 


SCG’S VIDEO, REISSUE 
AND OTHER DEMANDS 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Screen Cartoonists Guild, in addi- 
tion to asking 20% take on all re- 
issues and television, has requested 
checkoff system for collection of 
dues and asked negotiations with 
producers to be conducted between 
7 and 10 p.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday so -ntire membership 
can be present at discussions. Wil- 
liam Pomerance, SCG business 
representative, stated members 
would not be allowed to take part, 
but matters could be speeded up by 
their knowing what was happening 
and being able to approve negotiat- 


If proposal accepted it will be first 
time in labor history membership 
of unig@n has been permitted to sit in 
on negotiations. 


Joan Blondell Returns 
To Pix m 20th’s Tree’ 
Hollywood, April 11. 


Joan Blondell, busy on the stage 
jlately in “The Naked Genius” and 


| turn to the screen in the role of 
Aunt Sissy in “A Tree Grows in 
| Brooklyn” at 20th-Fox. 

Filming starts late next month 
with Louis Lighton producing and 
Elia Kazan directing. 


Ed Golden’s RKO Deal 
Set for ‘Master Race’ 


Edward A. Golden has set up his 
own financing for his next picture, 


through RKO. Deal for RKO re- 
lease, was finally inked, after long 
negotiation, while Golden was in 
New York last week. 

Understood that quesiion of studio 
overhead charges, with Golden hold- 
ing out for lower cost, figured in the 


Farrow directing. 


NORD CORNELL 
Starring in “Blossom Time” 
Currently on Tour 
Critics everywhere are saying:— 
impressive baritone,” Mr. Mur- 
dock, Chicago Sun. “Nord Cornell 
is imposing Count Scharntoff,’”’ Herb 
Whittaker, Gazette, Montreal. “Nord 
Cornell displayed a most convincing 
stage performance,” Yankton Press. 
Now Appearing at the 
Blackstone Theatre 
Chicago 


King of Kings’ 


Easter Revival 


Albany, April 11. 

The “King of Kings,” 17-year-old 
Cecil B. De Mille film, said to have 
been shown to more people than any 
picture ever made, was exhibited in 
50 of the country’s principal cities, 
during Holy Week under the aus- 
pices of the National King of Kings 
Committee. In the Albany area, Dr. 
Wilbur T. Clemens, general secre- 
tary of the State Council of Protest- 
ant Churches and member of the na- 
tional committee, spotted. it at the 
Madison and Delaware, WB houses; 
at the Community, Fabian theatre in 
Catskill; and at a Reade theatre in 
Kingston. Five hundred were turned 
away Good Thursday afternoon at 
the Delaware, and 700 Good Friday 
afternoon. Attendance at morning 
screenings in the Madison was ca- 
pacity: approximately 1,200. Adults 
and children comprised the audi- 
ence. While no admission was 
charged, a collection was taken up. 

Warners, Fabian and Reade gave 
free use of their theatres. Operators 
and siagehands were paid. The pic- 
ture, in which H. B. Warner plays 
Christ, with Joseph Schildkraut and 
May Robson among the featured, is 
a silent to which a musical score had 
been added. The prints are new. 


BOOTH FIRE CAUSES 
DAMAGE OF $140,000 


St. Louis, April 11. 
Fire, believed to have started in 
defective wiring in the projection 


Lefty's Notebook 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, 
Dear Joe: 


Getting plenty of letters from old vaudeville pals and am always gla? 
to hear from them and what they are doing. 

Al and Fanny Stedman are up around Boston. There were few come- 
diennes better than Fanny and few piano players better than Al. Billy 
Glason writes me that, besides being editor of AGVA paper, he also plays 
clubs, canteens and camps. Swell me. is Billy. Eddie (Blackface) Nelson 
is playing camps, still got his pipes, and what pipes! Sam Lewis (Lewis & 
Dody), a great entertainer, is still around working. Wonder why someone 
doesn’t pick him up for radio as a charactér. He would be great. Danny 
Murphy, who could roll his R’s with anyone, is now feeling swell again, 
Eddie Girard (Girar & Donnelly) and his wife are at Islip, L. I. Re. 
member when he did the cop and sed, “Stop that funeral and let that beer 
truck go by!” What a comic! J. Royer West is also at Islip ... swell 
musical act was Montague and West. 

Tom Waters has a cafe down Shamokin, Pa., and still tickles the ivories 
for the Sweet Adeliners. Frank Orth (Orth & Codee) is under contract 
to 20th-Fox; Ann Codee also works in picts, while their son is an Army 
captain in the Aleutians and their daughter is secretary at Warners, 
Remember Anger Packer? Well, she does character work in picts and is 
going to marry Buddy DeSylva’s brother-in-law, Billy Walsh. Harry 
Anger is producer at the Earle theatre, Washington. “Skins” Miller 
(Miller ’n’ Mack) has a place in Encino, Cal., and Buck Mack is also on 
the Coast. Maurice Diamond (Diamond, McMahon & Chapple) is doing 
fine in Australia. Emily Darrell still around with her dog, Buttons. Sascha 
Paitov and Louise Natalie have a dancing school in Niagara Falls, their 
son, a swell hoofer, formerly being with the Mills Trio; he’s now in the 
Army. 

The Dancing Kennedys 

Talking about-dancing acts: Remember the Dancing Kennedys? Well, 
Ken Kennedy, the swell Chicago m.c., is the son of Tom and Gertie; the 
other boy, Burton, is in the Army. They both met in Australia a few 
weeks ago, as Ken is with an overseas unit. Swell kids. Walter Weems, 
he of the blackface and French horn, publishes a paper in Hollywood and 
is doing fine. Julius Tannen is in California, also doing well in pictures, 
Gertrude Vanderbilt (Vanderbilt & Moore) has a big job with a large 
tobacco firm. Benny Roberts, Jules Lenzberg and Ben Nelson are still 
around, leading orchestras. Janet of France has a bistro on West 52nd 
street and does some singing while the customers eat her onion soup. Al 
Fields (Fields & Lewis) working for a Wall street firm. 

Wellington Cross (Cross & Josephine) now an exec with Elizabeth 
Arden Co, Rae Samuels, Sadie Burt (Whiting, & Burt) Vera Michelina, 
Marion Harkins (Jim and Marion Harkins), Dixie Hamilton, Eunice 
Burnham and Lillian Shaw are all housewives. Look great, too! Lillian 
Fitzgerald still knockin’ ’em dead at Club 18. Martin Branner (Martin & 
Fabrini) is the creator of “Winnie Winkle.” Johnny Birch, the man with 
the hats, is around, looking swell. Earl Benham (Snow & Benham) is 
an exclusive New York tailor. Fred Hillebrand is a songwriter, and has 
an opera lined up, too. Charles Mosconi is writing books, a lot of steps 


from a hoofer. J. C. Nugent has a new play all set to go. Templeton 
Boys have bowling alleys in Staten Island. Eddie Miller (Miller & 


Vincent) teaches voice. Grace Deagon is out in Hollywood doing radio 
and pictures. Karyl Norman, the Havels, Joe Verdi (Clark and Verdi) are 
still banging away in clubs and cafes, and doing swell. Roger Imhof has 
a ranch in California... yes, still with Marcella. Bill McKenna, just over 
a spell of illness, is doing fine and writing more songs. Sim Collins (Collins 
and Hart) writing special material. Aileen Stanley teaching and managing 
acts. 

That’s all for now. Say, if you know any of the oldtimers around, let 
me know what they’re doing....You know, in case vaudeville comes back 
suddenly we'll know where to locate them. Sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 


NEW RKO STUDIO MGR.’S U SLATE REELECTED, 
CASH BUDGET CONTROL} O’CONNOR’S NEW PACT 


Leon Goldberg, RKO studio man- Universal directorate elected of- 

. formerly treasurer for the par- | ficers at its meeting in N. Y. last 

1 Thursday (6), with entire slate be- 

ent company in New form, is under- ing retained. All of officers except 
stood establishing a cash budget con- 


booth of the Wellston, an indie nabe 
in Wellston, St. Louis County, last | 
| week, resulted in the destruction of 
|the entire building at a loss esti- 
| mated at $140,000. Several stores on 


| the ground floor of the building suf- 
| fered heavy loss due to water. The 
|blaze, discovered at 7 am. was 
|fanned by a high wind and before 
the fire apparatus reached the scene 
the entire building was ablaze. 
Apparatus from St. Louis Pine 
Lawn, University City and St. John’s 
| Station, the latter being in the coun- 
|ty, fought the blaze for several 
| hours before bringing it under con- 
| trol. Later smoldering seats burst 
into flames and firemen were called 
| back. John Caporal, prez of the 


house, said the structure was val- 
|ued at $115,000, and _ projection | 
;}equipment and sound apparatus | 
worth $25,000 were destroyed. One | 
| fireman suffered injuries when the 
|roof of the building on which he 
was standing collapsed. 

The Wellston, located in the heart 
of a business district just west of 
t St. Louis city limits, is one of 
| the oldest in the county and enjoyed 
| dandy biz. 


Bacher’s ‘Illiterate’ Chore 


Hollywood, April 11. 
William Bacher draws the produ- 
cer chore on “The Gay Illiterate,” 
based on the autobiography of Lou- 
ella O. Parsons. 
Shooting starts early in July, from 


deal, 


a script by Eleanore Griffin. 


ing John J. O'Connor, v.-p. and as- 
trol system at the studio. 


Ed Downs, statistician for RKO 


Radio Pictures, who formerly worked 
under Goldberg in the N. Y. home 
office, left for the Coast over the 
past weekend to take up new duties 
at the studio. 

Goldberg had previously estab- 
lished a comprehensive cash budget 
control system for the parent organ- 
ization, found effective in keeping | 
close up-to-the-minute check on both 
costs and income. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Donald Woods inked new actor 
pact at Warners. 

Manton Moreland’s option picked 
up by Monogram. 

Helen Walker signed for another 
year at Paramount. 

Helene Stanley, moppet, inked by 
Metro. 

Richard Conte renewed by 20th- 
Fox. 

Sharon McManus’ minor contract 
with Metro approved by court. 

Laura Z. Hobson drew writer tick- 
et at Metro. 

Joe Kirk’s player pact extended 
by Universal. 

Marjorie Raymond, 
tioned, Paramount. 

Audrey Korn, 
Pat. 

Victor Courtrier, player, RKO. 

Harold Buchman, writer, renewed 
20th-Fox. 

Linda Stirling. player, at Republic. 

Kathleen McCioud, player, Metro. 

George Mathews, actor, 20th-Fox. 

Carlos Romero, dance director, 
Universal. 


player, op- 


player, optioned, 


| V.-p., 


Robert. Castaine, player, Republic. 


sistant to Nate Blumberg, hold 
seven-year pacts. Consequently, di- 
rectors took action to give O’Connor 
a four-year contract to parallel those 
of seven other top executives, the 
seven-year pacts having been voted 
early in 1941. 

J. Cheever Cowdin was renamed 
chairman of the board; Blumberg re- 
elected -president; C. D, Prutzman, 
general counsel; O’Connor, 
v.-p., assistant to prexy; William A. 
Scully, Joseph H. Seidelman, Clif- 
ford Work, all vice-presidents; 5S. 
Machnovitch, treasurer and assist- 
ant secretary. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Ethel] Barrymore. 
Robert Benchley. 
Charles Boyer. 
C. H. Cottington. 
S. Charles Einfeld. 
Ed. Fishman. 
Walter Gould. 
Henry Herbel. 
Jack Kirkland. 
Milton Krasny, 
Robert Lewis 
Harry Link. 

Ben Medford. 

J. J. O'Connor. 
Haila Stoddard. 
Hal B. Wallis. 
Loyd Wright. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Emmett Callahan. 
Leo Carrillo. 
Joan Davis. 
Moe Gale. 

Jack Goldstein. 
Jack Haley. 
Hal Horne. 
Fred Kohlmar. 
Tom MacAvity. 
Paul Small. 

Cy Wills. 
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Smith or Owen Likely to Move Up 
As First Aide to C. M. Reagan 


Charles M. Reagan, newly-ap- 
pointed v.p. over distribution at Par- 
amount, has not as yet reached a 
decision as to his successor in the 
post of assistant general sales man- 
ager, but probably will do so within 


a week. He has not discussed pos- 
sible plans in this direction mean- 
time but believed that his choice will 
be either George A. Smith, western 
division sales head, or Hugh Owen, 
who manages the eastern division. 
In turn one of the company’s 12 dis- 
trict managers would undoubtedly 
moveup, it being improbable any- 
body would be brought in from the 
outside. 

Also believed that Reagan will not 
shake up or disturb the distribution 
structure of Paramount, including 
the publicity-advertising department 
headed by Robert M. Gillham. Al 
Wilkie, publicity manager, who re- 
signed several weeks ago but has 
remained on, has finally and offici- 
ally withdrawn his resignation. 

Reagan stepped in the top sales 
spot at Paramount Friday (7) on de- 
parture for the Coast of Neil F. Ag- 
new, v.p. over distribution, whom 
he succeeded. The Par board the 
day before had approved Reagan for 
the post, giving him a five-year con- 
tract although Agnew had not had 
one. While named a v.p., Reagan 
was not made a member of the di- 
rectorate but expected that he will 
be in the not distant future either 
through a resignation on the board 
or through increasing its size. 

Agnew, whose resignation had 
been accepted on Monday (3), 
stated before leaving for the Coast 
that he would remain out there only 
a matter of days in all probability. 
He went to huddle with David O. 
Selznick and others associated with 
him, to look at Selznick’s picture, 
“Since You Went Away” and, pos- 
sibly, according to Agnew to discuss 
merchandising details on it. 

Reagan has been with Par 24 
years, same as Agnew had been. 
Former started as a salesman in the 
Cincinnati office. He was made 
branch manager at Indianapolis in 
1922 and in 1925 district head over 


that branch point, Louisville and) 


Cincinnati. In 1932 he became Chi- 


cago district manager and in 1934) 


Was named western division manager 
at the homeoffice. He had been as- 
sistant general sales manager since 
1941. 


COAST TOWNS VOTE FOR 
MORE THEATRE TAXES 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

California towns are hopping on 
the amusement tax bandwagon wiin 
local improvements on Uncle Sam's 
wartime bite. San Bernardino’s 
city council approved a grab of 3c 
per ticket on all film shows, with 
the final reading coming up April 17. 
_—— recently raised the ante 

c. 

Theatre operators in San *Ber- 
nardino, headed by Fox West Coast. 
Which runs five houses, have started 
an educational campaign, informing 
the voters that they will have to 
pay the additional coin if they ‘ote 
for the tax. 


Col’s Pic Series Idea Via 
‘North’ Radio Scripts 


Columbia is negotiating for the film | 
rights to “Mr. and Mrs. North,” radio | 


serial, whereby Columbia would pro- 
duce a series of not-more than two 


Pictures annually based on the radio | 


Program, 

Understood that price of around 
$100,000 would be paid for either one 
or two pictures a year. 

Metro first filmed “Mr. and Mrs. 
North” with Gracie Allen and Robert 
Young but let the option on the yarn 
drop after the first production. Metro 
bought the rights to the book of the 
Same title. 

Renewed interest in the property 
was noted again recently among sev- 
eral film companies owing to the 
greatly increased number of listeners 


Since Metro last had the film rights. | 


Newman’s Longest Chore 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Longest scoring job ever under- 
taken by Alfred Newman is his cur- 
rent task on “Wilson” at 20th-Fox, 
which started last week and will take 
at least two months. 

During that time 87 songs will be 
recorded, requiring the services of 
more than 100 musicians and 325 
voices. 


20TH-FOX’S $10,900,000 
NET OR $5.37 PER SHARE 


Estimated net profit of 20th-Fox 
and subsidiary companies for year 
ending last Dec. 25 amounted to $10,- 
900,000 or $5.37 per common share as 
against $10,609,000 in 1942. This is 
the amount carried to consolidated 
surplus account and available also 
for ‘dividends. Actual final figures, 
not expected to vary greatly from 
these estimates, will be ready in next 
10 days. 

For benefit of shareholders inter- 
ested in rate of earnings by National 
Theatres in 1943, since 20th bought 
majority stock interest in National 
last year, corporation also listed 
combined net profit, after all charges, 
including Federal taxes of company, 
National, Roxy Theatre, Inc., and all 
subsids, which it estimated at $12,- 
900,000. On this basis, company fig- 
ured 20th-Fox net at $6.50 a share on 
common. 

Prelim statement last week cited 
that National became a_ wholly 
owned subsidiary of 20th on July 9, 
1943, and that prior to then 20th-Fox 
owned only 42% of National Thea- 
tres. Earnings of National from 
Dec. 26, 1942, to last July 9, were 
estimated at $2,000,000, with no divi- 
dends declared during that period. 
Hence, consolidated net profit of Na- 
tional before July 9 is treated as 
profits made prior to date of ac- 
quisition, and the $2,000,000 deducted 
to reach 20th, final figure of $10,- 
900,000. 


Pa. Censors Feel Need 
For Constant Policing 


Philadelphia, April 11. 

An average of seven films a year 
are banned by the Pennsylvania 
Board of Motion Picture Censors, ac- 
cording to a report released last 
| week by Gov. Edward Martin. Of 
| approximately 1,850 films reviewed 
annually by the board, an average 
|} of 164 films undergo 388 deletions a 
| year, the report showed. 


vineced of the need for censorship, 
| “despite vigilance within the indus- 
| try.” 

There is cause for eliminations “al- 
most daily” for the following mat- 
| ters, the board pointed out: scenes 
| depicting sabotage, propaganda, sex, 
| cruelty to children and animals, sac- 

rilege, indecent exposure and new 

methods of crime 

Gov. Martin recently declared that 
| he didn’t think censorship was very 
necessary any more because “a filthy 
| picture would not be patronized.” 
However, the board's 
clared that its findings showed that 
censorship was necessary. 

The Commonwealth instituted cen- 
sorship in 1915. 
| from reviewing have averaged $165,- 
000 a year, more than twice the 
board’s budget of $62,500 annually. 
Members of the board are Mrs. Edna 
mic Carroll, Philadelphia, chairman; 
| John Clyde Fisher, of Sharon, Pa., 
and Mrs. Lucy H. Love, Johnstown. 


MILLAND’S ‘OLYMPIA’ PIC 
Hollywood, April 11. 
Metro assigned Ray Milland to the 
star male spot in the recently pur- 
chased Ferenc Molnar play, “Olym- 
pia.” 
Filming follows Milland’s chore 
with Paulette Goddard in “Kitty.” 


The censors said that it was con- | 


report de-| 


Since that time fees | 


MOVE CLOSE 


GAP 


Major distributor representatives 
have reportedly been in consultation 
with U. S. Internal Revenue depart- 
ment agents with a view to achiev- 
ing stricter control in checking box- 
office receipts in theatres through- 
out the country. 

Move, which would insure full ad- 
mission tax collections by the gov- 
ernment, may also help to insure 
distributors of a more certain means 
of checking grosses on _ pictures 
booked on percentage. Treasury De- 
partment’s chief objective, of course, 
is to keep close tab on tax returns. 

Tightening of enforcement of pro- 
visions of the current Revenue Act, 
under which switching of ticket rolls 
in the boxoffice is barred, is fore- 
seen in trade circles. Biggest loop- 
hole to be plugged, according to dis- 
trib reps, would ‘be in percentage 
bookings. 

Simultaneously, the Copyright 
Protection Bureau, is quietly moving 
into more cities, in addition to the 
five areas where percentage vola- 
tions are considered most prevalent, 
to check theatres. 

Reported under consideration in 


mission tax of 10% on theatres, is 
a regulation whereby’ exhibitors 
would be obliged to keep a b.o. rec- 
ord of the first and last ticket sold 
every day and a record of any 
change in ticket rolls during the 
day. 

In Kentucky, meantime, proposed 
legislation to increase the state ad- 
mission tax to 20% for the next twa 


to increase the tax to 20% for a two- 
year period and then eliminate the 


entire state admission taxes perma- 
nently. 


Statistical Survey 
Stymied; Vague On 


Actual attendance at picture the- 
atres and other industry statistics 
continue to be a headache of film 
business trade associations, includ- 


ficulty in obtaining accurate data. 
tion from representative exhibitors 


stymied the original plan of the in- 
dustry’s public relations committee 
to make a resume of vital film biz 
statistics. 

Even various recent polls are not 
regarded as accurate as to actual 
nationwide attendance since few ex- 
hibitors have evidenced any will- 
ingness to give out exact attend- 
ance figures, tendency being to shave 
these figures 30% to 50% This 


try to tell distributors one 
and tax authorities another. 

Most recent case of this concerned 
a Maine exhibitor who admitted he 
kept two sets of books—one for 
Uncle Sam, and the other on his 
| percentage pictures. 


thing 


|} ance accurately if there was a flat 
| tax as existed in 1922. But with the 
tax varying per price now, it is 
| virtually impossible to figure the 
annual attendance. 

Distributors know just how tough 
some exhibitors are on revealing at- 
tendance figures when attempting to 
check percentage films. They still 
continue to check such percentage 
pictures just to keep the exhibs in 
line, not strictly for their correct 
share of receipts but to figure future 
product deals. Also the business 


i done by specific films of a company | 


in different theatres figures in fu- 
ture clearance and zoning. With 
this in mind, it is no surprise to 
distribs that exhibs won't give out 
accurate totals of the business done 
per day, or weekly. 


2 Cities Films Bows 
Albany, April 11. 
Two Cities Films Limited, of Eng- 
land, has surrendered its authority 
to conduct business in New York 
| state. Papers have been filed with 
Secretary of State here to that effect. 


Kentucky, where there is a state ad- | 


years has been withdrawn. Plan was | 


Attendance Figures as company’s share, indicating that 


ing the Hays office, because of dif- | 
Inability to secure accurate informa- | 


and even circuits is reported to have | 


stems from fact that so many exhibs | 


The industry could figure attend- | 


CHECK 


v 


‘ bd 9.9 
Susie Slagle’s’ Prepper 
Hollywood, April 11. 

Paramount is dusting off the Au- 
gusta Tucker best-selling novel, 
“Miss Susie Slagle’s,” after a couple 
of years on the shelf, for a produc- 
tion start Aug. 7. 

John Houseman will produce, from, 
a script now being written by Hugo 
Butler. 


PAR’S $16,077,000 NET 
TOPS ’43 BY $1,400,000 


Although fourth quarter earnings 
dipped nearly $1,000,000 below final 
1942 quarter, Paramount finished 
1943 with estimated earnings of $16,- 
077,000, or about $1,400,000 ahead of 
| $14,631,650 earnings in year ended 
| Jan. 2, 1943. Despite this improve- 
| ment Par showed only $4.28 per 
| share on 3,752,136 common shares as 
| compared with $4.74 a share on 2,- 
| 933,717 common shares in previous 
| year. Increase of more than 800,000 
'in common shares accounts for this 
apparent discrepancy. 


| Company reported $4,422,000 for 
| quarter ending last Jan. 1 as against 
| $5,353,000 for cortesponding quarter 
|ended Jan. 2, 1943, being pointed out 
| that 1942 final quarter included 
; company’s share of film rentals and 
| earnings of subsidiaries operating in 
|Great Britain, Australia, New Zea- 
land and India applicable to first 
| nine months of 1942, there being no 
| unfrozen foreign revenue released 
to add to the final 1943 quarter. 


Of total earnings, Paramount in- 
cluded $1,552.000 representing com- 
pany’s direct and indirect net in- 
terest as stockholder in combined 
undistributed earnings of partially 
owned non-consolidated subsids. In 
1942 such source provided $1,506,214 


there was only slight increase in 
earnings from theatre subsids after 
taxes, etc. 

| Because Par’s statement is an 


estimate for year, full report to 
stockholders being due later, con- 
solidated profit before Federal in- 
come and excess profits taxes, is not 
given nor is the gross revenue. 


Memphis Manager Gets 
Month in Fatal Blast 


Memphis, April 11. 

John W. Eaton, manager of nabe 
Peabody here, has been convicted of | 
involuntary manslaughter in connec. | 
tion with death last August of Elbert | 
Curry, maintenance man, in a blast} 
at this house. Jury fixed Eaton’s | 
punishment at 30 days in workhouse. | 
His attorneys asked for a new trial, 
with April 20 set as date for hearing 


State contended Eaton, unable to 
get Freon for air-conditioning, had 
| installed methyl-chloride despite ad- 
vices to contrary, and that this 
caused fatal blast. 


Goldenson on Par Board | 
Gives Theatres New Rep 


Reported that election of Leonard | 
H. Goldenson, Paramount v.p., to the 
company’s board is with a view to}! 
Ziving the theatre department, | 
which he heads, added representation | 
on the directorate in view of its im-| 
portance. 

Since reorganization there has 
been only one theatre member of 
the board, this being one of the Par 
partners, E. V. Richards, president 
| of the Paramount-Richards (Saen-| 
ger) circuit. However, Richards, | 
who has been in poor health of re-| 
cent years, has attended very few 
directors’ meetings. 


Goldenson, an attorney who fig- 
ured in New England reorganization 
matters for Par, joined the home- 
office theatre division in 1933. Sub- 
sequently succeeding Y. Frank Free- 
man over theatre operations, he was | 


made a v.p. in 1942. | 


Little Three, Come of Age, Ride 
B.0., Produce Costher Films 


Picture industry's “little three’—~— 
Republic, Monogram and PRC Pic- 
tures—have “come of age” this sea- 
son with production budgets for films 
now being screened and planned far 
in excess of anything these com- 
panies have done in their compara- 
tively brief histories. Result has 
come about through years of pro- 
gression, building up ef talent and 
sales personnel rosters and sound 
financing. 

Boom in film grosses, and the 
over-all take on top-budget piciures 
made by these smaller major organi- 
zations, have proved to their execs 
that larger investments in their 
product will not only result in bet- 
ter playing time, and the bigger 
revenues that go with it, but will 
establish these companies as con- 
tenders should the going get tough 
in the postwar era. 

Company financial execs are 
slowly, but surely, building up 
money reserves for eventualities, in- 
cluding the still unknown possibility 
of strong competition after the war 
from television, which is expected to 
play a big part im the exhibition 
field then. Following the lead of 
the top major picture companies, 
execs of the “little three” are also 
scouting the video field so as not to 
be caught short when it really starts 
rolling. 


Republic scored heavily with its 
first two big budget productions this 
year. “In Old Oklahoma” is ex- 
pected to garner $1,750,000 domes- 
tic; and “Fighting Seabees” is ex- 
pected to be the biggest money- 
maker in Rep’s history with a $1,- 
900,000 take. On this basis, Herbert 
J. Yates has given the go-ahead for 
three others: “Man From Frisco,” 
with Anne Shirley and Michael 
O’Shea, now in the cans at a cost of 
over $750,000, “Atlantic City,” now 
on the sound stages, and the highest- 
budgeted pic in Rep's history at over 
$1,000,000, with a cast that will in- 
clude Constance Moore, Sophie 
Tucker, Belle Baker, Joe Frisco, Paul 
Whiteman and Louis Armstrong and 
their orchs, to be followed by 
“Brazil,” another high budgeter, 
with a musical score by Ary Barrozo 
and to be produced by Robert North. 

PRC and Mone - 

PRC, under the new regime in- 
augurated by Leon Fromkess fol- 
lowing the recent resignation of O. 
Henry Briggs, as president, and with 
the complete approval of the Young 
Bros., financial backers of the com- 
pany, has upped budgets on major- 
ity of its forthcoming product from 
the $50-100,000 spent on its pictures 
during the past several years. Be- 
sides this, outfit has brought under 
its aegis Constance Bennett Produc- 
tions and still another unit which 
will make several costly films star- 
ring Freddie Bartholomew, former 
film moppet recently given an Army 
release. 

Monogram, specializing in exploi- 
tation pictures and spending as 
much, in several instances, for ad- 
vertising and exploitation of its pic- 
tures as they cost to produce, also 
is moving into the higher-budget 
class for forthcoming product under 
the guidance of W. Ray Johnston, 
prexy, and Steve Broidy, v.p. and 
sales mgr. Two of the company’s 
biggest money-getters are currently 
making the exhibition rounds— 
“Where Are Your’ Children?”, 
brought in at less than $250,000 and 
heading for a take in excess of $600,- 
000, and “Women Bondage,” 
which cost less to produce, according 
to company execs, and which is 
headed for a similar gross. 


Reagan Sets Par Block 


A new group of five pictures, in- 
stead of three as contained in the 
last block, has been set up by 
Charles M. Reagan, v.p. over distri- 
bution for Paramount. At the same 
time trade showings have been 
scheduled. 

Reagan’s first group at Par in- 
cludes “And ithe Angels Sing,” 
“Double Indemnity,” “The Hitler 
Gang,” “Henry Aldrich Plays Cupid” 
and “Gambler’s Choice.” They will 
be screened next week. 
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| EAN S ULLIVAN Directed by Raoul Walsh 
Screen Play by Laszlo Vadnay and Max Brand: From’ 


LUCILE WATSON an Original Story by Joe May and Laszlo Vadnoy| 
JACK L. WARNER, Executive Producer & 
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AS ‘THE MAN WITHOUT A NAME’ 


AGAIN THE KIND OF ROLE THAT 
WON HIM THE ACADEMY AWARD 
IN ‘WATCH ON THE RHINE’ 


Introducing 

lovely Jean Sullivan as 

Marianne, the girl who 

and «From: knew him least... 
© Vadnay loved him most. 


Produced by Robert Buckner 
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With thousands of reports yet to 
be tabulated, Red Cross collections | 
in theatres so far reported rig at | 
close to the half-way mark $5. “| 
000,000, in the $10,000,000 Pod in- | 
custry goal. Tabulation made last | 
week showed $4,000.00 reported. 


Red Cross collections in the War- 
ner circuit (over 40 theatres) were 
last week reported at approximately 
$500,000, the largest amount from 
envy circuit to date. Warner theatres | 
collected $250,000 vear the 
Red Cross drive. 

Seven Trans-Lux theatres, 


last in 


includ- 


Theatres Red Cross Collections, 


Close to $5,000,000, 50% of Goal... 


Miniature Reviews 


“Lost Angel” (M-G). Margaret 


O'Brien comedy-drama geared 
ubstantial biz. 
Shall Escape” (Col). 


indictment of Nazism 
suurdy programmer. 


Searing 
makes for 


“Mv Best Gal” (Songs) (Rep). 


FREE FOR ALL!, HULA | 
ISLE SHOW, HIGH GRADE,» 


Honolulu, April 1. sical handicapped by weak story. 

The merging of talent and re- Okay for dual filler datings. 
sources” of U SO-Camp Shows and “Hey, Roekie” (Songs) (Rep). | 
Uncle Sam has produced a service-|— Pheertaining film, suitable for | 
men’s show here in Hawaii that, at} Auenke- 
its besi, is material of Broadway} 
calibre, and at its weakest is still 
head and shoulders above any other 


entertainment seen here since afer 


Pix Advocate 


Film Reviews 


Lest Angel 

Metro release of Rebert Sisk prafuction. 
Stars Margaret O'Brien fentures Jaines 
Craig, Marsha litint, Philip Mevivale, 
Hlenry Neill Donald Meek, heenan 
Wynn, Sara Haden Directed by Rey Rowe 
hind, Screenplay, Isebel Lennkrt, based on 
an idea by Aner Enters amera, Robert 
Surtees: editer, Frank Hull, At Criterion, 


N. Y¥.. opening April '44. Running time, 
MINS, 

Alpha. .Margaret O Brien 
Mike Jnines Craig 
Katie Matlors Hunt 
Professor Pete Vir nt Philin Merivale 
Professor Henry Neill 
Pack Keenan Wynn 
\lr. Wood Alan Napier 
Rhoda Sara Haden 
Professor Walter Fenner: 
Mrs. Pring Kligaheth Risdon 
ferry Blike 


| trouper traditions of the family, ana 
revolves around the gal's enden vers 
to get a backer interested in a 
cal written by youthful Johnny 
Cloud ‘Jimmy Lydon). 


Miss Withers, Lydon, Frank Cr aven 
and Fortunio Bonanova are given 


Me- 


few opportunities because of the 
maze of story incongruity and poor 
direction. Music and dances are 
inspiring, and the production has the 


earmarks of haste... Whatever plus 

value the film has is supplied by the 
ffable singing and dancing chores of 

Miss Withers Sten. 


Moon Over Las Vegas 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, April 7. 

Jean 


Universal release of 


ing four houses in New York, one Harboi Frec for All!” is fast. | directed by Yarbrouah, +s 
sre was any doubt about Mar- we G e, David Bruce ra 
in Philadelphia, one in Washington., gudacious, funny and good-looking. | Ann wynne, la Bru Vers Vigne, 
are len as screenpl y George Jeske and 
i znd one in Boston, collected $14,138 | USO-Camp Shows angeled_ the e e | Angel” dispels it. She takes a “B’ | Bruckman; origimal by Jeske: caine 
fer the Red Cross during the 1944) that will | Ash: editor, Milton Curut) 
} 600 show and contributed femme appeal | arl rive and makes it a “sleeper lat W! viewed Apr, 6, 44, Running time 65 MINS, 
mia owsreelers - > ¢ tro's io ‘ 
campaign. The new and dance routines, the Army loaned | probably be among Metro's hight | 
Nat Wolff, exhibito1 officer in charge of the Theatre| Hollywood, April 11, pensive productions lis scasor 
Cleveland, has tres, with Special Service Office of the Army,} Resolution urging permanent char- | Ange Direhart 
collections from | and Pvt. George Schaefer, his choice | ities committee to conduct only one | 87! aS a founding picked Dy group | : Fatricts 
< ses to produce e, are responsible for pace) fund-rais ing campaign each vear } an behavior A iim Bradley ... Milburn Stone 
and showmanship. Schaefer, 23,) within the motion picture industry, | cenius » age of six, the } an |p 
hibitor chairman in Des Moines. re- genius at the age of ye HumMe MUHtan Moreland 
i $65,000 Hections from wants to be a Broadway producer was adopted Monday (10) by repre-| element, however, has been overs | Conductors. ...Rddie Bunn 
port ihitare | and indications are he'll make it. A! sentatives of guilds and unions par-| looked. But then a pol! ce reportel Tom Dogan 
Col. Art! Frudenfeld, Cin- | P! oduct of the Yale Drama School, | ticipating in Red Cross appeal drive.| (Jatnes Craig) is assigned to checK | Wuiter.................0... Muni Seretf 
there. ol, Arthur ruaente } Inc | » jioy he st } fly Sherrel} s 
aay | he was he Mic S- 1. on the prodigy, and the rest chiefl) 1 & 
‘innati, reported $115.248 from 327), Givector ot Tie Plan, if approved, would cover all | 01 a rehi bilitation to her in- | Haines, Cappella & Patrician, Lillian Cove 
4} time Players for six years, director) yecognized charities and would be | | Ann Triola, Jimmy Dodd, the Sports. 
theatres, with about 270 theatres yet} PE} nate child consciousness with Craig | 
to report: R. J. O'Donnell, Dallas, at conducted in fall to avoid conflict! as her tutor. There’s a gangster 
9 and was lighting expert ON) with major income tax avment | . ; ly incident 
31.780. and E. V. Richards, New a) income tax payment) angle brought in but only incident- | = 
Hawaiian production of period | This is a lightw eight entry in the 
Orles “Macbeth” with Judith Anderson. Universal series of mode rate-budg- 
| Roy Rowland has intelligently di- | eted program filmusicals, handi- 
Rhode Island’s $32,199 to R. C. The book by Converse Tyler of | rected the moppet, and his ability to capped by a weak story thread. but 
Providence, April 1). the American Red Cross, makes no 80 USO UNITS NOW | keep the more implausible moments | stil] dis splaying sufficient song spe- 
Red Cross rolled up $32,199 in. serious attempt at continuity, being | }down to a minimum is worthy _ | cialties to carry it through the tam- 
Rhode Island theatres. this 72% over’ a frame for tunes, laughs and pretty | TOURING OVERSEAS. areal ee ype St ee ily houses as a dual supporter. 
fits nicely » child character- 
contributions reported last year, ac- girls. On the music side, there’s Gene 
i cording to State Chairman Edward But on the whole it’s a solid frame, With USO-Camp Shows stepping; Craig is satisfying as the reporter. | “+ auanoe Vpesgia ae vi ‘a er a 
M. Fay. and Tyler's bawdy skit of the weak- up activity offshore in readiness for; Marsha Hunt helps supply the slight in 
Outstanding was the $4.485 by kneed lieutenant assigned to recover various service pushes in prospect,| love interest (with Craig) in nice | Connie 
Strand theatre here, which was 300° | stolen military papers from a sexy] there are 28 units (137 performers) | fashion. see bed grace * a — |tainer presenting “Touch of Texas” 
jump over last eer. spy, is slick. Eloez Richardson is the now jn the British Isles, with 80 and “A Dream Ago”: Lillian Cornell 
— spy whose oft-repeated “Many men}! inits all told in various war theatres tory as the A 0: ts heading the | handles the title song; Jimmy Dodd 
s OK Total have tried to open my heart, but no overseas. | and the Sportsmen, harmony group, 
Albany, April 11. | man has found the combination” Lorraine Rognan, comedienne in- Sara Haden contributes nicely as a | la — qe talent list. Ann Tri- 
Collections for the Red Cross eguses her swains and accomplices jured in Jast year’s Lisbon Clipper teacher. Support also includes, not- 
theatres Albany exchange } he O'’Neij ‘ Tonier ‘ spanish dance team 
121 theatres of the Alban: to shoot themselves. The lines and —T is now in England to “complete | ably, Henry O'Neill, Alan Napier and of Cappella & Patricia catch atten- 


district reporting up to April 6 were 
$50.858 — about three times the 
amount taken in on the last War 
Fund drive. So states Louls R. Gold- 
ing, area chairman and 
manager ‘of the Fabian circuit. The 
- total for 11 Albany houses was $12.- 
559. Representatives of women’s or- 


ganizations assisted in some of the} 


daily collections here. The city turn- 
in pushed the Albany County 
to 


OWI WANTS EXCHANGE 
PEOPLE FOR OVERSEAS 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Call for film distribution men, 
work on overseas posts for duration- 


and-six-months via Civil Service, 
has been sent out by Office of War 


Jobs are $2.400 to 
with living allow- 


Information here. 
$4,600 annually, 
ances. 

OWI wants men who can pass phy- 


sical requirements, preferably over 
38, with experience in film  ex- 
changes, bookings and other details 


of distribution. 


SAG Okays Army Airmen 
For ‘Winged Victory’ Pic «: 


April 11. 


Hollywood, 


division 


fund! 


to | 


situation are a natural for Miss the trip.” She's 


with unit headed by | 


Richardson, who has the chassis and! [ane Bro acrobats. Jan Murray, | 
savvy to put them over. Corp. Willie, comic, is also in England on his first | 
| Owitz, harassed and naive GI who trip overseas, managing a unit of | 
carries a heavy assignment in the! five that includes Tung Pin Soo,| 
show, is excellent as the fellow who! magician. 
not only got the papers, but learned 
the combination. 
Tunes by Corporal Robert Hard- WB P d d | d t d 
ing and Pfc. Roger Adams (‘son of} ro uce n us ry S 
Myrtil) and lyrics by Con-| 
erse Tyler and Lt. O. H. Hampton} Film for 6th Can. Drive 
ire bright and singable. Tops are “I! Toronto, April 11. 
Ww ant to Serve the Boys in the Serv- Star-studded two-reeler “The | 
“Lovely Night, Lovely Lady, Shining Future,” is Hollywood's do- 
“You'l Be the Death of Me Yet nation to Canada’s Sixth Victory 
Let's Get Sentimental” and “There| Loan drive which commences April 
Ought to Be Two, Dear, of You. 24. Appearing in the 20-minute 
Ellen. | short are Bing Crosby, Cary Grant, | 
| a Deanna Durbin, Herbert Marshall, 
H’ wood Victory Grou Dennis Morgan, Charles Ruggles, | 
p a Manning, Jack Carson, Olive | 
| lakeney, Frank» Sinatra, Jimmie 
Records raf 000th Show 1. Lydon, Herold (Gildersleeve) Peary. | 


Warners produced 


Prinz directed. Latter. 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Hollywood Victory Committee re- 
corded the 25,000th free appearance 


and LeRoy 
incidentally, 


of a motion picture performer in the in the Jast war and trained at 
war effort, in its report on camp and | Torento. 

war front entertainment for March. 
Individual entertainer not named. 

March checkup showed that 366 The Charlotte Cushman 
players had made 1,786 appearances | Washington, April 11. 
in 194 events, in U. S. and over-| A Liberty ship will carry the 

name of Charlotte Cushman. dra- 
matic sti of three-quarters of a 
century ago 


Theatre € Wit ing Election 


= Use of soldiers in the filming ot 
“Winged Victory” et 20th-Fox was | In N. N X 
approved by the Screen Actors! . t W eek | 
Guild, with the entire stage cast,|, 4™erican Theatre Wing's election About Tele 
z il m amb ‘rs of the Army Air Fi ny for board of directors will be held 
ig ‘next Tuesday and Wednesday (18- Continued from page 3 
s’ ted to move to Hollywood for the 19). wi 40 : siti 
9), when members are >| 4) 
Picture. “e ee ee to be there is a strong likelihood that this 
hamed Most Of the present Com= he dane hama 
George Cukor has moved into the plement have been renominated but) wit) 
Westwood lot for prep work » the these whe ire overseas will be re will be a decided factor to contend 
\ a as \\ - +} . 
film version, sla* d to start late in lacec \ : claimed. 
ss recognize, of course, th: 
— ong the latter are Brooks At- ee ee 
| kinso who is in China; Dwight 
Deere Wim England widespread e television cannot 
nan is in Englar for th 
Lt. Murphy Killed | be npeded o retarded. Feeling. 
Red Cross, and Major Warren P.) powerve that everybody t 
In Airplane ( rash Munsell th the Army Air Force . exhibitors will make n oney from 
First Lieut. William Murphy.| ° television until such time as the new 
brother of John Murphy, assistant to ‘me ope meaium 1s harnessed by the the- 
Joseph R. Vogel at Loew's. was Jr Laemmle Ci ili aires, ; 
killed in an airplane accident at an ¥ d V an ' Meantime, iecent developments 
Army air field at Santa Rosa. Cali-| _ Carl Laemmle, Jr., out of army cue the advance of television plans. 
fornia April 8. Saturday (8) on medical discharge Nine stations now telecast regularly 
Lt. Murphy returned from over- for blurred vision. <A private in and there are 49 additional applica- 
seas last year, a veteran of 50 combat Signal Corps, stationed at Astoria, tions pending for licenses compris- , 
Long Island ae 26 ing commercii ‘elay speri 
missions and holder of the Air month relay and experi- | 
months. mental stations covering 27 cities i 
: and the Distinguished Flving Cross." nienas resting three months at 18 states with as many as four dif- 
; Mexico ranch to regain weight. ferent stations in some cities. Sco- 
He had been in action over Tunis. | 
it Sicily, and in the first air raid over Florin, W 
if Same orin, Wren Going In Angeles and Chicago and may also 
tn this Seymour Florin, booking super- secure a license for Dallas. 
Ci _In a ition o his brother John. he, visor for 20th-Fox, gots into the! Two major film companies have | 
fa is also survived by his mother, four; Army May 15. network plans which include from | 
Ri other brothers and three sisters. A} Jay Wren, head of ad-publicity for 60 to 80 stations covering most of the | 
is brother, Paul, is the manager of!the Acoms circuit. Newark, reports | countiy’s population without the use | 


Loew’s Prospect theatre, Flushing. 


to the Navy, May 11. of co-axial cables, 


served with the Royal Flying Corps 


Meek. Wear. 


Donald 


None Escape 


} tion with a fast number. 

| Story concerns Anne Gwynne and 
David Bruce, who get court approval 
for separation, although pair are still 


Colurfhia rele: ‘ Bischoff pro- 
Mardin Wont love. They journey to Las Vegas 
pander Knox. Directed by Andre De ‘Toth jon same train, where husband gets 
j Bee A red and innocently entangled Vivian 
| At Loow's April 6. Run- | Austin. After rising ‘omplications 
ning time, 85 MENS | and general marital mix wn and con- 
Marja Paeie wski Mia Hunt | fusions, couple are reunited in happy 
earl Rolf Script lacks smoothness, and diree- 
Willie Grimm mitn).... Rich | tion does little to overcome this situ- 
Ruth Nelson | With many quick breaks in cutting. 
Kurt Kreuger | Cast struggles along with the statie 
Anna. Shirley Is | at hand, with Vera Vague sup- 
ns rad “hat few laughs are dropped 
Stvs d 
Presiding Ju George TLesses | Hey, Rookie 
(SONGS) 
“None Shall Escape” hews to the} 
premise that the first World War in- | M 
cubated the present conflict and that | Larry Parks; features Jeo Sawye Henurs 
extension of Germanic hatred can be | {sittle, Selmer Ja nN. Directed by Charles 
halted only by a judicious peace. In | Screenplay, Henry. Myers, Edward 
expanding tnis premise, film Offers | Doris Calvan; L, W. O'Con- 
an interesting and entertaining epi- | tur, Janes Swoenes At Brooklyn 
sodic recital of Nazi bestialitv. but of April Running time, 
offers no solution, While lacking in | py, 
names, it’s a sturdy proerammer. fam 
Told in flashback fashion, theme | dim Parks 
deals with an embittered and cripe [ Joe Sawyer 
after the first World War to resume |: 
his teaching position in a small Ger- | Mrs. Brewn 
man-Polish border village His |‘ Will 
vengeful ideology causes his fiancee 
to turn from him and eventually os \ ‘ 
‘leads to his being forced to leave the i lo. J wt 1) ‘ ' - 
village after he has violated one of The Vi Is, Jel 
his girl] students. His rise in the |‘ dep 
Nazi party and the wave of terrorism | jpivre o 
that follows h‘s return to the village . 
as a commandant set the keynote for | « 
picture’s searing climax Rookie is fair ten tain- 
Alexander Knox and Marsha Hunt | @ pleasant vauce 
are forceful and convincingly cast as fit snugly into the lowe 
the Nazi commander and his one- |'?§ of dual bills, 
time fiancee. Henry Travers is okay Produced inexpensively by Irving 
as the village priest. and Richard , Briskin, the film is livemed consicde 
Hale is outstanding as the rabbi who | #bly by a steady parade of stage and 
dies for his convictions rather than | T@alo ang ties, ineludi any 
suffer the Nazi depredations. Re- Joe Besse from Broadway's “Son's 0’ 
mainder of the cast is similarly adept | Fun.” Seve nN songs are spaced even! 
and Andre De Toth’s direction has ee te pe proceedings, written 
merit. by Sat. J. C.' Lewis . Henry Mvers, 
' Edward Eliscu and Jay Gorney. The 
; latter three also wrote the screen- 
My Best Gal play. Ann Miller cavorts, sings and 
(SONGS) terps alone, and with Larry Parks, 
Republic release of Harry Grev preduce | W820, Plays the male romantic lead. 
tion. Stars dane Withers features Frank | Miss Miller is an experienced dancer 
Cr ny Exvdon, Bonney who registers well. 
Olive Coo Screenplay. | Bilm is based on an army musical 
hy Richard Broos: songs, Kim Gannon and | play which held the stage of L. A.’s 
te Ralph Dixen: exmera, | Belasco theatre for 36 weeks. It deals 
Mit? dane Withers | army, who is assigned to put on 
Johnny Me ‘hous. liiamy tavden | @ Show to entertain his fellow-sol- 
Danny Craven diers in camp. His trials in staging 
Miss Simpson..... sececeesessMury Newton 4 nucleus of the plot. Hi, Lo. Jack and 
GAN Juck Besle |a Dame, Condos Bros., Jack Gil- 


Jane Withers’ talents are wasted in 


i this one. A dualer. 


Story deals with a father’s efforts 


‘to get his daughter interested in the 


| Hal Mcintyre and his oreh are 


ford, Bob Evans and his dummy, and 
in- 
in the activities. All in all. 
e is brief, to the point, and 


will do. 


Ja ‘ W thers tarre fol ie 
duals 
“Moon Over Las Vegas” 
(Songs) «U). Lightweight filmu. 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
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Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, 
Herbert Marshall, Bonita Granville 


> 


Charles Boyer, Ingrid Bergman, 
Joseph Cotten 


Lionel Barrymore, Van Johnson, 
Marilyn Maxwell 


Van Johnson, June Allyson, Gloria 

DeHaven, Jose Iturbi, Jimmy Durante, 

Harry James, Xavier Cugat, Gracie Allen, 
Lena Horne and many more 


“The industry's proudes: offering ‘The Memphis Belle’ technicolor saga of our air heroes. Book it now!” 
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B’way Big; ‘Jills’-Vaude Wow 1006, 
Cover Girl’ Record $125,030, 11.0.; 


Glory -Ted Le 


wis Angel’ 356 


‘COVER GIRL’ $17,500, 
‘LADY’ 176 IN BUFF. 


| Buffalo, April 11, 
| Biz is booming this week, with 
| “Cover Girl,” “Lady in the Dark 
land “Snow White’ outstanding. 


“Guy Named Joe” also is in big coin 
iat the larger Buffalo. 

Est mates for This Week 
| Buffalo 


(Shea) (3.500; 40-70)— 

With the exception mainly of the | disappointing at under $8,000 for | “Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Rousing 
Music Hall, which has been | $18,000 or near. Last week, “Ration- 

sensational stride, even uring | iveli (UA-Par) (2.092; 85-$1.70)— |... 
Holy Week. the Friday-Saturday- | “Song Bernadette” (20th) (12th wk). — (M-G) ane Passport to Suez 
Sundav (7-8-9) business in the} Held down during Holy Week, as | (Col), forte $16,500. 
Gowntown Broadway runs was un-| was to be expected for this picture.|; Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
cer hopes. While Sunday turned | Easter sent it into high gear, with | —“Lady in Dark” (Par). Grand 
ut big. with night patronage very result 11th frame ended last night | $17,000. Last week, “Miracle Mor- 
heavy, Saturday (1) was generally |; Tues.) at $40,000, nice; previous | gan’s Creek” (Par) (2d wk), great at 
goewn, together with Friday (31).) (10th) week was $38.000. $12.000. 
However, with the Monday (10) take Rexy (20th) (5,886; 60-$1.20)— | Hipp, (Shea) (2.100; 40-70)—"Ra- 
comparing to that of an ordinary | “Four Jills” (20th) and, on stage, | tioning” (M-G) and “Passport Suez 
weekend day and large crowds) Yarry Richman, DeMarcos and Dave | (Col) (2d wk). Moved from Buffalo. 
storming theatres early yesterday | apolion «2d wk). Though opening | Robust $10,000. Last week, “Knick- 
‘Tues.), Easter week will end up) under hopes, arrival of Easter | erbocker Holiday” (UA) and “Jean- 
strongly for the better draws. _| brought terrific response, with result | nie” (Indie), trim $9,000. 

The Hall, on second week with | gest” week wound up last. night Lafayette (Basil) (3.300; 40-70)— 
“Cover Girl” and its annual Easter | fp, “Cover Girl” (Col) and “Racket Man” 


spectacle, has dropped its opening to 
8 a. m.. earliest ever, and shoul 
hit in excess of $125,000, an Easter 
week record. It is now getting in 
five stageshows. The Roxy opened 
spottily with “Four Jills in a Jeep,” 


but going into high gear starting 
Sunday, when $23,000 was grossed, 


best Sunday here under present pol- 
icv, house wound up first week last 
night (Tues.) at better than $100,000, 
very strong. Harry Richman, De- 
Mareos and Dave Apollon are on the 
staee. Strand, comparatively stronger 
en Good Friday (7) than virtually 
#1] other houses, this being opening 
aay for new show, looks a big $60,- 
#00 or near on the first week. It’s 
laving “Uncertain Glory” and Ted 
ewis band. 
Booking “None Shall Escape” and 
@ stagcbill for two weeks, first time 
done by this customary second-run, 
the State waited until Sunday (9) to 
#et rolling stoutly and should end 
the first seven days tonight at $35.- 
600 or near, not sensational, but nice 
rofit. Allan Jones, Canada Lee and 
avpy Felton are here in person. 
On Saturday (8) two. pictures 
moved into straight-filmers. One of 
these, “Lost Angel’ should get the 
Criterion, a fine $35,000 or over. “Ra- 
tioning,” at the Globe, is disappoint- 


ing at only $11,000 or better and 
eoesn't hold. 

Although on a long run at the 
Paramount, where beginning _ its 


eighth week today (Wed.), “Lady in 
Dark.’ with Xavier Cugat and Dean 
Murphy on stage, finished its seventh 


very potently last night (Tues.) at 
$66.000. Show is being held 10 
weeks. None previously has gone 


bevond eight here and only one did 
that. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,140: 60-$1.20)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Entered fourth week Monday (10) 
at very strong pace; third was held 
€ewn since most of it covered Holy 
Week but still good at $26,000. Sec- 
end was potent $34,000. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4.820; 60-$1.20) 
—‘“Heavenly Body” (M-G). Jimmy 
Durante, Bonita Granville, Raye and 
Nealdi, Sonny Dunham (3d-final wk). 
Afiecied by pre-Easter slump but 
will end concluding stanza at $58,000 
er thereabouts, stout; second week 
wis 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Lest Angel” (M-G). Opened slow- 
ly Saturday (8) but picking up nicely 
since then; should hit a fine $35,000 
er over, holding. Second week for 
“The Impostor” (U) was only $10, 
G06, poor. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,416: 60-$1.10)— | 
severe dis- | 


“Rationing” (M-G). A 


zppointment at only $11,000 or near. 
and won't hold, “Address Unknown” | 


‘Col) being slated to move in Satur- 
day (15). Third week for “Fighting 
Sexabecs” (Rep) was the same. okay, 

Gotham ‘Brandt) (900; 50-98)— 
“Women Bondage” (Mono) (3d wk). 
Looks good $10,000 this week (3d) 
and will hold another; second was 
$9.300. 

Holly wooed (WB) (1.499: 50-$1.20 )— 
“Passage Marseille” (WB) (9th wk). 
Picked up a little over Easter to end 
the eighth round last night (Tues.) 
at $18,500 but only fair: prior (7th) 
week was $16,800. “Adventures of 
Mark Twain” (WB) to open 
here at advanced scales, May 3. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10)— 
“Ali Baba” (RKO) (4th-final wk). 
Will end up at around $18,000. okay, 
while last week (3d) was $19,000. 
“Yellow Canary’ (RKO) opens to- 

orrow (Thurs.). 

Paramount (Par) (3.664: 50-$1.10) 
—‘“Lady in Dark” (Par). Xavier Cu- 
got orch and Dean Murphy (8th wk). 


is sect 


Quickened pace on seventh week 
concluded last night (Tues.) to hit 
$66.000, very strong, compared with 
$62.000 for previous semester. Holds 
two more weeks. 

Radio City Music Hall ‘(Rocke- 


feliers) (5.945: 60-$1.10) — “Cover 
Girl” (Col) and stageshow, plus Eas- 
ter spectacle (2d wk). Doing sensa- 
tionally since its opening despite 
Holy Week. getting $118,000 the first 
seven Gays, and on initial holdover 
session looks terrifically big $125,000 
«ér over to set an Easter week record. 
Holy Week was also a new high. 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)—“Lady 
end Monster” (Rep). Will hit $13.- 
000 or over. immense for this little- 
seater, and holds. Last week was 
Iv so, and holds. Columbia was pre- 
pared to spend a lot of money on an 


| (Tues.) at_better than $100,000, very: 
| strong. 
| Heart’ (20th), Count Basie orch, 
|Carol Bruce and Zero Mostel, off 
| considerably at $50,000. 

| State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-85) — 
,“None Shall Escape” «Col) and, in 
| person, Allan Jones, Canada Lee and 
|Happy Felton. Stout since Easter 
and should end first week at $35.000 
lor near, good albeit not exceptional- 
ad campaign which probably would 
| have helped teeoff, but couldn't get 
the space. Last week. “Primitive 
Man” (U). Earl “Father” Hines’ orch 
jand Leo Carrillo, disappointing at 


$24,000, but oke. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 60-$1.20)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB) and Ted 
Lewis oreh. Strong from the gun 
Friday (7) and much bigger since 
Easter’s advent; should end up at an 
especially fine $60,000 or near, hold- 
ing. Last week, “Harvest Moon” 
(WB) and Russ Morgan (4th wk), 
mild at near to $33,000. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 60-$1.10)— 
“Voice in Wind’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Concluded 4th round last night 
(Tues.) at $10,000, good for this small 
operation, while prior (Sd) week was 
$9,000. 


‘MOON’ BRIGHT 
166 IN PROV. 


Providence, April 11. 

All on the upswing hereabouts, 
| with Loew's State’s “Broadway 
| Rhythm” and Majestic’s “Shine on 
' Harvest Moon” stepping right out in 
|front. “Snow White” on reissue at 
| RKO Albee, is fancy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 44-55)— 
“Snow White” (RKO) (reissue). Get- 
ting nearly as big play as in original 
run. solid $16,500. Last week. “Cor- 
K -225" 


Fourth round for “Purple | 


(Col). Smash $17,500. Last week, 
“Gung Ho” (U) ¢2d wk) and “Lucky 
Fellow. Mr. Smith” (U), fancy $9,600. 
20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Snow White” ‘tRKO) (reissue), 
Powerful $18.000. Last week. “Rains 
Came” (20th) and “Under Two Flags” 
(20th) reissues), profitable $9,000. 


GIANT 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 11. 

Hefty Easter holiday biz is jacking 
up grosses all over town. Swelling 
the take in all the deluxers are the 
huge crowds jamming their way into 
the Boyd for “Cover Girl” and into 
the Stanley for opening of “Broad- 
way Rhythm.” Holdovers and others 
are doing excellent biz. Only weak 


spot is bow-in of “Rationing” at 
Stanton. 
Estimates ror This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 85-$1.20)— 


“Bernadette” (20th) (7th wk). Winds 
up successful run with okay $14;800. 
Sixth week's take was fine $15.600. 
“Uninvited” opens Thursday (13) at 
standard scale. 


Areadia (Sablosky) (600: 40-85)— 


“Song Russia” (M-G) (2d run). 
Husky $7.400. Last week. “In Our 
Time” (WB), satisfactory $5,000 sec- 


ond run. 

Boyd (WB) (2.500; 40-85)—“Cover 
Girl” (Col). Helped by excellent ex- 
| ploitation, including successful 
|“Cover Girl” contest sponsored by 

Daily News and radio plugs via 
| WCAU and WPEN. Smash $26,000 

plus extra $6,000 for bangup Easter 
| Sunday showing at Earle. Last week, 
|“Tender Comrade” (RKO), so-so $12,- 
| 200 for second week. . 


| vette _ and Earle (WB) (2.760: 50-95)—“Chip 
Lady” (U). nice $14,000. | Old Block” (U) with Henry Busse 
| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-55) | orch and Minnevitch Rascals on 
Our Time” (WB) (2d run). | stage. Neat $23,500. Last week, “Hey 
| Fairish $3,000. Last week “Sulli- | Rookie’. (Col) and Milt Britton orch 
| vans (20th) (3d downtown wk), | and Marey McGuire, okay $18,700. 
y) (2,000: 76-$1.10) Fox (WB) (2,245; 40-85)—"Mir- 
ays ay (O-D1. —!acle Morgan's ar) 7k). 
“Bernadeite” (20th). Had hefty Morgan's Creek” (Par) (3d wk 


opening at upped prices; solid $12,- 


Still packing wallop at $16,500. Sec- 
ond sesh, husky $25,700. 


pence Karlton (Goldman ) (1,000; 40-85)— 
$7 000 n & | “Guy Named Joe (M-G) (2d run) 
Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-55)—| ‘24 wk). Bright $7,000 following 
'“Shine On Harvest Moon” (WB). | sancy 200: 40-85) 
Bright $16,000 and near capacity. | ,,_Meith’s (Goldman) (2.200; 40-85 
'Last week. “In Our Time” (WB). | “Gung Ho” (2d run). Moderate $6.- 
good $14.000. 000. Last week, “Union Pacific 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200: a7- | (Par) (reissue), thin $4.200. 
63)—"Dr. Syn” (Indie) and Shep! Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 40-85)— 
Fields orch heading stage show. Two-| “Shine Harvest Moon’ (WB) (2d 
day weekend run for good $5,000.} Wk). Healthy $24,500 after solid $33,- 
Last week. “Sweethearts U.S.A.”| 500 last week pius okay $3,500 at 
(Mono) and Charlie Spivak orch on Earle Sabbath showing. ‘ . 
| stage. Three-day weekend run, big! Stanley (WB) (2915; 40-85 )— 
| $8.000. | “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Riding 
State (Loew) (3.200: 44-55)—/| gravy train of allt musicals here at 
| “Broadway Rhvthm” (M-G). Lively | fine $26.500 despite crix’ mild reac- 
| $18,000. Last week “Swing Fever” }tion. Last week, “Purple Heart” 


nice $14,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2.000; 44-55) | 
—“Lady in Dark” (Par). Opened 
Monday. Last week, “Cover Girl’ 


(Col) (3d wk), swell $7,000. 


(M-G) and “Return Vampire” (Col), | 


(20th), mediocre $12,500 on second 
| sesh. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 40-85)—"Ra- 
tioning” (M-G). Pallid $7.500. Last 
week, “None Shall Escape” (Col), 
trim $8.800 for second sesh. 


D.C. Brighter, ‘Ali Baba’ Wow $17,000: 
‘Moon -Vaude Big 266; Body -Vaude 24 


Washington, April 11. 

| Easter week will bring grosses 
back to normalcy after a dull Holy | 
Week. “Shine on Harvest Moon” 
slugged by crix, is big topper at 


| Earle, with vaude. “Ali Baba,” play- 
ing solo at smaller Keith's, is ace 
| new straight filmer. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 34-72)— 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G) with vaude. 
| Solid $24,000 despite crix pans. Last 
week, “Purple. Heart” (20th) with 


vaude, mild $21,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 34-72)— 
re Heart” (20th). Average $6,- 
100. 


Last week, “Guy Named Joe,” 


| (M-G), big $8,000 in fifth downtown 
| week, 

Earle (WB) (2.240; 70-90)—‘Har- 
| vest Moon” (WB) with  vaude. 
| Opened on Good Friday with boffo 
| $26.000 likely. Last week, “Cover 
| Girl” (Co}) plus vaude (2d wk), fine 
| $19.000. 

(RKO) (1.800: 44-70)—“Ali 
| Baba” (U).. Wow $17,000. Last week, 
“Snow White” (RKO) 
$14,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.800: 44-66) — 
“Around World” (RKO), Good $6.,- 
000. Last week, “Higher Higher” 
(RKO), $5.400 on moveover. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 75-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th). Will bew out 
on third week with nice $18,000. On 
second week, sturdy $24,000. 


(2d wk), 


Chi Perks: Lady’ Robust At $39,000, 
Harvest, ‘Ali Baba’ Hot 256 Apiece 


‘Harvest’ 206, Spivak 
Ups ‘Broke’ 216, Balto 


Baltimore. Avril 11. 
Very healthy biz looms for down- 
town spots, with nice product lineup 
helping. Standout is “Shine On Har- 
vest Moon,” great at the Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000: 20- | 


60)—" Broadway 
Strong $18,000. 


Rhythm” (M-G). 
Last week, “Knick- 


erbocker Holiday” (UA),  fairish 
$13,200. 

Hippodrome’ (Rappaport) 
20-74)—"Beautiful, but Broke” (Col) 
plus Charlie Spivak orch. Stage 


layout helping to solid $21,000. Last 
week, “Tarzan Desert Mystery” 
(RKO) plus Mitchell Ayers orch and 
vaude, steady $16,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
65)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d wk). 
Great $16,000 after consistent second 
round at nice $17,600. 

Maryland (Hicks) (1,240; 25-55)— 
“Weird Woman” (U). Okay $4.500. 
Last week, “South Pago Pago” (UA) 
(reissue). Mild $3,300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
“Phantom Lady” (U). Holding to 
nice $5,000. ‘Last week, “Cowboy 
Canteen” (Col), average $4,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1.680; 20-60)— 
“Four Jills Jeep” (20th). Nicely 
spotted for good $10,000. Last week, 
“Jane Eyre” (20th), modest $13,300 


in 11 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 25-65)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB). Great $20.- 
000. Last week, “Fighting Seabees” 
(Rep) (2d wk), trim $11,900. 

Valencia (Loew's-UA) (1,480; 20- 
60)—"Swing Fever” (M-G). Aver- 
age $4,000. Last week, “Rationing” 
(M-G), moveover from downstairs 
Century, $3,700. 


‘GUNG HO’ LOUD 
12G IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, April 11. 
Spring showers are holding down 
grosses this week. Of the newcomers 
“Gung Ho” looks to have most on 
the ball. while “Gay Nighties” at the 
National is stepping along with the 
Easter b.o, parade. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400: ««M-G) 
and “Nine Girls” (Col). Third down- 
town week, okay $3,000, following 
last week's $3,500. 
Kentucky ‘(Switow) 
“Whistling Brooklyn” 
“What a Woman” (Col). Average 
$1,500. Last week “Oklahoma Kid” 
(WB) (reissue) and “Top Man” (U), 


(1,200: 34-40) 
(M-G) and 


split with “Madame Curie” (M-G), 
same. 
Loew's State (Loew's) (3.300: 40- 


60)—*Bridge San Luis Rey” (U) and 
“Whistler” (Col). Pacing for fairish 
$11,000. Last week “Cover Girl” 
(Col) and “Sailor's Holiday” (Col) 
(2d Wk), great $12,000 on holdover. 


Mary Anderson ‘People’s) (1.000: 
40-60)—“Passage Marseille’ 
(2d wk). Trim $5,000. Last week 


socko $7,000. 

National (Standard) (2.400; 50-75) 
—Hot Rhythm” (Mono) plus Harry 
Howard's “Gay Nighties Revue” on 
stage. Outlook for sturdy $15,000. 
Last week, “Teen Age” (Indie) and 
Ray Eberle, others: Good $14.000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 40- 


60)—"“Gung Ho” (RKO) and “Hat 
Check Honey” ‘(U). Fine $12.000. to 
pace straight filmers. Last week, 
“Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk) ($1.10 
top), satisfactory $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 


40-60 )—"“Around World” «RKO) and 
“Best Gal” (Rep). Medium $4,500. 
Last week, “Rains Came” (20th) and 
“Under Two Flags” (20th) (reis- 
sues), all right $4.000. 


‘Arms’ Great $30,000, 
Newark; ‘Ali’ Lofty 20G 


Newark. April 11. 


Proctor’s “Up in Arms” is the 
town’s pacemaker. Branford, with 
“Ali Baba,” is the runner-up. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Adams-Par) (1,350: 35-99) 
—Hoosier Holiday” (Rep) with Bill 
Robinson and D’Artega orch on stage. 
Disappointing $16.000. Last week. 
“Voodoo Man” (Mono) with Georgie 
Auld orch on stage, fair $16,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 20-90 )—"Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Hat Check Honey” 
(U). Excellent $20,000. Last week, 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d wk). rea- 
sonable $12,500 but better than an- 
ticipated. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.000: .35- 
65)—"Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and 
“Best Gal” (Rep), Neat $18,000. Last 
week, “Jam Session” (Col) and “Nine 
Girls” (Col), sad $13,500. 

Procter’s (RKO) (3.400: 35-$1.10)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport 
to Destiny” (RKO). Dazzling $30,000 
or better. Holds. Last week, “Lodger” 


+ 


(2.949: View at new spot. 


Chicago, April 11, 

Having enjoyed unusually good 
receipts for Holy Week and _ jn- 
creased admission taxes having had 
little effect, Loop managers are look- 
ing forward to a patronage boom be- 
ginning this week. “Lady in e 
Dark” opened big at the State-Lake 
with at least $39,000. “Shine On 
Harvest Moon,” at Roosevelt, and 
“Ali Baba,” at the Palace, each look 
like sock $25,000. “Song of Berna- 
dette’ moved over to the Apollo 
from the State-Lake, with $15.000 in 
Combo of “My 


Best Gal” at the Oriental with 
Martha Raye heading stage show, 
will do great $32,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 89-$1.20)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (5th week in 
Loop). Smart $15,000. Last week, 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (2d wk), okay 
$11,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3.900: 55-95 )— 
“Uninvited” (Par) (2d wk) and 
Gracie Barrie heading vaude, 
Healthy $47,000. Last week, grand 
$46,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95)— 
“Navy Way” (Par) and “Can't Ra- 
tion Love” (Par) (2d wk). Pleasant 


$7,000, Last week, good $9,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,150;  55-95)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) and 
“Hat Check Honey” (U) (3d wk in 
Loop). Steady $9,000. Last week, 
“Curse Cat People” (RKO) and “Mil- 
lion Dollar Kid” (Mono), ditto. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95)— 
“My Best Gal” (Rep) and Martha 


Raye on stage. Great $32.000. Last 
week, “Men on Mind” (PRC) and 
Louis Prima orch on stage, nice 


$24,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500; 55-95)—"Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Hi. Good Lookin’ ” 
(U). Choice $25,000. Last week, 
“Tender Comrade” ‘RKO) and “Hat 


Check Honey” (U) (2d wk), spar- 
kling $20,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 55-95)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB). Excellent 


$25,000. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th) (3d wk), satisfactory $12,500. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-95)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Bangup $39.- 
000. Last week, “Bernadette” (20th) 
(5th wk), fine $26,000. 
United Artists (B&K) 
§95)—“Guy Named Joe” 
wk). Sweet $26,000. 


(1,700; 55- 
(M-G) (2d 
Last week, 


smash $29,500. 


Woods (Essaness) (1.200; 55-95)— 
“Phantom Lady” (U) (2d wk). Firm 
$12,000. Last week, dandy $15.000. 


‘LADY,’ BRISK $16,500. 
STANDOUT IN DENVER 


Denver, Apri} 11. 

Snow on Monday put dent in 
week’s total business. However, 
“Lady in Dark” is packing Denham 
to pace city, and noics. Day-date 
run of “Sullivans” at Denver and 
Esquire will do well, for best com- 
bined take in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 46-74)—‘In 
Our Time” (WB) and “Two-Man 
Submarine” (Col). From Denver 
and Esquire. Fair $5,000. Last week, 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hi, Good 
Lookin’ (U), moveover, good $7.000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 46-74)— 
“Army” ¢WB). Neat $4,000. “Army” 
at this house, while Orpheum holds 
films over. Last week. good $5.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Big $16,500. 


Last week, “Standing Room Only” 
(Par) (3d wk), stout $9.000. 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 46-74 


livans” (20th) and “The Whistler” 
(Col), day-date with Esquire. Strong 
$14,000. Last week “In Our Time” 
(WB) and “Two-Man Submarine” 
(Col), also Esquire. $13.000. 


_ Esquire (Fox) (742: 46-74)- “Sul- 
livans” (20th) and “The Whistler 
(Col), also at Denver. Nice $3.500. 


Last week, “In Our Time” (WB) and 
“Two-Man Submarine” (Col), at 
Denver, mild $2.500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 46-74)— 
“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Ration- 
| ing’ (M-G) (2d wk). Okay $9,500. 
Last week, fine $16,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 46-74)— 
“Tarzan’s Desert Victory” (RKO) 
and “Trocadero” (Rep). Grand $11. 
000. Last week, “Leopard Man 


(RKO) and “Return Vampire” (Col), 
ditto. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 46-74)—“Jane 
Eyre” (20th) and “Hi, Good Lookin” 
(U), via Denver, Esquire. Aladdin 
route, Mild $2,500. Last week, “Pas- 
sage Marseille” (WB) and “Hat 
Check Honey” (U), m.o., fair $2,000. 


(20th) and “Women Bondage” 
(Mono), bangup $36.000 for 10 days. 
State (Loew's) (2.600; 35-85)— 


“None Shall Escape” (Col) and “Her 
Rookie” (Col). Passabie $16.000. Last 
week, “Jack London” (UA) and 


“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G), mild 
$14,000. 
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Seven Dwarfs” made box-office history ... 


Today, seven years later, it is writing a sensationally 


brilliant box-office chapter all over again... 


Seven years from now, in 1951, according to plans, 


“Snow White” again will arise to become “Fairest 


of them all’... 


Seven years after that, in 1958 —but let’s not carry 


it too far!... Right now let’s just cash in to the limit 


while that Lucky Seven is hot — but burning! 


WALT DISNEY’S 


Full Length Feature Production 


S BOOK “THE MEMPHIS BELLE”, TECHNICOLOR SAGA OF OUR 


and the SEVEN DWARFS AIR HEROES. IT’S THE INDUSTRY'S PROUDEST OFFERING. : | 
IN MULTIPLANE TECHNICOLOR 


Distributed by RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 12, 1944 


L. A. Holiday Sesh 


$58,500, 3 Spots, ‘Rhythm’ Hefty 616 
In 4, ‘Phantom’ Neat 24/56, 1.0. in 3 


Fancy; ‘Harvest 


‘ 


Los Angeles, April 11. + 

Firstruns are continuing at bull-| 
ish pace helped by Easter holiday 
business. New taxes apparently cut 
no figure here so far with increased 
scale at most theatres helping. 
“Shine on Harvest Moon” looks lead- 
er currently with excellent $58,500 
in three theatres, while “Broadway 
Rhythm” also is hefty at $61,000 in 
four spots. “Phantom Lady” and 
“The Impostor” look nice $24,500 in 
three houses for second session. |. 

Moveover of “Private Hargrove 
will land fancy $24,000 in three 
spots. after going over expectancy in 
four theatres first stanza. “Miracle 
of Morgan's Creek” looks strong 
$25.500 at two Paramount theatres 
third session. 

“Gung Ho” has $24,000 on holdover 
at Hillstreet and Pantages, rated dis- 
appointing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 50- 
$1) — “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) 


and “Rosie .Riveter” (Rep). Stout 
$8.500. Last week, “Private Har- 
grove” (M-G) and “Swing Fever 
(M-G), great $9,400. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 50- 
$1) — “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) 
and “Rosie Riveter” (Rep). Fine 
$14.500. Last week, “Private Har- 
grove” (M-G) and “Swing Fever” 
(M-G), above estimates to big $15,- 
500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB). Sweet $22,- 
500. Last week, “Passage Marseille” 
(WB) ‘(4th wk), okay finale at $11,- 
800. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1)— 
“Phantom Lady” (U) and “Impostor” 
(U) (2d wk). Forte $6,500. Last 
week, excellent $10,800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-85)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) and 
“Swing Fever’ (M-G). Strong $5,- 
500. Last week, “Bernadette” (20th) 
(8th wk), healthy $4,500. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1)— 
“Lady Monster” (Rep) (2d wk) and 
“Trocadero” (Rep). Tops first week 
at nice $6,500. Last week, with “Cow- 
boy Senorita” (Rep), modest $5,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB). Hefty $19,- 
000. Last week, “Passage Marseille” 
(WB) (4ih wk), okay $7,200. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) 
50-$1)—“‘Phantom Lady” 
“Impostor” (U) (2d wk). Neat $12,- 
500. Last week, solid $21,700. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 55-90)— 
“Suspected Persons’ (PRC) with 
Ella Mae Morse heading vaude on 
stage. Pleasing $18,000. Last week, 
“Chip Old Block” (U) with Merry 
Macs, Ada Leonard orch on stage, 


nice $17,200. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
(2d wk) and “Hat 


“Gung Ho” (U) 

heck Honey” (U). Slow $10,500. 
Last week, with “Hi Good Looking” 
(U ). disappointing at $16,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) and 
“Minesweeper” (Par) (3d wk). Fine 
$15.000. Last week, neat $17,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
451: 50-$1) — “Miracle Morgan's 
Creek” (Par) (3d wk). Good $10,500. 
Last week, nifty $11,800. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
$1)—""Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk) and 
“Hat Check Honey” (U). Meagre 
$13.500. Last week, with “Hi Good 
Looking” (U), average $22,000. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 50-$1 )—‘Phan- 
tom Lady” (U) and “Impostor” (U) 
(2d wk). Okay $5,500. Last week, 
excellent $8,400. 

State ‘(Loew’s-WC) (2,204: 50-$1)— 


(2,200; 
(U) and 


“Broadway Rhythm’ (M-G) and 
“Rosie Riveter” (Rep). Big $29,500. 
Last week, “Private Hargrove” (M- 


G) and “Swing Fever” (M-G), 
above estimates at great $30,100. 
United Artists (\UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
$1 )—‘Private Hargrove” (M-G) and 
“Swing Fever” (M-G). Powerful $10.- 
500. Last week, “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) (2d wk), heavy $9,500. 
Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 50-$1)— 
3roadway Rhythm” (M-G) and 
“Rosie Riveter” (Rep). Strong $8,500. 
Last week, “Private Hargrove” (M- 
and “Swing Fever” (M-G), $10,- 


way 


G) 
100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) and 
“Swing Fever” (M-G). Trim $8,000. 
Last week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G) 
Lorraine” (M-G), okay 


(2,296; 50-$1)— 


and “Cross 
$6.900 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 50-$1)—‘“Har- 
vest Moon” (WB). Solid $17,000. Last 
week, “Passage Marseille’ (WB) (4th 
wk), okay $6,000. 


2 Drive-Ins to Reopen 


Dallas, April 11. 

Despite continued gasoline cut- 
ting, W. G. Underwood and Claude 
Ezell will open their Drive-In the- 
atre on Chalk Hill on Friday (14), 
and on April 28 they will open their 
other Drive-in in the northwest part 
of the city. . 

Chalk Hill location was in opera- 
tion last year while the other loca- 
tion was shuttered. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week............$618,500 
(Based on 15 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Weex 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Bernadette Big 
506 in Detroit 


Detroit, April 11. 
Easter weekend plus school holi- 
day will find biz bouncing. Few fresh 
bills, with “Song of Bernadette” 
headtng for smash total. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (3d wk) and “Un- 
censored” (20th). Fine $11,000 to 
about equal last week when with 
Submarine” (Col) (2d 
wk). 


Broadway-Capitol ‘(United Detroit) 
(2,800; 55-75)—“Bridge of San Luis 
Rey” (UA) and “Trocadero” (Mono). 
Robust $18.000. Last week, “Jack 
London” (UA) and “Escape Danger” 
(RKO), brisk $15,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 85- 
$1.10)—“Bernadette” (20th). Looks 
smash $50,000 or near. Last week, 
“Phantom Lady” (U) and “Chip Off 
Old Block” ‘(U), nice $30,000. 


Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
55-75)—"“Gung Ho” (U) and “No 
Time Love” (Par). Back in for sweet 
$5,300. Last week, “Northern Pur- 
suit’ (WB) and “Higher Higher” 
(RKO), nice $4.800. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75)—"‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” 
(Par) and “3 Russian Girls’ (UA) 


(2d wk). Great $24,000 after last 
week's sprigthly $26,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


000; 55-75) —‘Heavenly Body” (M-G) 
and “Cross Lorraine” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Putting an okay $15,000 behind last 
week's bright $18.000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) (2.- 
000; 55-75)—‘‘Lady in Dark” (Par) 
and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Holding to tall $16,000 after 
last week’s surprisingly big $18,000 
for third week. 


Mpls. Better; ‘Phantom’ 
Stout $5,500, ‘Joe’ 176, 
‘Baba’ 136, Both Boffo 


Minneapolis, April 11. 
Better film fare and Easter holi- 


(Mono) and “Best Gal” (Rep), okay 
$2,600 in six days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 44-60)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d 
wk). Moved here from Radio City. 
Nice $7,500, Last week, “Cover Girl” 
(Col) (2d wk), big $8,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 40)—*Phan- 
tom Lady” (U). Lively $5,500. Last 
week, “Hands Across Border” (Rep), 
$3,200. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100: 44-60)—“Cover 


Girl” (Col) (3d wk). Third stand 
downtown. Healthy $5,000. Last 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) (4th 
wk), good $4,500, meking terrific 
$40,000 for 29 days. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 44-60)— 
“Ali Baba” (U). Heavy splurge on 


advertising helping to corking $12,- 
000. Last week, “Fighting Seabees” 
(Rep), good $11,000. 

Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 44-60)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB). Mixed 
comment, making it look like light 
$11,500. Last week, “Standing Room 
Only” (Par), big $19,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 40-60)—‘Guy 
Joe” (M-G).  Boff $17.000. Last 
week, “Jane Eyre” (20th) (2d wk), 


good $7,000. 7 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 40-50)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th). First nabe show- 
ing. Looks like good $3,000. Last 
week, “Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” 
(Par), $3,500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 44-80)— 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Here from Orpheum. Fine $2,000. 
Last week “Purple Heart” (20th) (2d 
wk), satisfactory $1,900. 


‘Lady’ Sockeroo 
266 in Seattle 


Seattle, April 11. 

Higher admish prices appear to 
mean simply better grosses here. 
Sterling’s Palomar now has top gen- 
eral admish of $1 weekends, includ- 
ing taxes, highest for first-runs here. 
Big grosser in week of smash totals 
all over is “Lady in Dark,” with ter- 
rific total for two houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 45-80 )—““Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
(4th wk) and “Action Arabia” (RKO) 
(2d wk), from Music Hall. Trim $5,- 
500. Last week, robust $6,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) 
—‘Lady in Dark” (Par). Terrif $17,- 
000. Last week. “Song Russia’ (M- 
G) and “Good Lookin’” (U), nifty 
$11,000. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Spitfire”? (M-G) and “Klondike 
Kate” (Col). Big $9.000. Last week, 
“Woman of Town” (UA) and “Beau- 
tiful But Broke” (Col), oke $7,800. 

Music Box (‘H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Eyre” (20th) (4th wk). Okay $4,500. 
Last week, grand $6,400. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Big at $9,000. 
Last week, “Action Arabia” (RKO) 
and “Timber Queen” (Par), not so 
hot, $5,200. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 45-80)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB). Great 
$16,500. Last week, “Seabees” (Rep) 
(2d wk), dipped to $7,100 in six days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1) 
—‘Mr. Muggs Steps Out” (Mono) 
plus Blackstone on stage. Stage lay- 


out helping to smash $14.000. Last 
week, great $12.400 on “Spotlight 
Scandals” (Mono) plus Zorima on 
stage. 


day trade is tilting boxoffice here 
currently. Even Holy Week, with 
admission boosts, brought surpris- 
ingly vig grosses. In the lead cur- 
rently are “A Guy Named Joe” and 
“Passage to Marseille,’ with “Ali 
Baba” also in big money. Holdovers 
continuing to do well, “Cover Girl” 
being standout. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 25-35)— 
“Banjo on Knee” (20th) ( (reissue) 
and “Timber Queen” (Par). In for 


five days, good $2,500. ‘Here Comes 
Elmer” (Rep) and “Suspected Per- 
s0n” (PRC) open Wednesday (12). 
Last week, “Chan Secret Service” 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
| “Standing Room” (Par) (2d wk) and 
|“Escape Danger” (RKO). Hefty $9.- 


1000. Last week. “Standing Room” 


| soloed to great $17,000. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 45-80)— 


| “Song Russia” (M-G) (2d wk). From 
| Fifth Ave. Good $4,500. Last week 
| (35-55), “True to Life” (Par) and 
|“Hostages” (Par) (2d run), $4,100. | 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
50)—“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) and | 
|““Man Down Under” (M-G) (3d run). 


| Nice $4,000. Last week, “Destination 
| Tokyo” (WB) and “Aldrich Haunts 
| House” (Par) (3d run), $3.800. 


Moonlight -Andrews Sis-Ayres Sock 
$31,000, Hub; ‘Russia’ OK 366, 2 Spots 


Boston, April 11. 


not exceptional, week. 
scale has not 
b.o.’s so far. “Standing Room” at 
Met is on top for single stands; 
“Song Russia” ditto for duals. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Moonlight Vermont” (U) plus An- 
drews Sisters, Ayres orch, others, 
on stage. Sock $31,000, after an all- 
time Holy Week record at $30,000 
with “Higher Higher” (RKO) and 
Blue Baron orch last week. 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-74)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Timber 
Queen” (Par). Staunch $6,500. Last 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) andj; 
“Casanova” (Rep) (2d wk), nice $5,- 
000 for fourth downtown week. 
Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-85)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport 
Destiny” (RKO). Opened today. 


Upped 
materially 


Post-Easter biz plus new bills is} 
boosting town’s total to a good, but | 
tax | 
affected | 


Good Lookin’” (U) (3d wk):| 
| fine $13,000. 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-74) 
| —“Standing Room Only” (Par) and | 
“Navy Way” (Par). 
after slow start. Last week, “Desert | 
| Song” (WB) and “Rosie Riveter” | 
| (Rep) (2d wk), big $22,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 35-74)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G). Big at $25,- 
000. Last week, “Cover Girl” (Col) 


(2d wk), robust $18,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Timber 
Queen” (Par), Good $12,000. Last 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) and 
“Casanova” (Rep) (2d wk), ditto, 
and solid for fourth downtown sesh. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 35-74)—"Song 
| Russia” (M-G). Off at opening, but 
| building; okay $11,000. Last week, 


“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk), trim 
$9,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30- 
74)—“Lady Death House” (Mono) 


and “Hot Rhythm” (Mono). Sound 
$6,800. Last week, ““Nabonga” (PRC) 


Last week, “Jane Eyre” (20th) and 


and “Voodoo Man” (Mono), $6,000. 


Cover Girl Lush $25,000 in Frisco: 
‘Heavenly 296, Tomorrow Big 126, 2d 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... $2,831,100 
(Based on 21 cities, 174 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnciuding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Best Weer... $2,439,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 187 theatres) 


Pitt. Biz Soars; 
‘Lady Hot 266 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 

Easter Week biz simply terrific. 
“Song. of. Bernadette,” playing Har- 
ris, started a bit below expectations 
but picking up and should break 
house record. ‘Lady in Dark” is sen- 
sational at Penn, and “Miracle of 
Morgan's Creek,” which moved from 
there to Warner, is ditto in h.o. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-65 )—‘Sul- 
livans” (20th). Excellent picture 
getting torrid $11,000. Last week, 
“Phantom Lady” (U), in eight days, 
mild $6,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 80-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th). At least $28,000 
is likely, an all-time high for house. 
Of course, helped by higher scale. 
Last week, “Impostor” (U), sad $3,- 
500 for four days. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300: 40-65)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). A _ sizzler. 
Broke Sunday (‘S) house record, and 
looks $26,000, plenty socko. Holds. 
Last week, “Miracle Morgan’s Creek”’ 
(Par), sensational $22,000, biggest 
Holy Week trade ever done here. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 40-65)—"Broad- 
way Rhythm” (M-G) (2d wk). Moved 
from Stanley, nice $3,200. Last week, 
“Uninvited” (Par), also on moveover, 
mild $2,400. 

Senator (Harris) (1-750: 40-65)— 
“Hey Rookie” (Col) and “Whistler” 
(Col). Rousing $3.500. Last week, 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U) and “Nirte 
Girls” (Col), $2,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 44-85)—“Ac- 
tion Arabia” (RKO) and _ Lionel 
Hampton orch. First stage show here 
in more than month but too much 
competish elsewhere. Ordinary $27,- 
000, or close. Last week, “Broadway 
Rhythm” (M-G), oke $13,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-65)—*Mir- 
acle Morgan's Creek” (Par) (2d wk). 
From Penn, to land phenomenal $14,- 
000. Stays over. Reopening picture 
at house, shut down month for re- 
modeling. 


‘Lady’ Rousing $17,000, 
Cincy; ‘Miracle’ Husky 


14G, ‘Heart’ Rich 


Cincinnati, April 11. 
Easter blooms and bioomers are 
sprinkled at the major cinemas. On 
the sunny side, “Lady in Dark” at 
Capitol, is topping the field. “Miracle 
Morgan’s Creek,” at the Grand, and 


“Purple Heart,’ at the Lyric, also 
are in high, All three hold. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-95)— 
“Moonlight Vermont’ (U) and Cab 
Calloway orch. Near season's low, 
$19,000. Last week, “Swing Fever” 
(M-G) and Martha Raye topping 
vaude, good $24,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 44-70)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Kicking off 
to smash $17,000. To hold. Last 


week, “Passage Marseille’ (WB) 
wk), okay $6,500. 


(2d 


Family (RKO) (1.000; 30-40)— 
“Jive Junction” (PRC) and “Boss 
Rawhide” (PRC), split with “Two- 
Man Submarine” (Col) and “Arizona 
Trail” (U). Average $2,600. Ditto | 
last week on “Rains Came” (20th) 
and “Under Two Flags” (20th) (re- 
issues) divided with “Amazing Mr. 
Forest” (PRC) and “Showdown 
Valley” (Col). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 44-70)— 


Okay . $26,000, | “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). Big 


$14,000, warranting holdover. Last 
week, “Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk), 
slow $4,500. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500; 44-70)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par). Sec- 
ond switch for third main stem 
stanza. All right $4,500. Same last 


week for “Up in Arms” (RKO) on 
fourth downtown sesh. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 44-70)—“Pur- 
ple Heart” (20th). Surprisingly tall 


$13,000. Holds. Last week, “Chip 
Off Old Block” (U) (2d wk), sad 
$4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 44-70)— 
“Song Russia’ (M-G). Season's low 
at $7,500. Last week, “Broadway 


Rhythm” (M-G), so-so $12,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Move- 
over. Modest $3,000. Last week, 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d 
run), pleasing $4,800. 


+ San Francisco, April 11. 


Business is brisk currently, with 
“Cover Girl” standout at the 
Orpheum. “It Happened Tomorrow” 
is tops of holdovers at United Artists 
while “Heavenly Body” is nice at 
the big Fox on first week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox ‘(FWC) (5,000; 55-85) —“Heay- 
enly Body” (M-G) and “Swing 
Fever” (M-G). Looks stout $29,000. 
Last week, “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 
“Rationing” (M-G), fair $24,500. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,470: 55-85)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Ghost That 
Walks” (Col) (2d wk). Fine $21,500. 
Last week, dandy $27,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1.475; 55-85)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Second week of extended first-run 
looks trim $13,500. Last week, smash 
| $16,500 at this small spot. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,650: 55-85)— 
“Manpower” (Par) (reissue) and 
stage show, “Girls A-Poppin’,” 
Fancy $27,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Apollo” (20th) (reissue) and stage 
show, very good $27,500. 

State (FWC) (2,160; 55-85)—“Lost 
Angel” (M-G) and _ “Rationing” 
(M-G). Moved from Fox for con- 
tinued first-run. Nice $15,000. Last 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) and 
“Coastal Command” (Rep), third 
week of extended run, big $14,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 55-95) 
—“Tarzan's Desert Mystery” (RKO) 


with vaude topped by “Wingy” 
Mannone_ orch, Johnnie’ Johnson, 
Benny Rubin, others. Excellent 
$30,000. Last week, “Curse Cat Peo- 
ple” (RKO). with vaude, brisk 
$28,000. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400: 60- 
85)—“Cover Girl” (Col). Socko at 
$25,000. Last week, “Chip Off Old 
Block” (U) (2d wk), bright $11,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100: 
60-85)—“It Happened Tomorrow” 

(UA) (2d wk). Appears sock $12.- 
000 for this small house. Last week, 
giant $13,300. 


‘Jills’ Fast $14,000 In 
K.C.; ‘Lady’ Wham 1836, 
‘In Arms’ Record 1636 


Kansas City, April 11. 

Biz at deluxers is up sharply this 
week. New tax schedule and upped 
scales apparently have had little ef- 
fect, Easter week always being big. 
Top grosser is “Lady in Dark,” at 
Newman. “Up in Arms,” dualed with 
“Falcon Out West” at Orpheum, may 
break house record. Earl Carroll 
“Vanities” is hypoing “Hat Check 
Honey” at the Tower. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; 
45-65)—"Four Jills in Jeep” (20th). 
Lusty $14,000. Last week, “Chip Off 
Block” (U), $9,600. 

Midland ‘Loew’s) (3,500: 40-60)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) and “3 
Russian Girls” (UA). Husky $15,000. 
Last week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G) and 
“Sailor's Holiday” (Col), okay $12,- 
000, but under expectations. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—“Lady in Dark” (Par). Socko 
| $18,500. Last week, “Desert Song” 
(Par) (3d wk), nice $8,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 46-65)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Falcon 
; Out West” (RKO). Terrific $16,500, 
| and likely new record. Last week, 
“Around World” (RKO) and “Hos- 
tages” (Par), nice $10,500. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100: 41-60) 
—“Hat Check Honey” (U) with Earl 


Carroll “Vanities” on stage. Big $13,- 
000. Last week, “Tumbling Tumble- 
weeds” (Rep) (reissue) and “Cows 
boy Canteen” (Col) with vaude, av- 
erage $9,500. 


Tucker Ups ‘Aldrich’ 
Stout $18,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, April 11. 

Rosy holiday prospects here were 
set back by weekend rains, so delux- 
ers have just slightly better than 
average totals. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 55-70)— 
“Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) and 
Tommy Tucker orch with Virginia 
| Weidler on stage. Hefty $18,000. Last 
week, fat $19,800 for “Hi, Good Look- 
ing” (U) and Jimmy Dorsey orch. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 32-55) 
—“Tender Comrade” (RKO). Siz- 
zling $14,000. Last week, ‘Sullivans 
(20th), sock $13,500. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 35-55)—‘Re- 
turn Vampire” (Col) and vaude. 
Offish $4,300 in four days. Last week, 


“Doughboys Ireland” (Col) and 
vaude, okay $5,000, same run. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 32-55)— 


“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “Heat's On” 


(Col). Slim $9,500. Last week, 
“Cover Girl’ (Col), holdover,. fine 
$10,000. 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 32-55)— 
“Sullivans” (20th). Nifty $5,800 on 
moveover. Last week, “Morgans 
Creek” (Par), solid $6,000 moveover. 
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On” | Arnold Pressburger presents DICK 


Original score composed and con 


with Edgar Kennedy * John Philliber~ 


& That's all—except that you get it at good old United Artists! 


POWELL: LINDA DARNELL-JACK OAKIE in RENE CLAIR'S ‘{T_HAPPENED TOMORROW?” 


Sig Ruman: Directed by RENE CLAIR: Screenplay adapted by Dudley Nichols and Rene Clair 
Arnold Pressburget * Released thru United Artiste 


| 


ducted by Robert Stolz * Produced dy 
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16 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 12, 1944 


Strand. N. 
Orch (15) unit 


Ted Lewis with 


| arrangements are different and ex- 


citing. His music boosts tempera- 
tures. Small house when caught, on 


Bebe Fox, Reed Sisters (3), Audrey | account of Good Friday, went nuts 


Zimm. Geraldine Du Bois, Geraldine 
Gale, Paul White and Teddy Hale, | 
Charlies “Snowball Whittier, 
certain Glory’ (WB), reviewed in 
“Variety” April 5, 

Ted Lewis remains one of the few 
surviving examples of how the stage 
metier of another day—strict, un- 
adulterated corn—can still be traded 
for fullest commercial values. 

Ted Lewis at the Strand is—well, 
he’s the Lewis of two decades ago, 
battered tophat, clarinet and all. He 


does it all in such an agreeabue, saie-) 


able manner that even showbiz die- 
hards, who may wonder at his years- 


long success at this type of current-| 


realize the 


day anomaly, must 
box- 


maestro’s showmanship and 
office power. 

Lewis has a large troupe, besides 
his 14 musicians. It’s sock all the 
way, and that includes Leo Morgan's 
fast pacing of the layout. There's 
Bebe Fox, cute hoofer in scanties that 
show off her neat-looking gams, and 
for added s.a. Lewis struts Geraldine 
Du Bois, hoofer-singer, and Geraldine 
Gale, newcomer to the unit and its 
ballerina. 

As if this weren't enough for sight 
and auditory values, there are also 
the three Reed Sisters for occasional 
harmonizing their standard 
spots on the bandstand. Then there's 
Audrey Zimm, cute batoneer and 
really one of the socks of the show 
with her, firstly, single twirling and 
then, secondly, with the simultane- 
ous handling of two wands. She got 
a terrific hand when caught, and 
deservedly so. 

Three culured boys are in the lay- 
out, and one of them, of course, is 
Charlie “Snowball” Whittier, who’s 
been with Lewis for years. He's still 
doing the standard “Me and -My 
Shadow” routine with the boss, and 
then handles a little bantering at the 
mike with the ubiquitous Lewis. 
Paul White and Teddy Hale are the 
other colored boys in the show and 


they provide some_ outstanding 
laughs in their exchanges with 
Lewis. 


Lewis is all over the stage, and 
hes never off it. He’s always in- 
volved in some little business with 
his performers, and he’s literally 
knocking himself out. But knocking 
himself out with an awareness al- 


ne 


! about the orch, and not without rea- 


son. 
Hampton himself clicks in a 
boogie-woogie piano session with his 
| five-by-five keyboarder, the two of 
| them stepping down for a roaring bit 
|of pecking, and later cleans up with 
| his vibraharp magic. Eube! Blakely, 
| male vocalist, could easily be the No. 
1 sepia Sinatra with the way _he 
|does “Besame Mucho” and “The 
| Music Stopped.” Dinah Washington, 
'the other vocalist, okay without be- 
| ing outstanding. 
| First time for the Hampton crew 
laround here, and lobby talk and 
| palm-pounding indicated there'll al- 
ways be a week for him at the Stan- 
‘ley whenever he wants to take ad- 
vantage of it. Rarely has a first- 
timer clocked such a solid hit. 
Evelyn Nightingale turned up ill, 
so Billy Nightingale, her partner, 
‘had to go it alone and did all right 
'with his eecentric legmania. Team 
of Conway and Park turns in some 
nifty stepping in a session that’s high 
from start to finish. Cohen. 


Cirele, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, April 8. 

Tommy Tucker Orch, with Vir- 
ginia Weidler, Kerwin Somerville, 
|Bud Kimker, 3 Two-Timers, Don 
Brown, Cy Reeves, Kemmys_ (2); 
“Henry Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par). 


Tommy Tucker is sitting pretty at 
the Circle, with a slick combo and 
an audience here that likes it fine. 
He bounces the kids with solid jive 
and rates with the oldsters with nov- 
elty stuff that isn’t heard every week. 
Virginia Weidler, grown up quite a 
bit, makes a nice impression as a 
slick chick, doing a couple of.songs 
and chatter about Hollywood. 

Tucker opens with a nifty arrange- 
ment of “Shoo, Shoo Baby,” then 
Kerwin Somerville sings his own 
“Dig It Up” and encores with “The 
Man That Comes to Our House.” 
Three Two-Timers, girl trio, har- 
monize neatly in soft-pedal style on 
i“Say a Prayer for the Boys Over 
| There” and a catchy novelty, “All 
Things Come To Those Who Wait.” 
Don Brown, romantic baritone. gets 
the bobby-sockers with “How Sweet 
You Are,” then scores heavily with 
“You're a Wonderful Baby” and “My 


| 


| Ideal.” Band contrasts “Swanee 
ways of audience likes and dislikes. é : 
And this audience, when caught, River” and “Boogie Woogie Woo” to 


couldn't get enough of him. 
Kahn. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, April 7. 
Harry Howard’s “Gay Nineties” 
with Leonard Gautier’s “Brick- 
layers,’ Chaz Chase, 
Vic Hyde, Larry Stuart, 
Craft, and John Muccio; 
Rhythm” (Mono). 


Harry Howard has combed the 
that 
sparkle and fitted them all into a 


field for vaude_ specialties 


Dave Barry, 
Charles 
“Hot 


close impressively. 

Miss Weidler tees off with “What 
Do You Think I Am, Just a Baby?”, 
then does some clever mimicry of 
Virginia O’Brien swinging a lullaby. 
Next she dishes up some Hollywood 
stuff in good taste and suitable to 
her years. Kemmys give the bill its 
comedy punch with a funny acro- 
batic routine, and Cy Reeves pro- 
duces some extra laughs with his 
gags and parodies. 

Biz good when caught. Corb. 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, April 7. 


smoothly running unit. “Gay 90’s”| Henry Busse Orch (17) with 
rates on a par with his “Pin Up| Betty Brownell, Wyatt Howard, 
Girls. Borrah Minnevitch’s Harmonica 


Show has a half dozen tall show- 
girls, who amply display elaborate 
Chorus of 18 likewise is 
dance 
routines in okay manner. Novel pro- 
is a minuet, with 


costumes, 
sprightly and go through 
duction number 
gals in boy and girl costumes, Larry 
Stuart singing “Blues in the Night.” 
Other numbers are well staged and 
lighted, 
evefilling. 


Heading lineup of standard acts is 


Leonard Gautier’s Bricklayers. 
Canine actors are uncanny, and have 
the audience applauding throughout. 
Vie Hyde, the man who plays many 


different instruments at one time, is | 


sure-fire. Has ’em pounding palms 
from his entrance, with his playing 
of piano, drums, trumpet, sax, and a 
flock of other instruments. Rating 
well with the other male specialties 
is Charles Kraft, hoofer, who makes 
a good impression with two tap pat- 
terns, one to the music of “Holiday 
for Strings.” Copped nice hand. 
Dave Barry, new to these parts, 
Sings a little, tells a few gags, slyly 
biuish, and then launches imper- 


sonations of radio personalities, of 


which he has a hatful. Lad clicks in 
a big way. Zany Chaz Chase, and his 
business of eating various objects, 
is a terrific crowd pleaser. He has 
played here’ several times, but 
patrons seem to enjoy his antics 
more on each appearance. 

Show closes with a patriotic finale 
involving Stuart and Muccio in 
Marine and Navy costumes. 

Altogether a swell unit. Business 
fair opening day Friday (7). 

Hold. 


Stanley. Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, April 7. 

Lionel Hampton Orch (17), Rubel 
Blakely, Dinah Washington, Billy 
Nightingale, Conway & Park; “Ac- 
tion in Arabia” (RKO), 

WB deluxer back to stage shows 
again after more than month of 
Straight pix, and they’ve picked a 
honey to welcome their return. Lio- 
nel Hampton is right up there with 
the top colored bands. 

His band, made up of five saxes, 
three trombones, four trumpets, two 
basses, guitar, piano and drums, 
boasts a flock of crack specialists. 
Maestro is a crack showman and his 


and scenic background is 


Rascals (8), Barbara Biaine; “Chip 
Off the Old Block” (U). 


Borrah Minnevitch’s mouth organ 
gang continues to be one of the best 
acts in what’s left of vaudeville. 
Guys do their usual cutting up and 
rough-housing but in between blow 
sweet hunks of music on their har- 
monicas, 

Harry Busse’s band features vocal- 
ists Wyatt Howard and Betty Brow- 
nell, with honey-colored hair and 
voice to match. Howard whispers 
“Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night,” 
“Do Nothing Till You Hear From 
and “Besame Mucho,” while 
Miss Brownell does “I'll Be Around,” 
“Tl Be Seeing You” and “Put Your 
Arms Around Me.” Both clicko. 

Band numbers point up Busse’s ex- 
pert trumpet-tooting and _ include 
“Hot Lips,” “Blue Lou,” “Melancholy 
Baby” and “Begin Beguine.” The 
Glee Club and Howard also do a neat 
job with ‘When Day Is_ Done.” 
Busse’s m.c.ing leaves a little to be 
desired. 

Barbara Blaine, seen here often in 
niteries, handles her terps assign- 
ment with grace and poise. Gal’s 
best is interpretation of “Meditation.” 

House was almost completely filled 
despite Good Friday .(7) -«when 
caught. Shal. 


Earle. Wash. 
Washington, April 9. 


Gali Gali, Paul Remos & Co. (3), 


| Betty Jane Smith, Eileen Ritter, The 
Roxyettes, Jo Lomberdi’s House 
Orch; “Harvest Moon” (WB). 


With a feature running 111 min- 
utes, Harry Anger is given 36 min- 
utes to fill from the stage. 
lighted and costumed there is not a 
lost moment. 

Roxyeties in a Floradora sextet 

routine open, segueing into Betty 
Jane Smith, who works in one for a 
| fast six minutes of fancy tap danc- 
| ing. 
Galli Galli and his baby chick rou- 
tine uses a sailor and marine from 
audience for some fast comedy. Paul 
|Remos and his lilliputians go through 
|a fast routine of acrobatics, pole bal- 
i|anecing and a musical potpouri, fol- 
lowing which the Roxyettes close 
with a Bill Robinson doorstep dance. 
Arke. 


Cleverly | 


Roxy, N. ¥. 

Harry Richman, De Marcos (2), 
|Dave Apollon (4), Gaudsmith Bros. 
| (2), William Archibald, Ben Yost 
| Singers, Gae Foster Roxyettes, Paul 
!Ash house orch;: “Four Jills and a 
Jeep” (20th) reviewed in “Variety,” 
March 15, °44. 


Very impressive lineup of talent 
here this session, plays as well as it 
looks on paper. That’s plenty strong, 
what with a_ rejuvenated Harry 
Richman, the svelte, never tiring De 
Marcos, the flip, effervescent Dave 
Apollon, and the perennially funny 
Gaudsmith Bros, 

For Richman, who recently com- 

pleted a seven-month stay at the 
Florentine Gardens nitery in Holly- 
wood, this is something in the way 
of a comeback. Richman today is a 
refreshing, impeccably-dressed, ter- 
rific song stylist. He remains in ex- 
cellent voice. To the cognoscenti 
and the carping critic his style might 
register as.a trifle corny. But he’s 
got class. 
Richman opens with “Putting on 
the Ritz,” his theme song, then does 
a medley utilizing such names as 
Jolson, Fannie Brice, Cantor, Sophie 
Tucker and the songs with which 
their names are most often linked— 
“April Showers,” “My Man,” “Suzy” 
and “Some of These Days.” That's 
an opener and a climaxer too. To 
close Richman has a surefire comedy 
takeoff on Sinatra. 

De Marcos, who close, are, as al- 
ways, sock. Both superbly costumed, 
their superb ballroomology embraces 
fox-trot and polka interpolations and 
a sophisticated routine from the film 
“Gang’s All Here” (20th). 

Apollon and 


gagging and a Russo-Hawaiian jam 
session going over. Instruments in- 
clude banjo (Apollon) two guitars 
and cello. One of the boys does well 
with a vocal, “Close to You.” 

Gaudsmith, Brothers register 
strongly with their standard acro 
comedy business involving two 
queer-looking French poodles. 
_They work in Russian costumes, 
tieing in with the Russ-themed stage 
presentation. 

Costuming for the house line and 
scenic backgrounds effectively point 
up tuneful native melodies. William 
Archibald, hoofer, is featured with 
the line. Mori, 


Tewer, K. C. 
Kansas City, April 7. 
Earl Carroll “Vanities,” with 
Three Sailors, Seiler & Seabold, 
Barney Grant, Costello Twins, Bar- 
bara La Rene, Barbara & Dardy 
Moffett, Burt Jason, Harry Blue, 
Bob Robson, Carroll Girls (16) and 


Tower Orch (9); “Hat Check 
Honey” (U). 
Tab edition -of Earl Carroll’s 


“Vanities” is one of the most lavish- 
ly staged revues to play the Tower. 
Every girl in the line is a looker. 
; Running 58 minutes, it all adds up to 
a good buy at 66c top. 

Following a snappy overture by 
the house orch, in the pit this week, 
show is opened by a film introduc- 
ing the Carroll Girls. This segues 
|into’ six of the lookers, on for a 
|flash, followe by Barney 
Grant. Trio of skits built around 
|return of service men after the war 
|follows. On next are the Costello 
Twins, who are novel and clicko. 

Barbara and Dardy Moffett swing 
out with some hoofing which the 
Ppayees go for. The Three Sailors 
have a fast-moving comedy routine 
which is good for laughs. Another 
number by the line is followed by 


guitar. 

Seiler & Seabold come on for a 
standout bit on oversize skis. Next 
to closing is a takeoff on Mexican 
plays, with Barney Grant and all the 
principals in roles. Finale brings on 
the entire company for a flash. 

House filled at first night show. 

Earl, 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, April 7. 

Ella Mae Morse, Buster Shaver, 
with Olive, George & Richard, Coco, 
Steve & Eddie, Watson Sisters (2), 
The Briants (2), Al Lyons House 
Orch (14); “Suspected Persons” 
(PRC) (British-made). 


With exception of Ella Mae Morse’s 
choice canarying of pop tunes, Or- 
pheum bill this week is all comedy 
and plenty good. Briants’ standard 
“Moving Man’s Dream” turn opens 
to top results. Slow-motion buffoon- 
ery always goes over at this film- 
vaude house. 

Comedy standouts when caught 
were the Watson Sisters. Gals don 
facsimiles of Wac uniforms and spin 
Slick G-I chatter that sells big. Act 
;is notably improved over their old 
evening-gowned stint. Coco, Steve 
‘and Eddie, knockabout acrobats, get 
over with neat balancing and catches. 

uster Shaver and his midget 
| troupe, Olive, George and Richard, 
| close the show with a well-liked rou- 
tine that varies little from their last 
|appearance here: Singing and dane- 
{ing of Olive and George, plus for- 
mer’s Mae Westian bit, are easily 
sold. Richard, new to troupe since 
last booking in this house, gave off 
with medley from “Oklahoma” and 
“No Love, No Nothing,” and Shaver 
and Olive repeat regular ballroom 
terping. 

Ella Mae Morse does four numbers 


his three Filipino | 
boys, click strongly, his Russ dialect | 


Barney Grant in rube getup, with a. 


and begs oft from a receptive audi- 
ence. She opens on “Shoo, Shoo 
Baby,” follows with “Milkman, Keep 
Those Bottles Quiet,” and encores 
with “Tess’ Torch Song” and “Cow 
Cow Boogie.” Her style is solid stuff 
for Orpheumites. Ay Lyons band 
supplies topnotch accompaniment. 
Brog. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, April 8. 
Martha Raye, Condos Brothers 
(2), Three Swifts, Roy Smeck, Win- 
ter Sisters (3), Ray Lang and His 
Orch (14); “My Best Gal” (Rep). 


Martha Rave, who has always been 
a big draw in this town, has the 
turnstiles clicking this week with her 
own revue. 

Closing the show, she sings “Shoo, 
Shoo Baby,” “Mr. Paganini’ and 
“Shut My Mouth,” and clowning and 
dishing out gags and stories. Much 
of her chatter has whiskers and some 
of her comedy efforts are just plain 
low. Nevertheless patrons eat it up 
and she’s a solid hit. 

Winter Sisters open with nifty 
acrobatics that include dancing, nip- 
ups, twists and a backbend by one of 
the girls while standing on the shoul- 
ders of another. Resounding ap- 
plause. Roy Smeck is a hit with his 
banjoing and “You'll Never Know” 
on the electric guitar. He encores 
with some uke numbers. 

Three Swifts register big with 
standard Indian club juggling and 
comedy patter, and the Condos 
Brothers turn a session of fast tap- 
ping into hit proportions. Ray Lang 


and the house orchestra on stage this 
Morg. 


week. 


| Wets 


Continued from page 1 


basic, economic problem, and that 
practically all dispensers of liquor 
have tried right along to aid the 
authorities. The big bugaboo has 
been how to determine who is, and 
who is not, a minor, 


It has been the contentton of the 
drys, mainly in the midwest, that to 
a considerable extent juvenile de- 
linquency has been caused, or fos- 
tered, by acquired drinking habits 
of minors, and that many nitery op- 
erators, among other liquor dispen- 
sers, contribute to the delinquency 
by their sales to these minors. 


Putting it in another light, the ALI 
emphasizes that circumstances at- 
tendant to minors parking in auto- 
mobiles cannot necessarily attach a 
stigma on the entire automotive in- 
dustry. 


Calling it a “sales to minors” pro- 


itself to supervise its own members 
through an extensive program that 
calls for newspaper advertising 
pointing out that operaors are trying 
to help and lectures to liquor dispen- 
sers on how to aid in stamping out 
juvenile delinquency, ete. As part of 
the advertising campaign, an initial 
series of six ads has been devised 
by the Biow agency wherein they 
are submitted to 
groups throughout the country for 
their own placement in local news- 
papers. Initial cost of the campaign 
is $25,000. 
Educational Spiels 


Typical of the lecture phase of 
the campaign is the recent talk given 
by Clarence N. Dufek, former mid- 
west. newspaper and 
man, who spoke in Detroit before a 


whose members are comprised of 
nitery and tavern operators. 
juvenile delinquency problem was 
a major subject of the parley and 
Dufek outlined the program. 


First results of Dufek’s planned 
talks to other such groups were 
made known yesterday (Tues.) 
when it was revedled that Manito- 
woc County (Wisconsin) operators 
adopted the whole ad series. 


That niteries would bear the brunt 
of the juvenile delinquency problem 
is seen in figures that reveal that 
they are among the greatest dispen- 
sers of distilled liquor. There are, 
according to latest figures of the In- 
ternal Revenue Dept., 227.248 retail 
| liquor dealers holding federal li- 

censes, and of these about 20,000 are 
package stores and 70,000 are nite- 
| ries. The rest are a motley group of 
eating and drinking places. 

Citing an Office of War Informa- 
tion report, the liquor industry re- 
veals that juvenile delinquency is the 
result of “crowded homes and 
crowded schools, lack of religious 
and recreational activities,” etc. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation is 
quoted as stating that “the basic 
causes of juvenile delinquency can 
be found in unsatisfactory home con- 
ditions...” 


In 194% there was a consumption 
of distilled spirits, domestic and im- 
ported, totalling 150,000,000 wine 
gallons, representing over $906,000,- 
000 in federal taxes. 


gram, the industry has taken it upon} 


liquor-dispensing | 


advertising | 
midwest conference of seven states! 


The | 


State, N. We 

Happy Felton, The Herzog: (4) 
Dick Buckley, Canada Lee, Blair & 
Dean, Allan Jones; “None Shall Es- 
cape,” reviewed in this issue of 
“Variety.” 


Plenty of variety in current show 
at the State, ably paced by jovial 
hefty Happy Felton and with other 
names such as Canada Lee and Allan 
Jones for the marquee. It’s a fast 
tight show apparently aimed at a 
quick turnover for the Broadway. 
mobbed, Easter vacationing young. 
sters, and the pace was particularly 
evident at the first show Monday 
(10), when caught. Latter factor 
was notable since the layout, at open- 
ing Thursday (6), ran around 75 min- 
utes, but it’s now approximately 50, 
Shirley Wayne was cut out after the 
opening day to speed up the show. 

Felton, of course, is getting to be a 
perennial returner to the State, and 
he remains an amiable, good-natured 
conferencier, particularly since he 
gave up his band some years ago and 
gained additional stage seasoning via 
“Hellzapoppin,” in which he was 
featured. 

Jones, in the closing spot, is still 
boff for the femmes on the looks, and 
on voice as well. Recently closed in 
“Jackpot,” Broadway musical, he's 
doing “The Music Stopped,” “I Love 
You” and, for an encore, his by-now 
standard “Donkey Serenade.” 

Dick Buckley is plenty entertain- 
ing in his novelty ventriloquial stint, 
but he had best exercise a little cau- 
tion on one phase of the turn. He 
selects four customers, brings them 
on stage and seats himself, with a 
mike, directly behind them: he then 
has them pantomime characters from 
the Amos 'n’ Andy program while he 
makes with the words. At show 
caught he brought up three youths 
and a girl. The guys were an un- 
kempt-looking trio. The distasteful 
part was when Buckley had one of 
them kiss the girl, a demure type. 
As a rule, Buckley works it with 
servicemen, with whom, of course, 
there can be no unfavorable criti- 
cism on this phase of the act. It or- 
dinarily gets laughs, though hokey 
jand slow in getting started because 
of the delay in recruiting stooges. 

Rest of the bill, comprising Canada 
Lee, the Herzogs, Blair and Dean, are 
reviewed separately under 

ahn. 


Adams. Newark 
Newark, April 11. 

Bill Robinson, D’Artega Orch (20) 
with Betty Lang, Lois Marie, Betty 
Lou and Florence; Jean Carroll; 
“Hoosier Holiday” (Rep). 

Always a prime favorite with 
Newark showshoppers, the perennial 
hoofer, Bill Robinson, will boost his 
local esteem with this engagement. 
| His performance is still socko; his 
audience appeal, if anything, is 
stronger than when he got top bill- 
ing in two-a-day 20 years ago, at 
Proctor’s Palace here. 

Robinson shows no outward sign of 
Time’s ravages. The grin remains 
infectious; his humor is simple and 
beguiling—and he still sells his type 
of tapping with a true showman’s 
salesmanship. 

Robinson overshadows D'Artega 
and his musical madamoiselles, and 
that’s a bit unfortunate. The all- 
femme orch provides a full quota of 
entertainment, revealing enough tals 
ent to stand on its own. 

D’Artega has zip and a personality 
that’s a definite click. He snares a 
warm response with his composition, 
;‘“In the Blue of the Evening,” and 
“Dark Eyes.” Several side femmes 
register nicely with specialties, not- 
ably Florence, who makes with the 
vocals and drums in neat fashion; 
j}and Betty Lou, a shapely lass who 
has plenty of knowhow with piano 
;}and accordion. Betty Lang, chirper, 
is easy on the orbs and pleasant to 
the ears. 

Jean Carroll gives a hint of stellar 
material. She needs better’ gags, but 
does remarkably well with what she 
has. Her parodies need a bit more 
polish, but the audience liked— 
plenty! Ring. 


RKO. Boston 
Boston, April 6. 
Andrews Sisters (3), Mitchel 
Ayres Orch (14); Eleanor Teeman, 
Windy Cook, others; “Moonlight in 
Vermont” (U). 


Definitely a staunch layout for the 
Easter week trade and as clicky & 
band show as they come. Opener 
| drew plenty of Sinatrasqueals, a phe- 
encountered with increas- 
|ing frequency here. 

The Andrews girls, same as ever; 
ido five numbers and fill with usual 
comedy biz. Still kill the customers, 
|of whom there were plenty. 

; They are backed by Mitchel Ayres 
| band, smooth but groovey. Fine mix- 
|ture of hot and sweet including 
“Everybody Loves My Baby,” “Holi- 
day for Strings,” “Body and Soul 
(featuring smart femme trumpeting 
by Estelle Slavin, who's announced 
here as successor to Ayres when_he 
goes G.I. next week), and “Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom” gets the band over 
solidly. Vocalists Ruth McCullough 
and Dick Dyer go over well with 
current pops. Nice setup all around. 

Eleanor Teeman okay in classy 
tapterps, and Windy Cook, billed as 
16-year-older from H'’wood, wows 
with imitations of plane 
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We are swamped with orders — 
. -Not only for you — and the rest of the Industry 


But for the ARMY, the NAVY, and the MARINES, 


NEVERTHELESS 


WE ARE RUSHING YOUR PRINTS 


And although the negative of 


Is seven years old — the quality of these new prints : 


will be even better than the originals 
So HAVE A HEART, WALT, | 


Don’t rush us too fast, ; 
Because above everything you want 
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) | WHAT I DID FOR THE PICTURE 


and 


WHAT WE BOTH DID 


| 
a | advertised it. | ballyhoo’d it. | went to town with it-’And as you gentlemen : 
see, it paid off pretty’-)1 do that with every picture|-) Big ones: ‘Little ones 
i In-between ones |-’Now you know why this house is such a consistent big grosser |’ 
5 heatremen. of hoot the bankroll only on the bi “And 
ome theatremen. of my acquaintance shoot the bankroll only on the big ones -- An 
are sarisrie preak even on weaker programs bu ars | earre 
-s;Every ad campaign of this theatre is geared up to go out an ather in the town's #£ 
i And hand i hat blonde tick 
collective eyeball and eardrum'.-’And hand it over to that blonde ticket-seller out 
S h h k WwW d h b ibl ° b e h 
front --?So that she can take over'--' We do the best possibile job with every picture = 
A d h d | h d h hi ” 4 | 
nd in these few words gentlemen“: ‘lies the whole foundation of showmanship.” | 
| WAR | 
Ono naATIONAL SERVICE 
PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 
iid STANDARD ACCESSORIES * TRAILERS. * SPECIAL ACCESSORIES 
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Jim Thompson (Cocalis) Opens Own 
Theatre; Other Exchange Briefs 


The Maplewood theatre, Maple- 
wood, N. J., formerly of the Fabian 


chain and which more recently 
cradled the stock shows of Chery! 
Crawford, has been renovated and 
reverts to films next Friday (14). 
House has been purchased by James 
J. Thompson, general manager of the 
Cocalis circuit, who will operate as 
his own personal venture. Opening 
will be an invitation performance of 
“In Our Time” (WB). Gerald M. 
Paulmier will manage for Thomp- 


gon. 

Other houses under Thompson's 
supervision for Cocalis circuit are 
the Park, Newark; Elmora, Eliza- 
beth, and Rahway, Rahway. 


Henry Greene, Jr., Elected 
Minneapolis, April 11. 
Henry Greene, Jr., young attorney, 
associated with his father in the op- 
eration of an independent theatre 
circuit, has been elected president 
of North Central Allied, local inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ organization. He 
succeeds Donald Guttman, who de- 
clined reelection because of impend- 
ing entry into armed services. 
Other officers chosen were A. A, 
Kaplan, Lyle Carisch, v.p.s; Harold 
Kaplan, treas., and Martin Lebedoff, 
see. 
Shinbach’s Shift 
Cincinnati, April 11. 
In staff changes last week at RKO 
theatres, Jerome Shinbach, from the 
105th Street, Cleveland, came in to 
manage the Lyric, succeeding Ed- 
ward Hogan, who took over as man- 
ager of the Family. Gordon Herd 
moved up to assistant manager of 
the Grand, replacing Haywood 
Mitchusson, who joined the military. 
Fred Delaney shifted from the Fam- 
ily to the Hilltop as manager of the 
Paramount and Orpheum, nabes. 


Connors to Miadle-West 


Tom Connors, 20th-Fox sales chief. 
and L. J. Schlaifer, central sales 
manager, left Monday (10) on a tour 
of middle-west, including Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago and Mil- 
waukee. 


New Col. Exees 


Irving Sherman and Sidney Sing- 
erman appointed assistant managers 


of exchange operations, under Hank | 


Kaufman, at Columbia Pictures. 
Rogers New Memphis WAC Head 
Memphis, April 11. 
Jimmy Rogers, Columbia branch 
manager, named chairman WAC Dis- 
tributors’ branch this area. 


Changes on Philly Film Row 
Philadelphia, April 11. 

Addie Gottschalk new office man- 
ager RKO here replacing Vince 
O'Donnell, made New Jersey sales- 
man. 

Film Classics exchange opened 
with Jack Engel in charge. 

Charles Mensing named manager 
S-W Hiway. 

Ben Wirth named head Stanley- 
Warner real estate dept., replacing 
Samuel Schwartz, resigned. 


Columbia Ups Baldwin 
Columbia promoted T. L. Baldwin. 
K. C. salesman from ranks, to branch 
manager Kansas City. Succeeds B. C. 
Marcus, recently made midwest divi- 
sion manager. 


Wechsler New Warner Mgr. in Hub 
Pittsburgh, April 11. 

Jerry Wechsler, Warner's 
salesman, transferred to Boston to 
become sales manager, new pest in 
Hub office. 

Eddie Mackins, granted deferment 
on account of leg injury, taking over 
head booker’s berth at Metro with 
departure of Irving Jacobs for army. 

Dave Fineman and Bob Leiber. 
local ‘theatre managers, acquired 
Ritz in Rankin on long lease. 

Rivoli in Beaverdale, Pa., operated 
by Ray Allison circuit, taken over 
by Harry Horoff and Max Bloom- 


- |through RKO. 
city | 


berg. 

Mrs. John Hauer, operator of | 
American theatre. Erie, in poor | 
health, negotiating for sale of 


house. 

Ken Reeves, manager of Warner. 
Morgantown, W. Va.. now lieutenant 
in navy, succeeded by Irwin Kay, 
former manager Liberty, New Ken- 
Ssington, Pa 


Mort Fordhan manager | 
Warners’ Ritz ‘here: formerly in 
vaude. 


John H. Kelley’s Shift 
Albany, April 11. 
John H. -Kelley, manager of Na- 


tional Theatre Supply for several ! 


years, transferred to Cincinnati of- 
fice as chief. Kelley came here to 


GENE TOWNE 


ease get in touch with 
Jacques Kop) stein. 


ASTOR PICTURES CORP. 
130 W. 46 Street New York 


| completed: 


replace Roy P. Rosser, Jr., when the 
latter entered the army. Rosser is 
now an officer. 
Historic Site Sold 
Tiffin, O., April 11. 
Sale of the Nable Opera House 
block, for more than a half century 
the center of entertainment in this 
city, has been made by Warren N. 
Leister to Arthur L. and Ray M. 
Hossler, general contractors of Tif- 
fin, O. The block, built in 1862, 
houses a theatre, several business 
rooms and suites of offices, 


Connors Pledges 
20th-Fox Co-op With 
Philly Indies on % 


Philadelphia, April 11. 

A committee representing the 
United Motion Picture Theatre own- 
ers of Eastern Pennsylvania met 
with officials of 20th Century-Fox 
in New York over the weekend on 
the question of policy on percentage 
pictures and local autonomy for the 
Fox exchange here. 

For vears local exhibs have com- 
plained that the Philly Fox ex- 
change, as well as some of the other 


majors, have always passed the buck ! 
when questions | 


to the “home oifice” 
of product rentals, etc., arose. 

Tom F. Connors, 20th-Fox v.-p., 
made the following announcement 
following the meeting: 

1. If an exhibitor does not show a 
profit on a 35 or 40% picture, and 
his overhead can be agreed upon, 
then he is entitled to an adjustment. 

2. Local branch manager to have 


complete autonomy for (a) adjust- 
ments to be made when regarded 
necessary; (b) question of repeat 


showings and conditions of buying. 
If an exhibitor plays a current 
product he can repeat shows at a 
flat rental. if agreed upon except 
pictures which are 
season with a percentage tag. 
Connors assured the committee 
that allocations for Philly area were 
no higher than other territories. He 
pointed out that the company was 


spending $27,000,000 this year for 28 | 


or 30 pictures as compared to $18,- 
000,000 for 52 pictures last year. 
Connors requested exhibitors in- 
sist that salesmen put all promises in 
writing in buying contracts. 


Lewen Pizor, prexy, 
headed the exhib delegation. Repre- 


senting Fox with Connors were the 
following: W. J. Kupper, Andy 
Smith, Jr.. William Gehring, Clar- 
ence Hill and Sam Gross. 


Schwalberg Joins Int’l, 
Dolid Might Up at WB 


J. F. “Mike” Dolid, head of the 
contract department of Warner 
Bros. is likely to succeed A. W. 


Schwalberg. v.p. of Vitagraph, Inc., 
Warner sales subsidiary, in charge 
of all exchange operations, on May 
1. when Schwalberg joins the Bill 
Goetz-Leo Spitz International Com- 
releases its pictures 


pany which 


Goodman. accessories sales 
manager, though this 
pendent on whether he is deferred 
from army duty. Sehwalberg, accord- 


ing to Spitz, wifl serve as supervisor 


Bernard 


of sales, making headquarters in 
N.. 
Spitz arrived east Saturday (1) 


and will remain another week or so. 
He stated that International will de- 
liver four pictures to RKO this year. 
They are “Casanova Brown.” just 
“Belle of the Yukon,” 
which come off the assembly 
line in a month: “Once Off Guard,” 
scheduled to go into production this 
week and a Sonja Henie picture in 
Technicolor. tentatively titled “It’s a 
Pleasure.” which will reach cameras 
sometime this summer. 


will 


| 
Berne Heads Singer Chain 


Joseph M. Berne. Cleveland, was 
elected president of the Singer cir- 
cuit last Friday (7) at a meeting of 
the board of directors of the Mort 
H. Singer Theatres Corp. He suc- 
succeeds M. H. Singer, who died on 
March 29. 

Berne has’ been with the circuit 
since its formation in 1933. 


RAWSON WITH COWAN 
Mitchell Rawson has joined Lester 
Cowan as publicity director start- 
ing Monday (10). 


released each | 


In the event Dolid is |! 
not made successor, a possibility is | 


would be de- | 


Anti-Axis Pix OK in Arg. 


Argentina government censors 
have licensed “Hitler's Children” 
and “Behind the Rising Sun” for 
Beneral exhibition there. 
Both pictures were 
banned. 


See Affiliated 
MPTOA Break In 
Bernhard Week 


Sudden resignation yesterday 
(Tuesday) of Joseph Bernhard, War- 


previously 


ers of America because of action on 


believed, of a complete withdrawal 
from the MPTOA of affiliated circuit 
representation. Bernhard, v.p. cf 


Theatres, member of the MPTOA., 
yesterday sent the following wire to 
Ed Kuykendall, exhib association's 
president: 

“In view of the passage by your 
organization, at a meeting unattend- 
ed by me, of certain resolutions to 
which I am opposed, I hereby tender 
my resignation as a director and 
trustee of your organization, effective 
immediately.” 

In addition to Warners, all other 
distributors controlling theatres who 
are signatory to the consent decree, 
are represented on the board of the 


ners of Paramount. 
odus may be expected. on top of 
Bernhard’s resignation, breaking af- 
filiated theatre 
MPTOA, is thought likely. 


whom, like Bernhard, are trustees as 


representing Paramount: Major Les- 
lie E. Thompson, of RKO: Dan Mich- 


half of Loew's. together with Morris 
|G. Leonard, of Balaban & Katz, and 
Sam Pinanski, of the Par. M. & P. 
theatres chain. Vice-presidents of the 
MPTOA include Frank C. Walker. 
partner with Par in the Comerford 
circuit: E. C. Beatty. Par and RKO 
| associate in Michigan, and M. A 
| Lightman. Par partner in the south. 
| Coincident with Bernhard’s resig- 
| nation, Kuykendall, president of the 
| MPTOA, got out a bulletin to mem- 
|} bers which seeks to clarify its posi- 
tion since “there seems to be soms 
confusion and misunderstanding.” 
Bulletin states, in part: 

“Perhaps one cause of this con- 
fusion is the insistence in some quar- 
ters that we must either have a 
new consent decree or a trial of the 
lawsuit which was filed in 1938, six 
years ago; that there is no other 
| alternative. 
| “We have never subscribed to this 
theory. We don't think the con- 
|} sent decree is any good and we se- 
| riously doubt that it can be patched 
| up to make it any good, even if we 
ourselves were given a free hand to 
rewrite it. We set forth three com- 


MPTOA. plus several operator-part- | 
That their ex-| 


ner executive, as director and trustee | consideration. 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own-/ 


the part of the latter in connectivn | to studios was settled Monday (10) 
with negotiation of a new consent! when 


decree, may be the forerunner, it is) were granted, other conditions on 


WB and general manager of Warner | 


, consummated, 


| Friday 


with the 


'a merit basis, they now want shorter 
support of the! 
| 
MPTOA board members. some of | 


well, include Leonard H. Goldenson, ! 


alove, acting for 20th-Fox. and E. A. 
Schiller. retired. but serving in be-| 


pelling reasons for this view in the | 


and 


(Tom. C.), 


collected 


memo to Mr. Clark 
the excessive film rentals 


because of small blockselling con- 


| vinces most exhibitors in itself that 
this is emphatically true. Neither 
'do we urge that the lawsuit be tried, 
as we most certainly don’t believe 
|any court decision in this suit will 
help anybody. Such a decision could 


be no better than 
|at its best and could be even more 
| destructive.” 

| Kuykendall lists recommendations 
|for a decree. if there is to be one. 
including a simplified standard con- 
| tract, months’ releases 
lat one with a 20% cancella- 
ition and all prices designated, no 
| designated playdates. no further cir- 
cuit expansion, a three-year decree 
and expanded arbitration without 
lawyers. 


sale of Six 
time, 


| Universal ‘Spreadin g 
Out in RCA Building 


| versal to take added space in the 
'RCA Bldg. Expansion will be prin- 
lcipally on the 9th floor when the 
‘Federal Savings moves out, all this 
|space being taken over. It will be 
lused for the contract department. 
| moved down from the 12th, and for 
additional offices for the ad-public- 
ity homeofiice staff. 

Space formerly used by the con- 
tract dept. will be employed for a 
large board of directors room. 


chief executive's offices on the 12th 
floor. 


a consent decree } 


Increased. business is forcing Uni- | 


For- 
merly, the directors used one of the, 


Granting 10%, Far Location Increase, 
Studios Discuss Other [A Provisions 


Winding up negotiations on an in-, 
dividual basis with the 11 locals of. 
the International Alliance of The-. 
atrical Stage Employees, but with 
the cameramen seeking to reopen 
their deal, the studio labor negoti- 
ating group this week are huddling 
with the IA unions collectively on 
(1) seniority; (2) a grievance com- 
mittee, and (3) the question of 
hazardous employment. Demands | 
for sick leave provisions appear cold 
but studio-wide group insurance, it: 
has been promisec, will be given! 


The matter of distant location | 
work for all IA members attached | 
increases aggregating 10% 
such assignments remaining the 
same. Producers yesterday (Tues- 
day) began taking up questions of 
seniority. 

Last of the IA local ‘deals to be | 
that of the sound 
technicians, which was closed late 
night (7), calls for a new 
reclassification for boom-men which | 
will be equivalent to a 15° increase 
for them. Others of this union will 
receive boosts ranging from 5 to 
10°. 

Although agreement was reached 
cameramen previously, 
under which some reclassifications 
and allowance for vacations brought 


them up to around 5% in money, 
with assistants who are now over 
the “Little Steel” total promised 
that efforts would be made | 


to get them raises ranging to 5% on 


hours. Instead of the present 54. 
hours on a six-day basis for some. 
members of the union, and 57 for 
others, cameramen are seeking a 


, Ists, 


| tween 


48-hour work week for All. It is 
doubted whether the producers will 
be willing to shorten the week for 
them. 


Prior to getting around to 
soundmen, deals were closed with 
the grips, propertymen, projection- 
lamp operators and laborers. 
Last-mentioned get a straight 5° 
raise. It was agreed with the prop- 
ertymen that reclassifications woulda 
be made for the lower groups which 
will mean minor salary increases. 
The projectionists are to get a 5% 


the 


| Straight increase, while lamp oper- 


ators, it was agreed, will get a $25 
raise. Grips are to get a 5° overall 
increase, but with a new classitica- 
tion established for grip foremen at 
$140 weekly. 

Demands for a 10° increase for 
swing shift workers was turned 
down flatly by the producers who 
also have steadfastly refused to get 
into the middle of a dispute be- 
soundmen and_ electricians 
concerning jurisdiction over tele- 
vision on the ground that this re- 
mains a matter for the American 
Federation of Labor to decide, 


Unless delayed in settling on a 
deal with the American Federation 


of Musicians, which is demanding 
studio staff orchestras ranging from 
25 men for smaller studios and 35 
for the four largest, the studio rep- 


|resentatives will probably wind up 


eastern huddles within another week 
or so. Before going back all con- 
tracts with IA unions will be drawn 
up for immediate submission to the 


| War Labor Board for approval. 


No date has been set to resume 
with James C. Petrillo, AFM prexy, 
but expected that it will be before 
the week is out. 


| New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. 


Humphrey Bogart 
“Passage to Marseille” 


with 
Claude RAINS @ Michele MORGAN 


Philip Sydney 
DPOKN ® GREENSTRER1 
Helmut DANTINE @ Veter LOEKE 


seorge TOBIAS 


HOLLYWOOD 


Continuous - Opens 10 A.M. - Bway & Sist St. 


“FOUR JILLS 
IN A JEEP” 


A 26th Century-Fox Picture 
Pine A jth Ave. 
Stage « 
Show R O x Y Sith st. 


BWAY & 
47th st. 
TOMOKEOW 
Anna NEAGLE 
Richard GREENE 


“YELLOW CANARY” 


STARTS 


In Person 


“LADY IN XAVIER 
THE DARK” CUGAT 
And 


(in Technicolor) 
Orchesira 


PARAMOUNT Times 
Peaturg Nitels 
BUY MORE WAK BONDS 


ON SCREEN 


Held Over-2d Wk. | 
"NONE 
SHALL 

ESCAPE’ | 
| 


IN PRRSON 
Allan 
JONES 


Haooy FELTON 
BUCKLEY 


Added Attraction 
CANADA LEE 


with 


MARSHA HUNT 


ERROL FLYNN 
PAUL LUKAS 


in Warner Bros 


“UNCERTAIN GLORY” 


In Person 


TED LEWIS and Orch. 


AND STAR-STUDDED KEVLE 


B’way & 47th St. STRAND 


DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


MUSIC HALL 


“COVER GIRL” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


RADIO 
city 


HELD OVER 20d WEEK 


* RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


VICTORIA THEATRE 


Hreadway at 46th Street 


United Artists Presents 
“VOICE IN THE WIND” 
A Ripley-Menter Production 
Starring Francis Lederer 


CAPITOL 
y in PERSON 

-6-M's Coler Musical MITZI MAYFAIR 
FRANKIE CARLE 


AND ORCH. 
Geo. Murphy Gic>y Sioms 


| 
{4 
| | 
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The Company That Promised You Great Grosses with LADY IN 
THE DARK, MIRACLE OF MORGAN’S CREEK, STANDING 
ROOM ONLY and THE UNINVITED Now Assures You That 


In Technicolor 


4 


THE INDUSTRY’ S PROUDEST OFFERING “THE MEMPHIS BELLE” TECHNICOL OR SAGA OF OUR AIR HEROES. BOOK IT NOW! 
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j 
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Broadway 


Jackie Gleason 4-F, 
Joan Brooks embarks on theatre | 


tour May 21. | 


Arline Judge left fer the Coast 
Monday (10). 

30> Milferd’s parents trained to 
Coast after visiting in east. 


RKO’s annual golf tournament at | 


Westchester Country Club May lb. 
Film producer Jack Forrester bac’ 

from Spain, where he sojourned a 

year. 

Kelcevy Allen's wife, Anna, home 

from hospital, recuperating from 

pneumonia. 


Captain Bill Fields a nightly vis- | 


itor at “Janie” during its four week 
stay in Toronto. 
“Roller Skating Vanities first | 


CHATTER 


director of the Pittsburgh Playhouse, 
Robert Gill will turn actor in the 
community theatre’s production of 


Shaw's “Candida.” He'll act Morell 
opposite Polly Rowles, local radie 
actress and former Universal film 


player, 


Hollywood 


Allan Dwan celebrated his 59th 
birthday. 

Susan Peters recovering after 
| jor surgery. 
| Bing Crosby bought a 10,000-acre 
i cattle ranch in Nevada. 

Mal St. Clair celebrated his 25th 
anniversary as a director. 

Rita Rebecca Phillips legalized 
‘her film name, Ramsay Ames. 


ma- 


| S@as. 


| Alexis Smith elected Buddy Poppy 


ticket men at 44th Street’ Gir) by the Veterans of Foreign 
("Winged Victory”). | Wars. 

Charles Oshrin_ formerly with Gloria Jean celebrated her 18th 
manager OF birthday and her sixth year at Uni- 
new Century sO | versal, 

Michael Gordon nes sone’ lh Herbert J. Yates in town for a 
ence Derwent as direc ve ol a menth to check up on Republic pro- 
becca” for Victor Payne-Jennings. duction. 


Victoria Cordova just completed 
series of transcriptions for Muzak, 
supported by Alfredo Antonini orch. 

3onita Granville, forced out of 
Capitol, N. Y., stage show last Fri- 
day (7) due to illness, reported im- 
proved. 


Non-sectarian meeting on “Racial 


Intolerance and the Juvenile Prob- 
lem” held at Actors Temple Tues- 
day (11). 

Leo Rose back with “Dream With 
Music.” Edwin Wappler, formerly 
manager of Blackstone, Chicago, re- 


placing with “Early to Bed” (Broad- | 


hurst, N. Y.). 

Playwright Philip Dunning back 
from a South American trek doing 
research on “King Coffee,” new play 
which George Abbott puts into re- 
hearsal pronto. 

Polly Moran mentioned for a lead 
in “Suds in Your Eye,” slated for ro- 
tary stock. 
another short stayer this season may 
also land in stock. 

Joseph Macaulay replaced Leonard 
Ceeley in “Early To Bed” (Broad- 
hurst) while Ralph Bunker of same 
show joined “Dream With Music,” 
Bernie West replacing. 


Irving Kaye Davis denies he gave | 


Elsa Shelley. his wife, any assist on 
scripting “Pickup Girl,” which the 
Mike Todd office staff is producing. 
Says she wrote it herself and should 
be given 100% credit. 

Miriam Quirk, sec to Maurice 
Bergman, Universal’s ad-publicity 
chiet, leaves this week for Nebfaska 
to wed Lt. C. N. Lockwood, Jr.. of 
Army Air Force. Returns to N. Y. 
post in about three weeks. 


toland (Bud) Taylor has taken his | 
biz following to the Seafarer, | 


show 
new Sutton place seafoodery. 
dentally, the old Firenze on W. 46th 
is now an aquamarine eatery, which 
is a new cycle in Gotham, what with 
the meat scarcity. 

H. Wayne Pierson, deputy collector 
ot Internal Revenue. elected com- 
mander of the Major George 
Shuler Internal Revenue Post, Amer- 
ican Legion, Pierson, originally from 
show business, has been 


assist professionals -in the prepara- 


tion of their Federal income tax re- | 


turns. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Kennywood Park opening April 25 
Rochelle & Beebe headlining new 

show at the Nixon Cafe. 


Billy Yates unit going into seventh | 


month at Hotel Roosevelt’s Fiesta 
Room. 
Ed Young, announcer at KDKA 


for last two years, upped to station's 
production staff. 

Mila Rosilliano has switched to 
Don Metz’s Club after four-week run 
at Villa Madrid. 

Mary Morris directing Tech drama 
new production, late Sidney 
Howard's “Lute Song.” 

Pauline Parks Dancers. back 
Villa Madrid and Nixon Cafe 
the Gloria Lee line next week. 


at 


Johnny Harris coasts on Monday 
(17) to spend two or three months 
out there on “Icecapades” business. 

Bill Cullen. who left WWSW staff 
couple of weeks ago, has landed a 


stat! announcer’s berth in N. Y. on 
CBS. 

Betty Falvo singing with USO unit 
overseas. She's a sister of Diane! 
Ward, who owns Cocoanut Grove in! 
London. 

Jim Keefe in town beating the | 
drums for “Good Night, Ladies.” | 
which Nixon gets for two weeks | 
April 24, 

Maryann Frances, vocalist with | 
Bud Murphy’s orch, has the chicken- | 
pox, and Jeannie Rega has replaced 
her temporarily. 

_Film companies, Warner and Har- 
ris theatres and all their employees 
contributed nearly $15,000 te Fed 
Cross drive, more than three times 
amount they gave last year. 

For the first time since he became 


| 


“Manhattan Nocturne,” | 


Inci- | 


K. | 


assigned | 
each year to the “Variety” office to | 


Sets | 


sponsored the 
Transport 


Claudette Colbert 
launching of the Army 
Appling. 

Ella Logan resting for a month by 
| doctor’s orders after her long over- 
seas tour. 

Binnie Barnes to Nashville. Tenn., 
|to visit her husband, Capt. Mike 
| Frankovich. 

Henry C. Rogers and Bob Wachs- 
man formed a new indie publicity 
organization. 


month's vacation in Mexico and the 
Carribean islands. 

Jane Wyatt guest of honor at the 
weekly dinner show for servicemen 
at the Masquers Club. 
| Bob Price, Dave Samuels. Bill 
| Drever and Krank Greenfield joined 
| the Ben Pollack agency 
| B. V. Sturdivant, of Fox West- 
Coast, elected vice-president of the 
California State War Chest. 

Abe Lastfogel resumed his USO- 
Camp Shows chores after a two- 
week vacation at Arrowhead Springs. 

Col. Fred Levy returning to re- 
sume direction of his Kentucky 
theatre circuit after wintering in 
California. 

Belle Baker takes over the top 
| spot in the Florentine Garden show 
| this week. with a film chore at Re- 
| publie in the offing. 

Jinx Falkenburg emceed the three- 

day Fiesta Grande de los Artes Pan- 
Americana in West Los Angeles, a 
| good-neighbor project. 
| Ben H. Atwell, restored to health 
| after two eve operations, left for San 
BA peri as advance agent for the 
“Kiss and Tell” stage troupe. 
Felix Jackson, writer-director, sued 
$47.060 by his former wife's 
mother, who charges he breached a 
contract tg@support her for life. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Nat Towles’ orch opened at Happy 
Hour nitery. 

Annual Sportsmen 
at Auditorium. 
_ Columbia 95% sold in Twin City 
independent group. 

Reel Fellows’ club staging show 
for Northwest Variety club April 15. 

Universal held invitation screening 


| for 


| 
| 


Show current 


of “Follow the Boys” at Granada 
| here. 

_ Local Warner branch led entire} 
U.S. last week in billings in “1944 


Round-Up” drive. 

Cfit¥ Edwards into Hotel Radisson 
| Flame Room with Joe Porretta or- 
chestra holding over, 

“G. I. Joe.” Fort Snelling all-sol- 
dier show, played to more than 30,000 
people in its Minneapolis and several 
other Minnesota engagements, earn- 
| ing $20,000 for Red Cross. 

W. H. Workman for M-G presented 
Hennepin county Red Cross chapter 
| $1,705.77, company’s allotment from 
“America Speaks” proceeds. 

Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
“Easter Parade Revue.” with 
Three Pretenders, Garron & Bennett 
and Selma Marlowe dancers. 

Bacealoni Grand Opera 
here for two nights with Minneapolis 


Terrace 


nas 


Symphony orchestra, offering “Bar- | 


ber of Seville” and “Don Pasquale.” 

Norman Pyle, M-G_ exploiteer. 
handling publicity for Red Cross ben- 
efit world premiere of “Private Life 
ot Paul Joseph Goebbels” 
}in St. Paul April 20, tossed dinner 
, and screening for working press, 


Mexico City 


Elvira Rios booked at Minuit. 

Jeanette MacDonald asked to do 
concert here. 

Jinx Falkenburg planed here for 
three weeks. 

Singers Chela Sampo and Angelillo 
signed for N. Y. dates. 

Francisco Hormaechea, film pro- 
dicer, to N. Y. on biz. 

Agustin Fink, head of Films Mun- 
ace film producer, seri- 
ously ill. 


XEB radio station, now film actor in 
his spare time. 

Maria Felix, film actress, featured 
en weekly “Fiction and History” pro- 
gram on XEQ. 

First national radio week being 
organized for June by Ministry of 
Public Education. 

Olympia hiked scale to 5 pesos ($1 
U. S.) tor “Flesh and Fantasy,” tops 
so far for cinemas here. 

Traveling road shows find it tough 
getting between towns because of 
crippled railroad situation. 

Margarita Nelken, leftist leader, 
debutted as film scripter on “The Es- 
cape.” which Norman Foster megged. 

Gen. Juan F. Azcarate, picture pro- 
ducer, asking key Central and South 
American centers to show Mexican 
documentary shorts. 

Leopold Stokowski cabled Mexico 
Opera Co. his acceptance of its invi- 
tation to conduct Wagner's Parcifal 
Oratorio at Palace of Fine Arts, May 
and 10. 

James A. FitzPatrick finished his 
color travel short of the Acapulco 
road. including Cuernavaca’ and 
Taxco, and has started another on the 
road to Vera Cruz. 


Chicago 

icag 

Mrs. Mort Singer has returned to 
her home in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Minna M. Schmidt. pioneer cos- 
tumer, is retiring after 50 years In 
business. 

Larry Stein, Warner Bros. Theatre 
circuit publicity head, has passed nls 
army physical. Lgo Schauer, 20th- 
Fox exchange office manager, enters 
the Navy tomorrow. 

Carl E. Cons. former publisher of 
Down Beat Magazine and now a war 
plant personnel director, has been 
ordered to pay half of his income to 
his wife, pending divorce action. 

David Brooks, who closed at the 
Camellia House of the Drake hotel, 
signed as the juvenile lead of Felix 
Young's “8:40 Revue.” opening at the 


B. G. De Sylva shoved off on aj} 


Lite 


rati 


Laurie Reviews “The Columnists” 

“In ‘The Columnists’ (Howell, 
Soskin; $2.50) Charies Fisher, him- 
self a columnist on the Philadelphia 
Record, makes a surgical survey of 
the High Priests of the Press. He 
starts off with a chapter called “The 
Uncorseted Press,” an_ interesting 
and informative chapter on news- 


Belasco theatre, Los Angeles, May 1. 
| Ow! 
—— Continued from page 


permit. More theatres in Italy be- 
come available for civilian exhibi- 
tion as the Army moves on in that 
country. Riskin said. Currently there 
are about 300 theatres in Sicily and 
Italy, plus seven* OWI mobile units 
showing entertainment pix practi- 
cally in the front lines to civilians. 
Army is impressed with films as 
being a great morale-builder for 


version and as a method of telling 
the truth about the war. Officers 
believe pictures are big- help in psy- 
chological warfare, even more so 
than radio or newspapers, especially 
in echelon work, according to Riskin. 


Initial job of officials when énter- } 


ing occupied territory is to confiscate 
Geiman and Ifalian pix, and substi- 
tute American 
Experience has shown, Riskin said, 
that when a theatre opens in an oc- 
cupied area, it takes several weeks 
for civilian audience to forge into 
the majority, since they are becom- 
ing acclimated to their new neigh- 
bors. 


dubbing, they are now seeing films | 
with subtitles, but gradually are get- | 
ting what they ask for as facilities | 


troops and civilians, both as a di- | 


and British product. | 


| Advertisers 


Continued from page 1 — 


carpenters, lights, soundmen and 
various other elements necessary for 
a first-rate show gives more than 
an inkling of the direction tele costs 
are going to move and it ain't 
down. 

Actors get paid for rehearsing, too, 
and so do musicians, stage crews, etc. 
Preliminary estimates on the time 
necessary to whip a top Grawer video 
show into shape before “curtain” 
time range between 20 to 30 hours 
for a half-hour presentation of a 


company | 


here andj} 


Bernardo Sancristobal, manager of 


Straight, or part. dramatic format. 
Similar radio shows have been 


; prepped successfully in four hours. 


Mr. Advertiser-of-the- 
s to know, “How much is 
television business to 


No wonder 
future want 
this 


cost?” 


going 


Actors’ Petition 


Continued from pzge 1 


was that a petition was more prop- 
erly of managerial concern. How- 
ever, the League of New York Thea- 
tres has not been contacted. 

While the petition an actors’ 
move, at least one manager is known 
to have okayed the idea, although 
the showman’s product was not sub- 
jected to any of Rascoe’s frequent 
pungent reviews. 

In some managerial circles Ras- 
coe’s critical didoes are regarded 
differentiy, those showmen saying 
that Rascoe’s dissenting opinions ex- 
cite discussion of the theatre and 


is 


are, therefore, not harmful. 


papers in general and columnists in 
particular. He tells about the big 
|}and small-town papers and how the 
columnists crept into the important 
space of the papers. He tells about 
many of the present-day columnists 
and about many who have already 
gone to “By-Line Heaven.” This he 
tells while washing his hands, put- 


ting on the rubber gloves and get- 
ting his typewriter ready to probe 


personalities and souls 
leading American 


the minds, 
of some of our 
columnists. 

On his surgical table he operates 
‘on such patients as Walter Winchell, 
| Walter Lippmann; Westbrook Peg- 
‘ler, Raymond Clapper, Pearson and 
| Allen, Sam Grafton, Danton Walker, 
|Leonard Lyons, David Lawrence, 
‘Paul Mallon and Ernest K. Lindley, 
|Maior George Fielding Eliot, Doro- 
thy Thompson and a few more. 
|Then “Dr.” Fisher proceeds to re- 


'move their shallow profundity, pre- | 


| tensions, boasts, smugness, merits, 
‘ethics, talents, noble qualities and 
| loyalties. He places them in the 


reader's lap, without making a mess, 

then puts them back in place again. 

He does it all without hurting the 

| patient . it is not exactly a 

| bloodless operation, but this skilful 

'word-surgeon bandages the 
wounds neatly, leaving no scars. 

' J] like the book because there is no 
malice in it. It’s a swell reportorial 
job done by an expert reporter. You 

, smile while reading it, and it makes 

you like the columnists a lot better, 

because you find that most of them 
are regular guys who like and hate, 


| have definite opinions and make 
|mistakes. They're human. Sure, 
they’re hammy, but headliners in 
‘any line are hammy. Why not? 
These men and women have millions 
of readers a day: if they weren't) 
tops they wouldn't hold the star 


| dressing space of their papers very 
long. 

Charlie Fisher did a swell job, he 
“hews to the spine and let the ribs 
fall where they may.” 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Runyon’s Op in N. Y. 

Damon Runyon, who came east 
from Hollywood recently. was oper- 
ated upon at the Memorial hospital, 
| N. 
be less severe than reported. Patient 
was reported in good condition Tues- 
'day (11), but will not be permitted 
visitors until next week. 


was writing his column for the N. Y. 
Mirror, but doctors urged him not to 
delay surgical treatment. 


Mellett’s Column Stint 


| Lowell Melleit’s column, “On the 
Other Hand,” begins this week in 
'the Washington Star: It will be| 


syndicated, with the New York Post 
having already accepted a contract. 
Mellett, who was $10,000 a year 


a 


| presidential assistant. has been eager |} 


to get back into the newspaper 
game. Washington Star figures it 
| will offset Frank Kent's bitter 
mination against the New Deal. about 
| which it has received many com- 
| plaints. 


| Understood Mellett makes no finan- | 


' cial sacrifice in resuming the edi- 
} torial desk. In fact with syndication 
| his returns will exceed his White 
House salary. Mellett was formerly 


executive editor of the Washington 
Scripps- | 


the 
Roy Howard 
Deal. 


| Daily News. He quit 
| Howard chain when 
departed from the New 

Test Case on “Strange Fruit” Ban 

“Strange Fruit” controversy, de- 
veloping when the novel was “volun- 
tarily removed from the  book- 
shelves” by the booksellers them- 
selves whep Hub police suggested 
| prosecution, culminated in a test 
| case this week when Bernard DeVoto 
of Harvard, literary critic, historian 
and author of “Year of Decision,” 
purchased a copy of the book from 
a Harvard square bookseller. 

The bookseller was arrested by 
police, who had been invited to at- 
tend the purchase. Case, defended 
by  Masachusetts Civil Liberties 
Union, book’s puBlishey, and others. 
figured to end up in Supreme 
Judicial Court. 

In the meantime, the case's pros 
and cons raged in the local press, 
and many printed, in letters columns, 
a letter dddressed 
booksellers protesting their action in 


Y.. for a throat affliction, said to} 


Up to around 10 days ago Runyon | 


ful-| 


te the Boston! 


refusing to retail the book. Letter 
was signed by Clifton Fadiman, Car! 
Carmer, Dorothy Thompson, wij] 
Irwin, Fannie Hurst, Manuel Kom- 
roff and William Sloane, all of the 
American Center of P.E.N. 


Newspaperman’s Paper 

“Newspaperman,” monthly mag of 
fact, fiction, humor and opinion 
written by working newspapermen 
made its first appearance yesterday 
(11). Publisher is Harry P. Hur- 
wich, with two Boston newspaper- 
men, Herbert A. Kenny and William 
F. Pedersen, editor and managing 
editor respectively. 

Mag, published by Tribune Publi- 
cations, Boston, is printed on news 
stock in tabloid form, with the first 
issue carrying more than 35 stories, 
besides cartoons and features. 


CHATTER 

Ed Leahy. of Chicago Daily News, 
| doing a series of Hollywood yarns. 

| Preston Sturges is writing a yarn 
about motion pictures for Life, his 
first magazine effort. 

Roy Redman in Hollywood to in- 
| terview Darryl Zanuck for the New 
| York Times Magazine. 

Lon Jones, Hollywood correspon- 


dent for Australian publications, 
hospitalized for surgery. 
Jim Marshall, head of Collier's 


new Hollywood office, is doing a 
piece on Mark Hellinger. 

Steve Fisher, on 12-week lay-off 
period at Warners, is writing another 
novel, “To Find Each Other.” ° 

Pete Martin wrote a yarn about 
| Loren Holmes, and the Paramount 
,; Studio nursery for Satevepost. 
| Bernard Sobel has a_ backstage 
| “show must go on” article in soon- 
| due Sat. Review of Literature. 

Jimmy Savo, comic, has sold an- 
other story to Vogue, dealing with 
people living in his castle in Italy. 

Ira Wolfert recovered from in- 
juries suffered in-an accident on this 
side, and off to England for some 
more war reporting. 

Ed Dukoff, director of public re- 
|lations for Esquire and Cgronet 
mags, is in Hollywood contacting the 
motion picture industry. 


Samuel French has brought out 
Emmet Lavery’s dramatization of 
| ‘Murder in a Nunnery,” from the 


novel by Eric Shepherd. 

Margaret Lee Runbeck returning 
from the Coast to be on hand for 
the publication of her next novel, 
“A Mirror for Witches.” 

Joe Wiegers, promotion manager 
for MacFadden Publications, has 
entered the U. S. Maritime Service. 
Abner Sideman succeeds. 

Ed Churchill checked out of the 
Spitz-Goetz publicity department to 
catch up with his pulp mag assign- 
ments and to write a novel. 

Pearl Buck turned down a Demo- 
cratic bid that she run for Congress 
in the Bucks-Lehigh district of Penn- 


sylvania, where the novelist has a 
farm, 
| “Bucky Bear,” child book pub- 


lished by Lothrop, Lee & Snephard, 
was written by Elaine Wayne, 
| United Artists syndicate and maga- 
| zine contact. 

New “Saint” omnibus out by Leslie 
| Charteris. Author, in preface, com- 
pares interest in his character com- 
parable to Sherlock Holmes, avoid- 
ing all modesty, false or otherwise. 

William Lyons Phelps Memorial 

| started at Yale. Funds wanted to 
| add books to library Phelps left col- 
| lege. Committee includes Somerset 
Maugham, Edna Ferber and Jchn 
| Kieran. 
Mark Gayn, of Time mag. who’s 
| been a correspondent in Asia for 
| many years, will have his autobiog 
published by Knopf soon. Volume 
will bear the title of “Journey From 
the East.” 

A. D. Faber digging material for 
| puppet tome to be published by 

Harpers. Requests information on 

hand puppet or marionette show, 

past or present, be sent to him at 29 

E. 20th street, N. Y. 

Lucian Cary collabing with Frank 
Vicovari, of the American Field 
| Service (Red Cross), in a Collier's 
and Thos. Y. Crowell book publica- 
tion of the latter's experiences. 
Mark Hanna agented. 

Maurice Samuel won the $1,500 
first prize in the Saturday Review of 
Literature-Anisfield Awards for his 
|book, “The World of Sholem 
Aleichem.” Second prize, $500, to 
Roi Ottley for his “New World A- 
| Coming.” 

Edward Tomlinson, Blue network 
analyist and Latin American expert, 
joins Collier's mag as staff cor- 
respondent and editerial advisor on 
“good neighber” matters below the 
| border. He stays on at his radio 
post, however. 
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Message John Ryan CBS Exit Seen Burn 


Several weeks ago “Variety” issued a challenge to iis radio 
industry. In effect, it was pointed out that radio could | 
make a tremendous contribution toward the solution of post- 


war unemployment. And that radio could thus elevate itself | 
to the topmost ranks of industry. Sure, the problem posed | 


was not one that would respond to isolated dabs by individual 
stations. If such were the case, any enterprising promotion 
man could advantageously exploit the idea for individual 
gains and still not touch the problem as it looms in the 
future. 

No, Mr. Ryan. As we said before, the job that “Variety” 
has in mind for radio is an all-encompassing one, too big for 
individual men or stations, but not too big for a united radio. 


We tossed out the challenge. “Variety” only sketchily 
outlined the manner in which radio could carry it out. To 
date, radio has voiced no comment on the matter, at least not 
officially. Is the job so big that radio is frightened? Or does 
radio want to put on blinkers and so blind itself to the need 
for post-war planning? 

As the incoming president of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, we feel that you, Mr. Ryan, will be in a position to di- 
rect the energies of radio in tackling probably the biggest 
post-war pr oblem that will face an America striving to main- 
tain its democratic ideals—the rehabilitation of our country 
through the reemployment of its vast demobilized armed 
forces. By unifying its membership and by organizing for a 
constructive campaign to encompass all the phases of edu- 
cation necessary to acquaint the people both with the enor- 
mity of the task and the various possibilities for its solution, 
the NAB- Ww ould be taking the reins of leadership. 


Films, Radio Find Plus-for-Plug 


Despite the breach that’s devel- # 
oped between film studios and radio bl 
over guest stars, script prices, etc., McCaffrey’ S Added Sta e | 
recent weeks have shown increased Bill McCaffrey will take over most 
activity in tieups between pix and} of the clients handled by the late 
air shows on a plug-for-plug basis.| Nelson Hesse, who shared office 
Through the current swap basis, pix | space with him. He'll represent 
companies are tying in with quiz- | Stoopnagle and Budd, Cornelia Otis 
vers and other programs to push! Skinner, Roland Young and the east- 
product immediately prior to nation-' ern activities il the Phil Berg-Bert 
al release date, with air shows in) Allenberg age. 
turn benefiting by film company ex- McCaffrey has Alice Mur- 
ploitation which reaches Hooper’ phy, with — for a long time, to 
cities. In addition, the pix com- | ajq him. 
panies are carrying the expense 
freight in moving the air shows into 


the various towns, over and above . 
the usual program cost. 9EnCcy e ] 


Warners and 20th-Fox both tied | 
in with Mutual’s “Double or Noth- | 


-ECCLESINE QUITS NBC 


TOUGH THIS YR. Over Net's Dropping of Turfcasts 


+ Brea has developed between the 
The summer replacement problem sports and program department t 
for top air shows is presenting the } Shosta Cola! CBS ove decision to drop Saturday 
P } Out of tl f t iv aiternoon horse racing br Icasts 
agencies with even a greater head- | Jut of the welter of activity ne ee ee on 
; ana super-promotion job that network, What part arly 
a nan was anticipated spon preluded the preem broadcast of hurns tne webs sports department 
sors, concerned over maintaining the Shostakovich Eighth Svm- is the fact that a recent survey 
their high ratings over the hot} Phony by Artur Rodzinski and among all the affiliates showed that 
| thea T >} ar eports ates second ar 
months, are willing and anxious te} are N. Y. 1 hilharmonic POE ARE 
slunk down + ag : | tra has come following CBS tion managers on what they like 
WwW op col yy" suital ; 
p a | press department jingle written best, 
replacement show, but the boys re- | in a moment of inspiration by | The racing stanza has been Ted 
sponsible for whipping them to- | one of the staff's lyricists: Husing’s ee for four years. but 
gether find themselves in a predica- | Shostakovich hits the spot eee ae assigned to the new 
ment where the t f } Pl Five full movements that’s a “Visiting Hou Saturday afternoon 
men vnere talent de- } 
See) jot. show which bows in April 29 and 
sired Just isnt ay ailable. Twice as tough on the picco- Ii send the portscaster on a cross- 
With but few exceptions. the loo... ountry tour into hospitals for in- 
cream of the network rosters will Shostakovich is the swing for terviews with GI wounded. Sports 
| Yor ‘ division has been making u SS@ 
be on the absentee list for the 
efrorts te vitch the show to an- 
summer hev'r lv facced 
summer. They're not only tagged other time. possibly on Sunday, th 
out, after strenuous tours into the program department retorting 
camps, GI benefits, ete., but they 0 a s C ack, that the Saturday afternoon slot is 
the only time available. 


figure that the rest and shedding | ius al W Dept 
ew snow 1S a ar ept., co-op 


themselves of attendant program e e e h Husing. of course. anxie 10 
PUSIN GE, rse, anxious 

worries is more important than the r: In Wy 1 S pitch in. Nevertheless, he, too, is 

, : : e plenty burned over the dropping of 


surplus summertime revenues which 
1@ Yacing, with reports that he’s 


; will be earmarked for the tax cof- a — 

fers anyway ; planning to check out of CBS and 

| fers yway. ul { e ar a | go freelance when his contract ex- 
Thus far only a few replacements | pires in August. 


have been made, with the problem | Network in past has kept Saitur- 


|growing increasingly tough, al-! The Blue network found out w hat | Gay afternoon spots clear, carry ie 
| though plenty of packages are on the | its listeners think about its daytime! right through with raci ng from mid 


market and making the rounds. The | shows, but only at the expense of| dle of April to start of football sea- 
agencies aren't interested in com-j} nearly jamming up Akron’s war-'| son from the five major tracks in 
mitting their clients to so-so “carry- | tempoed communications system. As} the N. Y. area but this year the Col 


;over” shows holding out for solid | a result, the web, rather than invite; Stoopnagle show now occupies Sat- 


Deal on Air Pays Double Dividends 


material. But for the most part the! a reprimand from the WPB, has! urday afternoon time. as does the 
boys and girls with real air talent | abandoned an experiment launched) Philadelphia Orchestra. Latter, how- 
aren't interested or are not avail- | among its affiliate stations, at least) ever, goes off the latter part of this 
able. Many of them who, it’s felt. } for the duration. month, and if the Stoopnagle show 


would normally be available for the } To test listener strength of its, Snares a sponsor, it, too, it’s reported, 
precy months are anxious to! shows, the Blue asked its affiliates! could readily be switched. 
check in on the overseas route to| to either cancel one. of more broad-| Also a question mark is whether 
entertain the GIs on the fighting | casts of programs without notice or) Husing will be made available tor 
front. | to make an announcement to the ef-| the Kentucky Derby, for which CBS 


fect that the program would be dis-| again has an exclusive with the 
continued unless enough listeners| sportscaster pacted this year to 
phoned or wrote voicing their ap- | handie the assignment solo. Which 
proval. |} means that he'd have to be relieved 


FOR OW! ASSIGNMENT Everything was going along, Of the “Visiting Hour” show on that 
ernoon. 


smoothly, with the web execs re-| 
Joseph A. Ecclesine, sales promo- | porting favorable reaction piling up, | 
tion manager for NBC, is resigning,| U9til one day WARK in Akron) 


effective April 15, to take over as | ec the “Ladies << Seated” Re rt Shuberts 
afternoor ‘ogram., 
|chief of the Allocations Division of 


knew what was happening, the / 


Domestic Radio Bureau in! ron switchboards were so 


ing” quizaer to plug new pix, lat- | : bs 
ter shipping the John Reed King Hy OW ll ll 
“Double” ain 


crew. to Lookout Mountain 
in the Rockies for Friday's (7) MBS 
session. Studio garnered plenty of | 
free plugs for its “Buffalo Bill” pic- | nighttime shows for a nationally- 
ture and other 20th product and in known client last week suddenly 


return heralded the quizzer in pre- | found itself confronted with an un- 
broadcast exploitation in- Denver | usual order from the client to hefce- 
and throughout Colorado. forth lay off all publicity on the 
Simil arly, Warners is taking the | show The dictum stated furthei 
“Double” show to Philadelphia with | that the publicity department of the 
® similar exploitation buildup. for a) network which carries the program 
special screening of the Fredric) would in the future take care of all 
March starrer, “Adventures of Mark | releases. 
Twain,” before an audience of .stu- Edict stems from resentment on 
dents from seven universities and the part of the net’s ballyhoo chief 
women in the services. Jesse Lasky.| over pressure brought by _ the 


producer of “Twain,” will also par- | agency's publicity department, which 
Ucipate in the quiz session. Picture | fejt that the web boys weren't con- 


also got a buildup via the appear- tributing their share to the show’s 
ance of March and his wife, Florence buildup. 
Pos “Information Please” The web's publicity bo 
‘ ; took the matter straight to the 
sor with a promise that he 
| allow one of his men to devote 20° 
Miami Beach Sponsored his time working on 
. ount if the agency were ¢ 
Air Show Skedded For 
agreed. 
MBS Nixed By War Dept. 2" 00 
IX€ y ar ep view that, the manpower situati 
‘ram skedded to tee off on the; being what it is, it relieves the of 
network April 16, with the! one more headache, it feel 
city of Miami Beach as the sponsor} client has made a bad mistake: It 


iN a bid for postwar attention, has | contends that the agency, which 


been nixed by the War Dept.. the} followed through on the show since 
#fency on the account, Cecil & Pres-| its inception, is in a mu h beitei 
Drey, notified the web this week. As | position to handle the job and t] 
@ result the show, embracing a quiz/a staff personnel almost comp: 
3 at aimed at interviewing GI’s| to the web’s publicity departm« 
back from the war fronts, has been !can channel greater energi: 
Cancelled, the task 

The thumbs down edict. the agency | ——————————_—— 
Peinted out, involves Army policies | Kansas City- Mit 
end. directives, “beyond the control’ new mikeman at KCKN. night-t a 
©: the sponser, the network or the Mutual outlet. Formerly at KOIL 
egency.” ; Omaha. 


Agency which produces one of the | 


| Washington. that it became virtually impossible 
| Ecclesine, who is 4-F and has been to put through the more vital mes- eh y orrie 


anxious to get into work more close- | #8 from Goodyear, Goodrich, F ahd 
ly identified with the war effort, will | Stone and the city’s other industries 


succeed Bill Fairbanks. Latter is| €"8aged in war production 
quitting because of ill health. with Blue execs called it quits. But ver fr e ier 


possibility that he may join the|:they point to thousands of phone 


Compton agency as a time buyer. calls and letters as evidence that The Shuberts are reported more 
No successor to Ecclesine at NBC | “Ladies” and other Blue shows have than a little disturbed over the Mile 
named yet, an audience. ton Berle < o for Eve Dp, 
‘Let Yourself Go hic bowed in 
recent over the Blue Network 
(;seneral ce f j that the ew 
4 Nets’ Billings for Feb 14, 1? | 
9$ or é 1m ¢ a comedian in the eye and 
ears) of the Jistening publi 
As a result the Shuberts, who have 
‘AY l t/ ) Mo: 4M been getting an unusually large out- 
Ist 2 Mos. 407%, Over Last Year 
Follies” Broad vay “ oduction h 
For the first time in many 1 is, gross time sales of the four maio tars Berle, are feal ul that the nega- 
networks in February took a drop from the preceding 30-day period tive reaction nich rr 1@ Sno } cuve 
Nevertheless, the billings. around $15.060.000. continue te ‘reflect Wig Ong in the 
the nprecedented busine of the webs, which for the first two month lane l affect the “Follie altcnde- 
of 1944 rolled up a total of $30.193.000, representing a nerease of 40°,  e#rce 
over the first two month 1943 
CBS. as in January. regist ea top b s for Februar’ t $5.370.406 
( an increase of 41° the e period last veal ' h NBC secone BBC Hillbill P 
e Blue third and Mut i ! The IBS billi of $1.580.850 fe re S ! l y rogram 


Network Gross Time Sales To Britons Via Radio 


Est ited) 
Lue erie adesigned 10 
FOR FEBRUARY ell J ish audience é n 
1944 1943 Pet ‘ ns and pa ; e is 
5 1.580.850 836.088 gg tered CBS last week with Burl 
. $948,352 3.821.064 Woody Guthrie, Will Geer, 
ire nd 0 el €ading 
$14 723.714 $1 0.372.588 59 Lik headline role fe 45- 
( titled “The 
FOR FIRST ITWO MONTHS Avis e Coy Script by Elizabeth 
144 1943 Pct. Lomax th arrangement b - 
Blue $3,934,590 4: d Alan Lomax, ties in war ef- 
11.634,232 7.983.046 38 fort } esidents of Tennessee and 
3,323,150 1.630.191 $2 North Cz#rolina’s Smoky Mountain 
NE 16,055,421 7.767.024 t nh dramatic se ence 
errr phil $21.514.851 Rov Lockwood directed program, 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sheldon Stark. radio writer, sold a poem, “Song of the Infantry” to 
Look Mag for early May publication, and Bob Hope plans to read the opus 
the next time his show is booked into an infantry cantonment....Clarence 
L. Menser, NBC programming v.p.. bedded by a cold last week, had to 
cancel skedded tele lecture (6) at New School for Social Research. Dick 
Hubbell subbed....WNYC carried a half-hour broadcast Monday (10) over 
the Town Hall Club roundtable luncheon honoring the American Theatre 
at War, with Robert J. Landry, of CBS, speaking on behalf of the Writers 
War Board....Albert Ward, the radio director, into the Army. 

Fair Taylor, publicity c:rector for the Don Lee network, in N. Y. for a 
week’s visit....Gordon Eaton, CBS staff announcer, is leaving the network 
to do announcing for Benton & Bowles. As starter he'll do that agency’s 
“We Love and Learn” program. 

Philip Gordon, now appearing in “Cherry Orchard,” joined the “Gold- 
bergs” last week (5) as Sammy. Role was written out of seript when 
Alfred Ryder (original Sammy) donned uniform....Dell Peters named 
WN. Y. representative of Henri. Hurst and McDonaid agency. He's also a 
talent manager. 

The Kent-Johnson duo, recently appointed program consultants on the 
Blue, have prepared a half-hour adaptation, in French, of their WJZ noc- 
turnal musical session, “Say It With Music”....Bill Livingston, Blue staff 
director, resigned this week to join Warwick & Legler....Bruce Kamman, 
NBC asst. production manager, takes over direction of the General Motors 
“Symphony of the Air” this week for staffer Arthur Austin, who goes on 
vacation....Bob Phillips now writing the WOR-Edelbrau “Keep Ahead” 
program. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Helen Carson, program director of television station WBKB, will address 
the next meeting of the Radio Writers Guild on writing for television.... 
Louis G. Cowan, producer of the Quiz Kids program, has been elected a 
director of Spiegel, Inc., large mail order house here.... Visitors during 
the week were Bury! Lottridge. station manager WOC, Davenport, Ia., and 
Col. Harry Wilder, owner of WSYR, Syracuse, and WTRY, Troy, N. Y..... 
Johnny Neblett’s “Open House” show, which has been heard over WGN 
for past 15 months, goes Mutual network sustaining starting April 14.... 
Lawyer-radio-actor Michael Romano has been ill at his home... .Robert 
Venables, formerly on WHN, New York. has been added to the WBBM 
_announcing staff....Gordon Van Dover, of the old “Tom, Dick and Harry” 
act, has joined the WBBM production department....Tyler Davis, radio 
director of J. Walter Thompson, has left for New York....Dorothy Wallace 
of Look Magazine here to make layout on Paul Rhymer, author of Vic and 
Sade for a future issue....Olan Soule, prominent local actor, reports at 
Fort Sheridan on April 15 as a private. 

George Stone, formerly of WOOD, Grand Rapids, Mich., is a new an- 


They can’t hold on to their seats—or their thoughts—when 
MAN OF MAGIC takes the air! 


Here's one of those rare radio treats combining telepathy, variety 
and plenty of old-fashioned tomfoolery. Our MAN OF MAGIC 4 
confounds thousands of New Yorkers with thought projection and 
reception—as baffling as gnything attempted on the air. But it’s. the 
side-splitting stunts and gags, participated in by radio and studio 
audience, plus sleight of mind, which make MAN OF MAGIC our 4 - 
Friday night (10 to 10:30) radio riot. What if they do tear down the 
studio? This four-star production stacks up with any major comedy 

or magic show. That's what counts. 


MAN OF MAGIC is now for sale. We knew it can do an outstanding . 
job in Greater New York on WMCA. We also know its metwork 
potentialities. We're prepared, therefore, to part with this unusual 
feature if some national advertiser or agency (mayhap yourself or one 
of your clients) picks up MAN OF MAGIC for national presentation. 


For audition records and information, write or wire WMCA Sales 
Office at 1657 Broadway, New York City, or call Circle 62200. 


Win : a FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL 


‘REPRESENTED BY WEED & COMPANY 


Portia’s’ Spy Problem 

“Portia Faces Life,” General Foods-CBS serial which shifted from 
NBC to fill the spot formerly occupied by same sponsor’s “We Love 
and Learn,” ran into script difficulties with the net just three days 
before switchover. Script called for continuation of espionage story 
with an American locale and the net had a policy prohibiting spy 
stories laid in U. S. Agency on the account, Benton & Bowles, was 
informed about the net ban a few days before show was skedded to 
start April 3. B&B refused to alter script at that late date and pointed 
out that the net had had the scripts for a long while before notifying 
them. 

The net toppers finally gave the show the nod and it went on as 
originally set. 


nouncer on the NBC staff, replacing Dick Noble, who has joined the Navy 
....James Stirton, Blue program manager, is a patient in St. Lukes hospital 
....Durward Kirby, m.c. of “Meet Your Navy” and announcer of Blue's 
Breakfast Club and Quiz Kids, signs off to enter the Navy Thursday (13). 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Eddie Cantor breezed through the Brown Derby the other noonday, 
taking up “donations” from a half dozen booths. Seems that some of the 
agency boys were feeling sorry for the comedian when Frankie Sinatra 
moved in opposite him. Cantor didn’t want sympathy, all he wanted was 
that they make a little bet. His terms: that he'll double the swooner’s 
Crossley before the season is up. It looked too good to pass up so they all 
hopped on the gravy train. Last week when the “book” came out it re- 
vealed that Cantor had won his bets with points and weeks to spare....A 
brewery-sponsored sports series had to be junked last week because 
Hearst banned his eds from info pleasing. ...Joe Venuti, of the torrid fiddle, 
is fronting the orch on “Duffy's Tavern.” Helen Lynd, wife of Al Melnick, 
the agent, gets a tryout as “Miss Duffy,” and Joan Barton, a defense 
worker, looks set for the canary cage....Dale Evans thrushing for the next 
eight weeks on the Jack Carson silly-dilly....Shouts of “author” bring 
Bob Hope to the Bing Crosby mike this week to hang out the first 24-sheet 
for his overseas entertainment tome, “I Never Left Home.” 


The John Guedel-Martin Broones packaged “Life With Charlotte,” 
which tees up the altitudinous Greenwood as a network regular in the 
Bob Hope summer stretch, will have a sock stock cast of supporting play- 
ers. Among them are Shirley Mitchell, Arthur Q. Bryan, Bea Benadaret, 
Sara Berner and Pat McGehan....Al Rinker will produce the Chase & 
Sanborn summer show if a musical format is arrived at....C. H. Cotting- 
ton, radio head of Erwin, Wasey, returned east after shopping around for 
a fortnight....Maxine Anderson now Cal Kuhl’s assistant at the Biow 
agency....Matt Barr swapped jobs at KFI-KECA, turning over the pub- 
licity chores to Virginia West and taking the more lucrative berth as 
sales executive....“Date With Judy” gets a new musical dressing with 
Constantin Bakaleinikoff, RKO musical director, waving the wand, and 


Post-Show Discs 
Promotion Stunt 


a 
. New technique developed by J. 
hae Walter Thompson agency for pro- 


motion of its shows via courtesy re- 
cordings distributed to the stations 
carrying the program is seen as set- 
ting a pattern for future promotion 
among the nets and agencies. Pre- 
viously such recordings, utilizing the 
casts of the shows, have gone out 
at network expense for station pro- 
motion when chain break and other 
time permits, but there has never 
been an actual gauge as to their 
effectiveness. 

New Thompson technique now 
calls for a gagging up of a post- 
show script with live laughs from 
the studio audience. Idea already 
has been put into use on “Broadway 
Showtime,” Monday night CBS show 
for Ballantine. Recording is made 
by the cast after the show, with 
the audience invited to stay on. 
Thus through the audience reaction 
to the recorded promotion stunt the 
agency feels it can obtain a sure 
test. If the audience fails to re- 
spond agency holds back discs, feel- 
ing other listeners will react simi- 
. larly if stations used the transcrip- 
tion. 


Madeline Clark, McConnor 
To CBS Script Staff 


Two new writers have joined the 
CBS staff. They are Vincent Mc- 
Connor, former freelancer, and 
Madeline Clark, who was with the 
NBC script staff in Chicago. 


SLIGHTLY 


the CBS script staff last week to 
join Look mag. 


Helen Valentine checked out of | 


‘Over 
Mixed Notices 


Widespread confusion in radig 
circles following the weekend Selec. 
tive Service statement halting at 
once induction of draft eligible men 
over 26 years of age has had per- 
formers, producers, agency and net. 
work execs talking to themselves 
ever since. Status of persons af. 
fected remained a mystery pending 
clarification of the “war effort” 
angle. 

The possibility immediately arose 
that Harry von Zell, named last 
week to succeed Ralph Edwards as 
pilot of the NBC “Truth or Conse. 
quences” show, might not move into 
the spot if Edwards, over 26, was 
permanently deferred. 


Latter, it’s understood, has been 
unable to get definite word from hig 
draft board on his present and fy- 
ture status but the Compton agency, 
which handles the show for Duz, re- 
vealed it was proceeding for the 
present as though the “over 26” 
statement had never been made. The 
agency, therefore, is taking the atti- 
tude that von Zéll will step into 
“Truth” within the next few weeks 
as planned. 


Procedure, should Edwards not be 
inducted, will be worked out later 
when and if Selective Service offi- 
cials come through with a definite 
ruling to that effect. 


SINATRA’S FITCH PITCH 


Frank Sinatra and a studio band, 
batoned by his arranger and con- 
ductor, Axel Stordahl, occupy the 
Fitch Bandwagon program this Sun- 
day (16), duplicating the idea of a 
few weeks ago when Kate Smith 
and Jack Miller's studio band 
showed. 

Fitch normally uses name _ band, 
lately augmented by outstanding 
singers. In the cases of Miss Smith 
and Sinatra they alone are strong 
enough. 


Top time buyers.” 
seeing this line on a 
station letterhead, 
know it means quick 
action. Stations that 
use Weed, know it 
means more sales. 


| 
| 


available for sponsorship 
(On WMCA of for 
‘network presentation 


advertising agency as radio 


SUCCESSFUL WOMAN RADIO WRITER 
AND DIRECTOR AVAILABLE 


Four years’ experience with two leading advertising 
agencies, writing and producing network shows. Six and 
a half years free-lance writing and producing for three 
top advertising agencies in New York, Chicago and Holly- 
wood. Theatre background. Interested in position with 


ployed. Write Box 221, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., N. Y- 


director or writer. Now em- 
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NBC-CBS ‘Hush Hush’ on Television 
Plans Has Video Fans Guessing 


Rapid burn was in evidence + 


among television enthusiasts this 
week over manner in which NBC 
and CBS adopted “sneak preview” 
attitude on the reopening of their 
N. Y. video studios and the nets’ 
preparations for resumption of live 
shows on regular weekly skeds. 

Video vocalists took the attitude 
that re-entry of the two largest webs 
into the hear-see picture on what 
presumably will be a very active 
basis was being given a quick brush- 
off by NBC and CBS bally staffs. It’s 
admitted that opening of NBC's tele 
studio this week (10) and an- 
nouncement that CBS is getting its 
video facilities in the Grand Central 
building ready for a live show 
preem, May 5, marks the most im- 
portant step in television progress 
since Pearl Harbor. 

CBS announcement of its studio 
reopening also was made very con- 
servatively. But it’s known that 
preparations are under way to take 
care of a large production and tech- 
nical staff at the studios for what, 
on the surface, appears to be an am- 
bitious video program by the net. 

Miner’s Minor Note 

Worthington “Tony” Miner, how- 
ever, restricted his comments on 
what lies ahead to statements that 
CBS will do its best to train cam- 
eramen, engineers and production 
personnel so that tele programming, 
as close to the level of the web’s 
pre-war performances as possible, 
may be resumed. CBS will continue 
its color-tele activities and experi- 
ments but plans only two hours a 
week of live programs each Friday 
night. 

Reason for NBC and CBS conserv- 
ative attitudes as refiected in their 
publicity presumably is desire on 
part of the networks to avoid crea- 
tion of optimism on the home front 
plus the policy that, as far as mate- 
rials and manpower are concerned, 
the armed services and war indus- 
try come first. 


Fly Hails Tele’s Future 
As NBC Studio Resumes 


After a two and one-half year lay- 
off, NBC reopened its live television 
studio on Monday (10) night with 
world premiefe of M-G-M short, 
“Patrolling the Ether,” introed by 
personal appearance of James L. Fly, 
chairman of the FCC. Fly made a 
short speech, giving background of 
film, which was made with the co- 
operation of the Radio Intelligence 
Division of the FCC and plugging 
that outfit’s work in apprehending 
Spies using radio for transmission of 
their information. 

Philco and General Electric picked 
up the telecast for relay and rebroad- 
cast in Philadelphia and Schenec- 
tady, respectively, while Zenith in 
Chicago and Don Lee in Hollywood 
telecast simultaneously via 16 mm. 
filmings, 


Carol Irwin Takes Over 
For Woody Klose at Y&R 


Carol Irwin reassumes director- 
ship of daytime radio at Young & 
Rubicam this week, replacing Woody 
Klose, who left to take over active 
management of his upstate New 
York dairy farm. She had previ- 
ously held the same position but had 
relinquished it to become an account 
exec at the same agency. 

Miss Irwin was previously with 
CBS. 


WOODSON’S DUAL 

William Woodson, currently ap- 
pearing in the Broadway revival of 
“Othello.” has taken over the role 
of Edwin Lorimer in the CBS serial, 
“This Life Is Mine.” 

He replaces Byron McGrath, who 
was drafted by the Army. 


M-G-M's "2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.2m., EWT 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


‘Assignment’ Repeat 
Added 25 Stations 


Unusual interest manifests coun- 
trywide in the repeat broadcast of 
“Assignment U. S. A.” last week 
(4) on the NBC “Words At War” 
program resulted in an 82-station 
hookup. 


Previously the series had been 
carried by 57 stations. The “Assign- 
ment” repeat, banned by the web 
affiliates in Boston and Mobile, 
where conditions were attacked in 
the Richard McDonagh script, was 
given unusual pre-broadcast build- 
up and promotion by the network. 


Schenectady—Cecil Mason, ex- 
member of vaude team of Mason and 
Shaw, has joined announcing staff of 
WSNY. 


‘People’s Theatre’ Via 
Radio Aim of Hopkins 
In Play Series on NBC 


Object of the new “Arthur Hop- 
kins Presents” hour-long series of re- 
enactment of Broadway plays to 
start on NBC next Wednesday (19) at 
11:30 p.m. will be to establish a 
“people’s theatre with a wide reper- 
toire,” the vet legit producer stated 
Monday (10). 

Clarence L. Menser, NBC v.p. in 
charge of programs, pointed out that 
radio execs believe the listening 
habits of audiences have changed 
toward a lengthening of the radio 
day, and that the larger late-night 
audience will be further built up by 
presentation of the Hopkins series. 

Hopkins stated that radio offers a 
solution to the problem of a “thea- 
tre” for the masses, something not 
able to be realized on Broadway or 
the hinterlands because of the high 
price of seats, and a_e solution 
toward a “wide repertoire,” which 
has been lacking because of produc- 
tion costs and the price of top talent. 


Sen. White Favors 


Lifting Ceiling 


Washington, April 11. 
Senator Wallace H. White, Jr., co- 
author of the stymied White- 


Wheeler bill to amend the Federal 
Communications Act, believes the 
lid should be taken off the power of 
broadcast stations and thinks there 
may be too many broadcasters in the 
country today, he told “Variety.” 


The Maine Republican, who has 
played a part in the drafting of all 
Federal radio legislation to date, still 
hopes to settle his disagreement with 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler so that a 
new bill can be offered to Congress 
in the near future. They've had a 
number of conferences, but are still 
wide apart, although White thinks 
they are now getting closer together 
in their ideas of what the final draft 
of the bill should contain. 

“I would like to see,” he said, “no 
limit on the power of the broadcast 
stations. I think this would be better 
for the listening public throughout 


Fewer Stations, 
on Stations Power 


the country. When the big city sta- 
tions switch to FM, as many of them 
are expected to, it will mean a re- 
duction of power which will cut 
down programs for the rural audi- 
ences. Perhaps the new bill should 
take the present 50,000 watt limit off. 
The nation will need a number of 
very large and powerful stations 
which can be heard over great areas 
to give the rural sections the kind of 
reception they should have. There 
is, however, nothing on this matter 
in the bill now. 


“I also consider the possibility that 
we have too many stations in the 
United States. I think our people 
would have better service with 
fewer. If we cut the number in half 
and had about 400 stations I feel 
there would be better service to the 
listening audiences, including those 
in rural sections. Unfortunately, 
however, this would automatically 
raise the value of a frequency, which 
would be bad.” 
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MUTUAL 


through Cecil & Presbrey, Ine. 


“GREEN VALLEY, U.S. A.” 


the weekly half-hour sponsored by 


| EMERSON RADIO & PHONOGRAPH CO. 


Sundays starting February 27, 


through Wm. H. Weintraub & Co., Inc. 


“WIDE HORIZONS” 
the weekly half-hour sponsored by 


BOOTS AIRCRAFT NUT CORPORATION 


Sundays starting February 27, 


“JACK BERCH AND HIS BOYS” 
the five-a-week quai ter-hour sponsored by 
THE KELLOGG COMPANY 
expanding to the full Mutual Network April 3, 
| through Kenyon & Eckhardt, Ine. 
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TRAFFIC’SCODE:CON (correction), NOUMEA 
(Pacific pick-up point), LULU (Honolulu), 
CAMP CALLEN CAL (Camp Callen, Calif.), 
FEED (send), REG (regular), FAX (facili- 
ties), MIKE LEAD (one-way circuit), FABLE 
(high-grade leased wire). 


Double talk? No—trouble talk 


Or rather the kind of talk that helps NBC 


avoid trouble. 


Daily, hundreds of these telegraphic mes- 
sages, abbreviated into lingo unfathomable to 
all but the initiated, are*handled by the NBC 
department known as Traffic. 


Traffic’s teletypes clatter night and day in 
piling up a stageering total of messages ... 
enough to meet the daily telegraphic require- 
ments of a city as large as Schenectady, N. Y., 


or Trenton, N. J. 


79,000 messages a month. . . ordering, 
improving, testing, renting, buying facilities 
... grinding out a daily mass of operations, 
business and program details. 


Yes, every “fax” and “fable” is checked 


They all tune to the 


National Broadcasting Company 


It’s a National Habit 


and double-checked before a program goes on 
NBC—whether it’s a routine studio broadcast 


« from NY, Chi, or San Fran or a pick-up from 


Algiers, Noumea or “lulu.” 


What's all this got to do with selling prod- 
ucts and good will by radio? A lot. 


Traffic’s messages mold the network into 
a smoothness of presentation which would be 
impossible without all this advance planning 
and attention to detail. 


* * * 


It’s the grand total of all these “little things” 
which has taught advertisers and listeners alike 
that they can rely on NBC .. . help give NBC 
its leadership and popularity . . . help make 


NBC the Network Most People Listen to Most. 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radio 
Corporation of America 
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Kaye's ‘Serenade’ 
Snares Sponsor 
After 2 Years 


Sammy Kaye's “Sunday Serenade,” 
which has been riding NBC and 
Blue sustaining for more than two 
years, will be sponsored by Tangee 
lipstick manufacturer beginning 
May 7 on full Blue net. Afternoon 
show, which features ballad music 
and poetry read by Kaye, has been 
moved three or four times during 
the time it has been on the air, and 
has a rating of approximately 7. 
It was involved in sponsorship ne- 
gotiations several times, but all fell 
through. 

Kaye is currently on a theatre 
tour, working his way back from 
California. This trip moved him off 
the Old Gold show ‘CBS, Wed., 7 
p. m.) now occupied by Frankie 
Carle’s band and Allan Jones. War- 
wick & Legler is the agency on the 
Tangee account. 


Scale Hike Refused, 
Minn. AFM Threatens 
KSTP With Strike Call 


Minneapolis, April 11. 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
local served a strike threat on radio 
station KSTP last week following its 
refusal to up its scale to $55 a week 
for 15 hours for the 12 to 13 men 
comprising the studio orchestra. 


Unless the station alters its stand, 
the musicians will walk out, accord- 
ing to Stanley Ballard, union's busi- 
ness agent. 


SONG ON SUSTAINER 
STILL MEANS CASH 


Previous finding by New York 
Federal Court that radio perform- 
ance of a copyrighted song on a sus- 
taining show, even though no di- 
rect revenue is derived therefrom, is 
a copyright infringement was upheld 
by the Circuit Court of Appeals on 
Friday (7). 

Decision affirmed ruling that 
awarded damages and costs of $378.23 
to Associated Music Publishers, Inc., 
against Debs Memorial Radio Fund, 
Inc., operators of WEVD, N. Y., and 
Henry Greenfield, station manager. 
Song involved was “Petite Suite Es- 
Pagnole” by E. F. Arbos. 


Peterson Vice Chaplin 
On NBC World Roundup 


Overseas assignment for W. 
Chaplin brings Elmer Peterson in as 
commentator on the daily WEAF- 
NBC 8 am. world news roundup 
Starting Monday (17). Chaplin also 
had been doing a 10-minute inter- 
pretive stint on the network follow- 
ing the 6 p.m. five-minute newscasts 
every day. 


Th s period will be converted into 
a 15 -minute review prepared by 
NBC newsstaff members and broad- 
cast by a regular announcer. Lyle 
Van, who took over the 11 p.m. 


WEAF news slot formerly handled 
by George Putnam, reportedly is in 
line for the new 6 p.m. series. 


Hecht’s ‘Bedevilled’ 
For ‘Words at War’ 


Ben Hecht's “Guide for the Be- 
devilled” is being adapted for radio 
by Larry Menkin, of the NBC scr ipt 

Staff, and is skedded for early pres- 
entation on the “Words at War” 
Tuesday night program. 

Hecht tome deals with anti-semi- 
tism and persecution of minority 
froups, 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


Dirss PHIL COSCIA 


QUAKER OATS STARTS 
FULL YEAR IN JUNE 


Chicago, April 11. 
Quaker Oats Company, Chicago, 
has signed with the Blue Network 
for the 10:40 to 10:45 am. (CWT), 
five-minute period following the 
Libby, McNeil & Libby “True Story” 
program, effective June 19. Con- 
tract is for 52 weeks, through the 
Sherman K. Ellis agency here. 

Format has not yet been chosen. 


Program will be heard Mondays 
through Fridays over the full Blue 
web, 


‘Kelly’s’ Moves Into 
Blue Thursday Spot 


Courthouse,” dramatiza- 
tion of mystery stories with audience 
participation angle, will become reg- 
ular Blue net sustainer with the 
Thursday (13) night's 7-7:30 p.m. ses- 
sion. Show had previously been 
spotted for two broadcasts as a filler 
until stanza tabbed, “Finder’s Keep- 
er’s,” could be readied. Latter 
never materialized and “Kelly’s” was 
nominated as regular occupant. 

Show, produced by Alex Leftwich, 
Biue staff producer, will be scripted 
by Len Finger and Elliott Whitman, 
also Blue staffers, and will feature 
Joseph Stopak’s orch, Phil Clarke, 
Ann Seymour, Byrna Raeburn and 


Roc Rogers. 


Shows on Blue Undergo 
A General Reshuffling 
With ‘Story’ Sponsorship 


Assumption of sponsorship by 
Libby, McNeil, Libby on April 17 of 
“My True Story” on the Blue will 


cue a general shuffle of the net’s 
programming structure, including 
addition of two new shows and 
dropping of two oldies. “Story” will 
take over the 10:15-10:40 a.m. slot 
which was previously occupied by 
“Singo,” which will be dropped, and 
“Baby Institute,” which moves into 
the 11:45 a.m. spot. “Living Should 
Be Fun,” which was heard at 11:45, 
takes over at 1:30 p.m. replacing Ted 
Malone, who's going overseas as a 
Blue correspondent doing human 
interest stuff. The 10:40-10:45 a.m. 
spot will be filled by recorded 
quickie for Quaker Oats. 
Additional shifts call for “Little 
Jack Little” moving from the 3:45-4 
p.m. location to 1:45-2 p.m. while a 


new show, “Ethel and _ Albert,” 
dramatized serial, takes over the 
time thus vacated. “Appointment 


With Life,” session dealing with love 
and marriage problems based on 
case files of and featuring Dr. Valerie 
H. Parker, director of the Bureau of 
Marriage Counsel and Education of 
New York, will fill the 3:15-3:45 p.m. 
time previously occupied by “My 
True Story.” Mark Goodson directs 
“Appointment.” Latter drew a 4-F 
last week. 


Radio Spokesmen Woo Dept. Store 
Admen at Cincy Conference 


Cincinnati, April 11. 

National Retail Dry Goods Asso- 
ciation members were wooed by 
radio execs here last week (6) ina 
pitch calculated to take advantage of 
the current newsprint shortage which, 
in many cities, is causing dailies to 
turn back much retail store adver- 
tising. Spokesmen for NBC, CBS 
and many powerful indies were on 
hand with Dietrich Dirks, KTRI, 
Sioux City, acting as co-chairman of 
the radio panel. 

With radio garnering an estimated 
$78,000,000 from retail advertisers in 
1943 as compared with some $430,- 
000,000 allocated to newspapers, ob- 
ject of the get-together, naturally, 
was for broadcasters to sell their 
medium to the merchants and grab 
themselves a bigger slice of the 
budget. 

Reaction on the part of the dry 
goods men was varied, with some 
holding that radio must do a better 
selling job by providing facts and 
statistics on coverage, audience sizes, 
etc., before retailers will go in for 
ether programming on an extensive 
scale. 

Others, however, related extreme- 
ly successful results from air plugs 


and predicted a growing tendency on 
the part of large department stores 
to get into radio 6n a permanent 
basis. This tenden@y could be fur- 
thered by a livé Wire educational 
campaign on thesgart of radio, B. 
L.wis Posen, publicity chief of 
Hochschild, Kohn & Co., Baltimore, 
and panel co-chairman, told the del- 
egates. 


NILA MACK’S ILLNESS 
FORCES CBS SHIFTS 


Sudden illness of Nila Mack, CBS 
staff producer, has forced revamping 
of CBS producing setup. Miss Mack 
had been skedded to take over pro- 
duction of “Now and Forever,” CBS 
sustainer, from Earle McGill, with 
the latter producing “Mrs. Miniver” 
previously handled by Miss Mack. 
McGill’s “Miniver” assignment stays, 
but John Dietz will fill the “Now and 
Forever” spot. Miss Mack’s com- 
mercial chore for Cream of Wheat, 
“Let’s Pretend,” is temporarily be- 
ing handled by Richard Sandgold. 

Miss Mack suffered a heart attack 
on Sunday (9) and was taken to 
N. Y. LeRoy Sanatorium for obser- 
vation. 


HOW TO “SHOOT” PICTURES 


Tent show audiences stood up and cheered when Deadeye 
Dick banged out an, Indian-head with 87 shots. 

Roughly speaking, the latest improvement in Dick's 
rapid-fire technique is known as television. Of course, 
television is somewhat less noisy. And—need we add— 
somewhat more accurate. 


Television’s ‘gun’ 


— shoots its bullets 


*—the DuMont Cathode Ray Tube 


with incredible rapidity—and it 


shoots billions of them, not just 87. These bullets are 
electrons, electrons which are simply infinitesimal pieces 
of the picture being televised. 


The magical DuMont gun... 


a truly revolutionary 


achievement . . . television in its full glory! 
This achievement will mean much in your life as soon 
as the war's over and production for peace begins, Then 


you will see all that you now hear. 


The time is nigh. We are ready. DuMont Television- 
Radio sets for your home represent television at its most 
advanced stage... the srwest, clearest kind of instantane- 


ous image reproduction. 


You've waited a long time for television. Accept 


nothing less than DuMont quality. 


Allen B. DuMont, 
who developed the famous 
shoots perfect pictures,’’ 
Cathode Ray Tube. 
triumph (now at war along with other 
DuMont electronie achievements) bas 
been a seven-league step in television's 
long march from a laboratory curiosity 
to a mew world’s cornerstone, 


television pioneer, 
that 
the DuMont 
This spectacular 


Alles B. DuMont Laboratories, Inc., General Offices and Main Plant. 2 Main Ave., Passaic, N.J. Television Studios and Seation W2XWV, 515 Madison Ave..NewY ork 22.N.Y¥. 
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Singing Star Of 
RADIO « SCREEN « STAGE 
Currently Headlining at Starring on the 
LOEW'S STATE, New York OLD GOLD PROGRAM 
Booked for 2 Weeks Wednesdays at 8-8:30 pin. EWT 
{Opened April 6th) CBRS—Coast-to-Coast 
Radio 

LOUIS SHURE 
Me JULES ZIEGLER 
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OWI, CIAA’s 27 DXers to Service 
Globe; New ‘Meter’ to Aid Reception 


Washington, April 1l. ¥* 


With five new short wave trans- 
mitters scheduled to be in operation 
shortly, OWI and CIAA will soon be 
operating 27 DxXers to all parts of 
the globe, as contrasted with 14 less 


than two years ago. 
New wrinkle to improve reception | 


is a “signal strength meter,” now be-| 
ing tested in Guatemala, which re- 


cords variations in reception on aj 
graph, thereby making possible | 
quick and scientific adjustments. 
“Meter” will be set up in eight other | 
arts of Latin America for the bene- 
fit of CIAA, so that nine in all will 
be operating. | 

Pride of the CIAA and OWL is the | 
Uniied Network in Frisco, consisting | 
of five leased DX stations—KGEI, | 
KWID. KWV, KWU and KWIX.) 
Time has been divided between the 
two agencies, with OWI program- 
ming the Far East, Europe and Asia, 
and CIAA handling Latin America. 
All broadcasts are in English and are | 
designed primarily for American | 
servicemen all over the world. 

Net serves up to the boys what is 
modestly described as “the finest 
short wave radio fare in existence.” 
Backbone of these shows are the 
Army Special Services programs, 
averaging six a day, and all pre- 
pared transcriptions of the top net- 
work shows. Remainder of the 
shows are domestic commercial! jobs 
without the commercial plugs, ex- 


Net Drops Arch Ward 
Till Fall, WGN Holds On 


Chicago, April 11. 

Although the Arch Ward Sports 
show goes off the Mutual network 
tomorrow night (12) after 26 weeks, 
the show will continue over Station 
WGN for the summer, in order to 
hold the services of Ward for airings 
next fall. At that time the program 
will again be heard over a national 
network. 

Show, which has been broadcast 
on Wednesdays from 9:15 to 9:30 p.m. 
(CWT) over MBS will be heard over 
WGN from 9 to 9:15 p.m., effective 

pril 19. New 13-week contract 
went through the U. S. Advertising 
Company local office. 


'WENR’s Sole Fame’ Rights 


Chicago, April 1}. 


After airing the Radio Hall of 


| Fame program for three weeks, after 
|it was officially switched to WENR, 


the show has been withdrawn from 
WCFL at the request of Blue execs. 

WCFL, rather than drop the pro- 
gram which had built up listeners, 
continued to broadcast on a no-pay 
basis. However. Keith Kiggins, Blue 
v.p. in charge of station relations, 
felt that a precedent for free broad- 
easting should not be established, 
and asked that show not be carried 
by WCFL under the circumstances. 


cept that CIAA also cuts in with 
news and commentary for Latin 
America. 


| WCFL has replaced Hall of Fame 
| with recorded operatic music. 


You hit it -- Joe’ 


WINNING LAYOUT — Judges 
awarded the First Prize fer this 
leyeut in “Eye Catchers’ competi- 
tion, announced in Advertising Age. 
Award was made to Joe Gunther 
ef the Branham Company, Chicage. 


s under 
Knoxville. 


REPRESENTED BY 
The 


BRANHAM 
Ce. 


STATION 


TIGHT TIME CUES 
DROP IN PREMIUMS 


Chicago, April 11. 
Although élaborate mailing pieces 
prepared by the networks for their 
affiliate are being used as 
prewar actual 
dealer tieup displays are rapidly be- 


stations 
much as in days, 


coming a thing of the past. A 
checkup .with advertising agencies 
here last week revealed a 50 to 756 
decline in this type of merchan- 
dising. 

Advertising executives attribute 


the decline mainly to the fact that 


in the past, networks, in order to 
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ave your OWN personal ACCOL 
at a very low monthly fee. 
lems throughout the year inelud 
turns—FEDERAL and STATE. 
JAMES 


HOW ABOUT YOUR TAX! 


I will ta’.e care of 


831 St. Johns Place, Brooklyn 16, N. Y., PR. 4-6307 


INTANT and TAX CONSULTANT 
all vour TAX prob- 
ing estimates and regular tax re- 
Free Consultation. 


Ww. COX 


| sell an account, promised this extra 

that 

time is so tight they fee) it unneces- 


feature of advertising. Now 


sary to give premiums in order to 
clineh an account and this type of 
promotional work has fallen by the 
| wayside. Other reasons given are 
| the paper shortage and lack of man- 
_ power in the agencies to prepare 


such pieces. 


Dr. Goldsmith, 


GEers on Tele 


| New York ad 
| a full schedule Thursday (6), with 
; Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith spotlighted 


at a Radio Executives Club lunch- 
eon meeting and Dr. Walter R. G. 
Baker, G. E. v.p.. leading a delega- 
tion from Schenectady to explain the 
company’s post-war television pro- 
gram. 


television beagles 


Viceo programming on a network 
scale in the not too distant future 
was prophesied at the G.E. luncheon 
by J. D. 
division, who pointed out advantages 
of point-to-point relays in setting 
up such webs. Use of coaxial cables 
also remained part of the picture, he 
said. He put on view a new type 
of disk-seal tube developed by G.E., 
which the company claims will util- 


extreme high-frequency channels. 


hensive 
tomorrow 


picture of tele today and 

and did a “Dr. I. Q.” in 
to questions prepared 
advance by his audience. 


response 


DF&S, H’wood, to Chi 


Chicago, April 11. 


James West. who has been man- 
ager of the Dancer, Fitzgerald and 
| Sample Hollywood office, is being 


transferred to the Chicago office, ef- 
fective May 15. and will be assigned 
to the radio department. 

| He will be succeeded on the Coast 
by Craig Maudsley. who recently re- 
; signed as sales manager of WAIT. 


Dény Hope, Pepsodent 
At Odds on Contract 


Hollywood, April 11. 
that Bob Hope has been at 
with his Pepso- 
dent, are denied by Jimmy Saghier, 
who handles the comedian for radio. 
His contract is being adjusted amic- 
ably. Saphier pointing out that only 


Reports 


oads lately sponsor, 


Operations in 
Nabisco Buys WOR Time 


For Tro Harper News. 


Four Tro Harper newscasts a week 
on WOR, N. Y., have ‘een bought by 
the National Biscuit Co.. marking the 
firm’s entrance into the metropoli- 
tan spot picture on a major station. 
McCann, Erickson is the agency. 


Contract for 52 weeks covers 15- 
minute periods at 11 a.m. Tues., 
Thurs. and Sat. and at 12:45 p.m. 
Sunday. First Nabisco chore for 
Harper was yesterday (11). 


SHEPHERD VICE SHELBY © 


AT McCANN-ERICKSON 


Chicago, April 11. 
William E. Shepherd has been ap- 
pointed acting radio director of the 
McCann-FErikson 
porarily, succeeding 


local branch tem- 
Shelby. 
former radio chief. who has joined | 
the U. S. Marines. Shepherd has been | 
with the agency a 
viously been director pageants | 
and shows for the Chicago Park Dis- | 


James 


year, having pre- 


of 


‘trict. 


Shelby, who entrained for the San 


| Diego Marine base today 


MeLean, of the electronics | 


Dr. Goldswith outlined a compre- | putgers U ni versity. 


| issue involved is the raising of cur- 
} rent pay for air stint, in accordance 
| with contract. 

Last vear Itupe s*gned seven- | 


year contract with Pepsodent on a 


package basis of $15.000 a week 


Goidman, sales 


WABY, 


Harry L 
mié WOKO 
passed a physical at local 
So did Gren 
of WOKO 


Albany 


managel ot ana 


center last week fand, 


program managel and 


baseball broadcaster 


D’ARTEGA 


AND HIS 
CIRL ORCHESTRA 
APRIL 15 
COCA-COLA 
PROGRAM 


ALL 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Merris Agey. 


induction 


| 
| 
| 


| 


in | ed 
| organ nod celeste as 


ize hitherto unexplored facilities in | 


was tendeyed a farewell luncheon 
last week by fellow employees. 


men, 


‘Gen. Stillwell Series to Describe 


China-Burma Zone 


New recorded show 
Orient,” designed 


“Yanks in the 


to publicize the 


_operations in the China, Burma, In- 


dia theatre of operations has been 
commissioned by Lt. General James 
Stilwell, commanding of 
American forces that area. and 
will be aired ever the Blue Network 
for 13 weeks starting Sunday +16), 
11:15-11:30 p.m. 

Airer will give nutshell picture of 
what's being done that 


general 
in 


in theatre 


will be produced under diree- 


tion of Col. Mason Wright, public re- 
lations officer for Stilwell and 
formerly chief of the pictorial divi- 
sion of the bureau of public relations 
of the War Department. Lt. Col. 
Paul Jenes, formerly with the Don 
Lee-Mutual chain, is the producer 
while 2d Lt. Bert Parks. former CBS 
handles the announcing with 
Ist Lt. Finis Farr, who scripted the 
“March of Time” on CBS, doing the 


| writing. The latter duo were both 


with the radio branch of the bureau 
of public relations before’ being 
transferred to the Orient. 


Gleason Returns 


Ralph Gleason, ex-CBS publicity 
staffer, has resigned his OWI job in 
London, and has returned to this 


| country. 


Gleason had been abroad about a 
year, and was stationed in Portugal 
prior to London. 


LES WEELANS 


KLZ Musical 
Director 


has di- 
for 


Les Weelans 
rected KLZ musle 
mere than 8 years, 
his 
education 


received mu- 


sical nt 
College and 
He is «a thorough mu- 
sician, an accomplish- 
pianist, and plays 


well, 


Making Music Count With 
The Listeners Who Count 


HEN KLZ music is in the air in the Denver region, it 


is equal to or better than 


listeners have come to expect from the networks. 
is the fulltime job and interest of KLZ’s music director. 
Many a station has built its reputation on the sum total 
The continuous. and universal high quality 


of its music. 
of KLZ music has established 


of the listeners who count in the Denver-Rocky Mountain 


region. 


the high standards which 
Music 


KLZ in the highest favor 


Management with the Oklaho 
"Publishing Company and WKY, Oklahoma 


Represented by. 


HE KATZ 


AGENCY 
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‘ { | 
F C t then a fine ‘ful! “OVE ‘RE -ERVOU om Mutual last week (8), 
ALLAN JONES, FRANKIE CARLE’S | it in two temp). e, colorful OVERT( RE TO fresh coating of 8), took 
ORCH arrangement later of Poinciana. BREAKDOWN | T | ee R livelier jovialit material ; 
With Red Barber, Marcia Dale,) His commercial potentialities were! With Frank Bradley, Mario Siletti, | elevision neview pope with the aid 
Betty Bonney | clearly outlined La Verne Martin, Frances Reich- ey, scored an en. 
- ‘orle 2 ed ‘ i te s 
Producer: Murray Holland | Packing Jones. Carle, Red Bar- art, Bertram Cohen, Henry Velez erta g e. 
30 Mins.: Wed... 8 p. m. ber, Whose Commerciats are smooth- Producer-director: Frank Lanzl 
OLD GOLD CIGARETS and satly delivered, the Over= Writers: Frank Lanzl, Mario Siletti HERE Ss CLICK Original script by Arch Ojo! 
WABC-CBS, New York PICKUP Cc it 15 Mins.; Thurs., March 30, 1:45 p.m. With Danton Walker, Annabella, Lt. poo) over the spotlight on the 
(Thompson) from end a to i nai Sustaining omdr. Jack Mickey ald Colman show uesday (4) 
; ee tends to load the time so — WNYC. New York | Walker, Maye & Harger, Gerhard | ceaq of the usual acaptatic 
ld G its formula oO e- ‘ets too much t do. | aia 
Old Gold i i body 44 ts too mt to This is second of series captioned | _Peschner, others Prompted by the Lenten hol 
senting a service veteran each show withal. the opener had = € Writer-producer: Ray Nelson Oboler penned a moving ser int b 
one better now ‘by presenting, be- | tional program channeled from the | on the Bible as a connecting link 
yinning with this program, group T va f Education tudio in Brook- | ** between the past, present and {future 
PICK AND PAT TIME”) Board of 4 CLICK MAGAZINE I p and future. 
terviews with G¥s virtually from. With Pick and Pat, Mary Small, Vin- lyn Tech high schoo! yYWY ° 
Vi twave ho cent Lopez's Orch Bruce Hayes Through narrative and flashback | W2XWV, DuMont, N. Y. “Lene ‘ me 
Tiny Ruffner | treatment, stanza pointed up trials | (Charles M. Siorm) halt weekly 
hal Asi Producer: Ed Wolfe Associates tribulations of a director In de-| Producer Ray Nelson clicked for 
to relay their 30 Mins.; Tues., 8:50-9 veloping a radio program, all han- | Click on this one and turned out m., is geared for mo wet ai 
ta the & and tossibly | MELBROS WATCH dled in an informative and eifective | fast-moving 45-minute production | * ppet audiences 
feelings to the U. S. and_ possibly 5 |}and as such is top-flight entertat: 
home, and the gadget should alone | WOR-Mutual, New York manner, | featured by excellent camera work |ment. Cast and musical backeroina 
ve a dial-puller (Win, Weiutraub) At outset director has suffered a and plenty imagination which, more topflight 
bp Old Gold forme) omparatir ely - buds eted nervous col apse with his me dico than anything else, is going to ‘be 
I if su GI snow, ic a Pin ing probing for the contributing cause. | needed when tele really gets going 
ormula Of Cling a rel | the colored comics represented in Through acted-out ravings by direc-|on a dollar and ce 
interruptis th ie 18 GRAY this time seS- tor and support vast. it develops that) show was piloted by N. Y. Daily 
Ospvheric interruptions preve ‘nt because of ts veners itv i 
show. program cancelle¢ he | > 
Overseas portion this show was Molasses ‘n’ January. have a stand- a Presidential | mags May issue from which 
then the single| lith hour because of a Presidential | video variety show was culled. 
briefer, it seemed, then sali , ard patter that’s okay for the mid-| s ocide chat being allotted his time | 
» “Or ft ! 1 Sit the => «ll is 
soldiel item trom tne LUCIO, and dleclass type of audience the spon- | Most unfortunate was the fact that. 
it might be wiser to Jenethen the sor is apparently aiming for, while | ‘ i Nelson's best turn, the terp team ot 
first and shorten the ctne:. the rest of the show, of a musical ; 500%: | Maye & Harger, from the Pierre 
Allan Jones and Frankie Carle's genre, is notable for the neat lilt of ie cote ‘Seas did okay bv the hotel and “Early to Bed.” had to 
new band handle the musical por- Mary Small’s songs (though she Siletti was | open the show because of other com- KE 
tion. Jones gets three opporu-| could have used something more re- nd vmpathetic as the med. | ™Mitments. Backed by the piano ol 
nities (“I Love You.” “Make cent than “Pennsy Ivania Polka M Sam Medoff, the ballroom team | 
liey with Marcia Dale. her only when caught, Vincent L s tine bs flashed some fine pirouetting in the | RKET 
showing, and “Gianina Mia ) ana pii anisties and Br uce Hi: ives’ nifty bar- quan “ai ( | limited studio space. Cameras caught 
Carle two, which is a fair enough jtoning Haves. incicent tally, con- Aang Girecte the grace and skill of the pair -to | 
ratio. But Carle’s showing on the tinues to come and empo | perfection with fadeouts and blend- | 
opener was of a sort th: subject tor buiicup. He | ings hitting the mark. Return of the | 
rate him more time. ooh “ ies voice and the throb to abe “ON THE MARK” dancers in scanty attire to demon- | 
Gay strings ibilits A With Ted Husing | strate physical effort required by | 
his band’s flexibility by perform) = Mins. Thurs.. 6:13-6:20 p.m | routine could just as well have been | 
TSREEL” 15 Mins., Thurs... 6:15-6:5 p.m. | : d 
— “ATLAS PRAGER SPORTSREEL | Sustaining | climinated. 
With Studs Terkel W-ABC-CBS. New York | Emcee’s interviews with ‘Anna- 


Writer: Studs Terkel Long acknowled«cd as one of the _bella, Jack Dempsey and Mickey | 
Director: I. J. Wagner - acknoxs 7 , Walker were held short and enter- | 


10 Mins.; Mon. to’ Pri., 6:05-6:15 p.m. sports tained. Novelty bits included tall 

ATLAS BREWING CO. the eentle art of athletic prognostica- | gals from the Stratosphere Club in a 

WBBM, Chicago tions Having once ercpt out on a | dancing party skit, a string of men | 

(Meyerhofp) limb and predicted (correctly) the |-.demonstrating aprons, Kay Carroll, | 

winning geegee in a Kentucky Derby, | Ventro just back from a G.I. tour, | 

Husing ig incorporating the sooth- and chirper Naomi Stevens. ditto. | 

sayer’s art in his new sports roundup | Show closed with Dan Walker inter- 

series Which unwound March 30. In! viewing Max Weinberg, Brooklyn | 

; : a word. this first of Husing’s weekly bartender, Mu ho explained his super- 

CREATIVE FORCE minute rac are giv en Srst. chitchats was copasetic. a salesman technique of selling $18.75 | 

then a gimmick celled the —— In his characteristic brisk and in- ba Bonds a one buck off. 

‘ Prager predi: ctor (Terkel talking ike approach, spieler ran ut of the apron routine came | 

with Producers, Nusrat woes. through a filtered mike) picks the | through ‘the sports gamut with ease | Metopera baritone Gerhard Peschner 

Home Economists, Staff Writers, winning hockey teams of the day.| and authority. pausing long enough | for a “Barber of Seville” excerpt— 


This fast 10 minutes of*sport re- 
porting gets started with the sound 
of a prize fight gong; an announce- 
ment in fight announcer tashion and 


the sounds of crowds cheering. Last 


: ; On show caught Terkel swung into a} to delve on the high spots of each of | class but too long. Donn. 
tia. station Damon Runvyenish dramatization of) his brawn-and-muscle subjects 
BIG market. of the Stanley Cup and 
program vith answers to 


to be onswered on the next program.|as_ the Predictor, 
There are two short commercials, | “Atlas and “Atlas 


naar s questions and a sports puzzler, | show by labeling the features such Followup Comment 
+4 | l 


one at the beginning and one at the! Prager has a crisp si 
w ORCEST iE R end, but spensor gets complete prod-| delivery Y I the well- Evidence that the Blue net hence- 
uct identification throughout the, written script interesting. Morg. forth wants to chart a course along 
the straight and narrow non-contro- 
= 


ee Ee versial path cropped up on Sunday 


night’s (9) “Listen, the Women” pro- 
IT e | gram when one of the femme guest- | 
- | ers proceeded on a verbal lashing of | 
HIT Rep. Clare Luce, with Janet Flanner, | 
2 ere who emcees the program, giving it | 
hia Voice! 


a quick brushoff. 


Helen presented a warm, 
ry sincere and completely credible hero- 


ine in Ben Hecht’s poignant story | 
of love and faith. “Miracle in the 
Rain,” on the Silver Theatre pro- 
gram on CBS Sunday (9). Her por- | 

| 


trayal was notable for its charm. nat- 


uralness and utter perfection. Adap- | S. S. FOX, President 
tation was from an Easter story of a 

| girl and a soldier who meet in a W. E. WAGSTAFF, Com. Mer. 
| doorway during a dow npour, | * 

;}. “Guess Who.” quiz show featur- JOHN BLAIR & co. 

|} Ing Peter Donald as question asker. National Representative 


| moved from its former Wednesday 
evening spot to Saturdays at 7 p. m. 


83.9% 
TO MILLIONS, FROM MAINE TO CALIFORNIA— HIT TUNES ALL AMERICA HUMS— 


A LINTLE BIT SOUTH of WSAT’s 
WJZ-BLUE (Coast-to-Coast) s OF NORTH CAROLINA 


SONGS BY SUNNY SKYLAR 
MOVE IT OVER contracts are 


EVERY DAY 3:15-3:30 P.M. EWT a 
WOR-MUTUAL (Coast-to-Coast) 
BESAME MUCHO 
NEW HALF HOUR SHOW RENEWED 


AND NOW COMING UP! 
SATURDAYS 3:30-4 P.M. EWT 
WOR-MUTUAL (Coast-to-Coast) A iw’ ©) R 
OPENING TONIGHT APRIL 12th! !!! contracts 


LA MARTINIQUE | TT 


MANAGEMENT-COUNSEL GOLDFARB, MIRENBURG and VALLON RKO BLDG. » RADIO CITY » NEW YORK 
DIVIS'ON OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


AMUSEMENT CORPORATION, | 
THOMAS G ROCKWELL, 
Ew CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD: CINCINNATI LONDON 
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Those Maestro Allegiances 


With the controversy of Columbia and RCA-Victor with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians seemingly just as far from settlement as 


eve 
€ 


there have been few attempts by maestros under contract to 
ither company to bolt to one that is recording. Several months ago 


there was quite a bit of conversation in this direction, but so far 


only 
tempted to move elsewhere, 


ing 
it 


one leader tied to one of the outfits still not recording has at- 
He sent out feelers on the idea of switch- 
and was promptly rejected by the outfit approached on the theory 
had enough: to do to press stuff for its own contractees. 


Majority of those leaders tied to Columbia and Victor have taken 
the attitude that since they have waited so long to resume recording 


they can wait a while Jonger. And 


have been renewed since the beginning of the AFM ban. 


most of them have contracts which 
According 


io the wording of the latter regulation, renewec or new contracts are 
void in the eyes of the union if signed since then, 


N.Y. Hotels Unlikely to Have Any 


Top Bands Next Fall Due to Short Coin 


hotels probably won't have? 


one oho name band on tap next fall, 
es compared to former years, when 
the list read like a who's who of the 
pand business. So far not one of the 
currently rated among the 
first five is set for a N. Y. spot. with 
the possible exception of Count 
Basie, who returns to the Lincoln in 
November. 

This condition is almost completely 
based on the refusal of the better 
names to locate, even in N. Y., at a 


outfits 


financial loss. Neither Tommy Dor- 
sev nor Jimmy Dorsey, it’s asserted, 
will ever play N. Y. again unless 


they do so at an even financial break 
at least. Jimmy Dorsey, for ex- 
ample. hasn't played a N. Y. spot for 
more than a year. 

Frankie Carle. whose new band | 
closes at the Pennsylvania Hotel. | 
N. Y.. tonight (Wednesday), has 
been signed to return to the Penn 
in October. While he may by then 
be a top name this band has created 
guite a stir), he is not now compar- 
ebie with Tommy 
ample, who opened at the 
October. Johnny Long goes into the 
New Yorker in October, Last year 
Benny Goodman teed off there. 
Goodman has said he won't return to 
the New Yorker under any circum- 
siances due to having to play for the 
ice show there. His band, however. 
is now broken up. 

The refusal to work at a loss is 
being carried by the bigger 
outside N. Y., too. Tommy Dorsey 
goes to the Coast in June for a Meiro 
film. For the first time he will not 


play the Palladium Ballroom there. | 
unless, perhaps, he gets his price, 
which is $2,000 or more above his| 


last salary there. Jimmy Dorsey is | 
playing it. for six weeks opening 


June 13, but only as a means of re- 
maining on the Coast near, his 
4a lee 


MARTIN BLOCK CO. IN 
REIS-TAYLOR MERGE 


Reis & Tavlor Music Co. and Mar- 


tin Block Music, latter owned by the 
WNEW,. N. Y.. record spinner. are in 
the process of working out a merger 


When negotiations are completed the 
two will retain separate identities, 
but. as conaitions require, the staffs 
of both will work as a unit: i. e.. if 
one draws a hit tune, contact 
will work on it. 

Two firms will also retain present 
corporate setups. but any profits of 
either will be divided Wosses vice 
Odd part of the arrangement 
is that Larry Taylor, whose name is 
attached to Reis & 
ee! ith that firm for 
He ru the Block outfit 
A. Edward Masters, attorney fo 
. and several other 
inancial backer of the Reis 
operated by Les and Herb Reis. 


Ellington’s s Juan Tizol 


men 


both 


some time 


Joins Woody Herman 


One of Duke Ellington's star solo- 
ist: rombonist Juan Tizol. joins 
Wootly Herman's band April 21. Ti- 
zo! made recordings with Herman 
sast week along with Johnny Hodges. 
&!lington’s alto sax. and tenor Herbie 


Fields, who will reorganize his band 
Snortly. Previously, Ben Welgster. 
Negro tenor for merly with Ellington, 


and Georgie Auld, tenor bandleade 
made other dises with Herman. 

: Dave Tough, drummer who recent- 
‘Y Was discharged from the Navy 
efter a long South Pacifie tour with 
Artie Shaw's Nav y band, joins Her- 
men in a couple of weeks, replacing 
Current Red Saunders. 


Dorsey, for ex- 
Penn last! 


names 


USO’s Band Plans 


| USO-Camp Shows, Inc., which had 
no name bands of any rating circu- 
lating in service camps during the 
winter, is figuring on an undecided 
number of band-vaude units for the 
summer. Bands to be used will be 
smaller, however, 
for the camp route last summer. 
They ll be 10 and 1l-piece outfits. 

| No bands have been bought yet 
and routes haven't been laid out. 


40-Piece Band 
~ Mulled By Shaw 


When .Artie Shaw ganizes his 
band in the near oto it will be 
composed, according to advice from 


friends on the coast, of 40 pieces and 
will not include strings. What this 
size instrumentation could mean in 
Shaw's plans is vague. 

Shaw is currently awaiting the 
outcome of two picture deals, and if 
one ‘jells the formation of the 
orchestra will be set back. Work 
will be done with a studio band. 

Shaw was under contract to the 
William Morris agency when he 
went into service. 
not expired, but he can 
on it if he so chooses. 
a length-of-service clause and, if ex- 
tended by the time he was in the 
Navy, would still be in effect. 
ever, the AFM recently voided all 
clauses 


AFM Rules for Wald 
Voided Balto Pact, 


walk out 


than those bought | 


| 
| 
| 


| | Brow n's 


(band when 


ice. Brooks may 
| library, 


Les Brown Trumpeter 


To Form Own Band 


Randy Brooks, trumpeter with Les 


rehestra. will form his owi 


~ 


recently | 


Brown. who 
passed a physical, goes 
take over Brown's 


but the personnel probably 


| Will be replaced, since it is an expen- 


sive band that Brooks’ comparatively 


low name strength would not be able | 


| to carry. 


| bookings 
| took his physical. 
weeks at the 


This contract has | 


It contained | 


How- | 


for three 
on an 
| All promotions, these dates will con- | § 


But Collection a Snag 


American Federation of Musicians 
returned in favor of Jerry Wald last 
week in a case against the defunct 
Stage Door Casino, 
closed last August, 


Baltimore, which 
week before he 
AFM 


awarded Wald one week's salary, but 


was to have opened there. 


whether he will be able to collect is 
problematical: whereabouts of Jerry 
Green, responsible for the spot, are 
unknown. 
Wald’s men, 
With ihe union 
one week's salary. 
However, the 
them were 
when Wald 
got satis- 


who had also yee 
against him for the 
also drew a favor- | 
able decision union 
ruled that the monies due 
only if 
Green 


and 
and 


collectible 
caught up to 


faction, 


Tavlor, hasn't} 


Local 77 Nominations 


Philaae Iphia, Apl il 11. 


Guv Scola. who has been serving 
as secretary of Local 77. AFM, since 
resignation of A. Rex Riccardi, was 
renominatied for the post at a me¢ 

L ] W Ri < a) whe ( i¢ 
here f Ne York where f 
stationea a executive assistant 
AFM prexy James C. Petrillo Elec- 


re 1 be 


tions 


Other nominees are: For presi- 


{and Louisville. 


dent. Frank P. Liuzzi ‘tincumbent), 
Abe Neff and James Perri; vice-! 
president. Romeo Cella. Ralph 


Kirsch ‘tincumbent). and A. A. 
Tomei, former president: assistant 


secretary. Harry G. Kammerer (in- 
cumbent): treasurer, Joseph Bossle 
(incumbent), sergeant-at-arms. 
| Anthony Coc! John Pinelli and 


Daniel Shanker. 


| Louis Armstrong takes over band- 
stand fiom owner Horace Heidt at 


,Triancn Ballroom, Southgate, Cal., 


| May 9. 


Brown 
wont go into uniform for some time 


is headed for the Navy, but 


vet. He has a deferment to clean up 
already signed when he 
Pennsylvania hotel, 
N. Y., starting in June. 

Brooks’ band will be handled by 
Joe Glaser, Brown’s manager. He 
has a contract with both, guarantee- 
ing him backing tor his own band 
as soon as the European war is 
Cleaned up. 


T. Dorsey Nets 
1706 


into the serv- | 


Marshall Men Win $11 


Among them are! 


i tra had 


lentitled to 
basis of the 

| service 


WLB Disc Hearing Tame; Petrillo 
Reiterates Aim to Keep Punching 


Scale Hike; Strike Off 


Philadelphia, April 11. 
Regional War Labor Board on 
Saturday (8) ruled that $11 per man 
“merit” wage increases could be 
granted to members of the Billy 
Mershall orchestra at the Benjamin 


Franklin hotel, who went on strike 
April 1 after alleged “stalling” by 
the board on its decision since last 
| Labo Day. 

| Band had returned to work Thurs- 


day night (6) on advice on its coun- 
sel. Under WLB policy no decision 
is made while a strike is in progress. 

Board ruled that since the orches- 
been engeged at the hotel 
than a vear the men were 
“on the 


for more 
merit” increases 
improved 


performed by the group as 


whole.” Increases averaging $11- 
| per-week per man have been held 
'in escrow by the hotel since last 


Theatre Dates 


merits. 


Leeds Granted 
ASCAP Increase 


Tommy Dorsey's nine and a half 
weeks of theatre bookings, which 


he completed last Thursday (6) at 
the Riverside theatre. Milwaukee, is 
judged by bookers and agency men 
to be the most consistently strong 
b.o. run any name band has ever 
undertaken. including Kay Kyser 
and other top names. Dorsey grossed 
approximately $350.000. earning for 


himself around $170.000 in the nine | 


weeks and three days. and 
new b.o. records in eight 


houses he played. 


setting | 
of the 10! 


In addition to his own strength at | 


the b.o.. Dorsey had Gene 


Krupa 


with him and this circumstance un- | 


questionably helped pyramid grosses. 
Krupa got equal billing with Dorsey 
in all situations. on the 
orders. For 
Was accompanied by 
Allen, on voeals. 
strength in the 
ured in the draw 
Dorsey is currently on a 
one-nighters, for 


ex-leader 
Since 
middlewest he fig- 


also. 


which he has guar- 
antees of $21,560. He opens at Frank 
Dailey’s Terrace Room, Newark. 
N. J.. Friday (14) for 
Sherman hotel, 
weeks, 
unusual 


Chicago, April 28. 
and starts 
run of one-nighters. 


sist of 90-minute 
by a three-hour dance. 

Band will cover. some towns that 
Dorsey rever played before: dates set 


concerts followed 


are Grand Rapids, Toledo, Dayton, 
St. Louis. Kansas City. Tulsa, Okla- 
homa City; Fort Wort? Dallas, 


Shreveport. Houston, San Antonio 
Dorsey then 


Metro film. 


voes to 
the Coast for a 


802 Loaded With 
$506,409 Surplus 


Local 802 of the American Federa- 


tion of Mus cians maretine d a finan- 
Cial statement in its last 802 i | 
citing a combined surplus, ; of 
Dec. 31 last. of $506.400 ; 
the pre S$ $394,837 
Difference ( crease ¢ 
$104.2 elie do al 
a. p of $3.78] the 
t i¢ 
$637 the ec al 
B02 ) 4.650 


Stelle Slavin Takes Over 


| an undisclosed 
leader's | 
part of the tour he also |} 
Bob | 
Allen has | 


Contact Men Busy— 


week of | 


two weeks, the | 


May 26 | 


Labor Day pe 
cision. 

WLB pointed out, however, that 
the Ben Franklin decision did not 
apply to other hotels, necessarily. 
Each case would be 


iding a 


Leeds Music was pyr 
quested increase in 
American Society of 


inted its re- 
rating in the 
Composers. 


Authors and Publishers last week. 
Firm. which recently lumped its 
Olman, Kaycee, Consolidated, Jen- 


kins and Wabash catalogs under the 
Leeds banner as a means of securing 
a jump in avail jumpel 
number of points. 
Leeds is operated by Lou Levy. 
manager of the An Sisters. 


ability, was 


drews 


Contacting New Jobs: 
Salaries Shooting Up 


Manpower shortage in the mus 


business staried wholesale 
week, with’ sal- 


Tw oO 


staffs have been pretty much cleaned 


of contact men last 


ries going up proportionately. 
out. Milis Music losing Harry Wein- 


stein to Miller, Benny Gilbert goes 


Robbins while Leon- 
Southe 


professional 


to Chic: [01 


which replaced gencral 


Bobby Mellon with Frank 


anagel 
Kelton jJast week, had Bob Lee go to 
& lis and Marty Tenney ito Triangle 
Tennev takes Mickey Addy’s place 


at Triangle. Addy moving to Camp- 


bell-Porgie Peie Doraine moved 

fron A ‘ Barton Eddie 

Re ‘k for a unknown 

i€ ( o previou Ted 

( om M o Wii- 

é ‘ (Drevfus), Dave Blum from 

Mi: rk Capite! Milt Stavi 

om E. B. Marks to Shapiro-Bern- 

ein, replacing Irving Romm, who 

et up ‘ c company wit) 
I t Recorc 


Raeborn in Switch, 
Lincoln to Commodore 


4 
B Rat 

1 er at 
1o 

yr 

on 

Rat ( 1 at the Lin- 


When Ayres Dons Khaki okay. of tr 


Stelle Slavin, i } umpeter, 

take eaccrs } of | 
Mitchell Avres ail-male co-opera- | 
tive band whe Ayre 206 1 
service late this month Ayres’ 


combo was ¢ break- 
ing up when she as de 
as its leacer. 

Band was uncer 
eral Amusement. but got iis release 
and is not tied to any agency. 
It plavs Loew's Siate. N. Y.., April} 
27, and Oriental. Cnicago, May 5, 
only weeks booked for it. 


verge oi 
cided upon 
to Gen- 


coniract 


now 


| Song” 
‘that order. 


for nel 


Decea's Stock [iy 


y Carlisle. Wilbur Evans, 
waxed an aibum of “The Merry 
Vidow™” for Decca, with ork and 
chorus der baton of Isaac Van 
Grove, aré now known as “Decca’s 
stock company of players.” 

Same troupe has recorded “Desert 
and “Mexican Hayride” in 


Felix 


who 


Washington, 


quality of | 


; Musicians are on 


WLB de-|: 


decided on jts 


early 


' board will vote. 
‘course, are 


contract was 


April 11. 
Federation of 
cians’ James C. Petrillo, in ef- 
fect told the War Labor Board here 
Friday (7), at a hearing on the re- 
cording contfoversy, that the union 
will never give up in its fight to re- 
tain the type of contract it now has 
with Decca Records and some 53 
other recording and_ transcription 
firms, which are paying the AFM a 
rovalty on every record made 
Petrillo said, “We're a_ business 
even though we call ourselves a 
union. We sell musicians to the 
industry. We will not be. satisfied 
with the contract we now have the 
didn't indicate whether he meant 
the Decca-type agreement). Con- 
gress and the President think about 
the future. Why can't we? I want 
something to offer our members 
when they come back from war.” 
Friday's hearing was to give the 
union a chance to ar¢ gue against the 
recent recommendation of the N. Y. 
panel report. which found that the 
strike against 
Columbia Records, 
WLB oreer 
compelling these firms to accept a 
royalty - per - retord-manufactured 
agreement similar to the Decea con- 
tract. 
War 


American 


boss. 


RCA-Victor and 


and which opposed any 


Board is headed for 
final ruling on the dispute, 
its hoped, but there is no indica- 
tion of how the four members of the 
Labor members, of 
expected to back the 
industry members like- 
Since the latter predominate, 
this poses the possibility of a bitter 
argument before the final decision. 

Jcseph A. Padway. AFM counsel, 
carried the ball for the union. His 
argument lasted all morning and ran 
into the afternoon session. He in- 
sisted there was no strike against 
Columbia and RCA and declared, 
“we don't care if we never work for 
them again.”. He said there were 31 
cases on record of emplovers 
controlled unemploy- 
ment funds. Under any condition, he 
continued, the profession of a musi- 
clan ‘is unique and should not be 
subjected to the same restrictions as 
oiner umons, 


La bor 


AFM. and 


wise, 


pay- 


Ing into unlon- 


“Emplovers.” he 
ized the 


argued, “recog- 
threat to employment by 
machines in the 1938 contract. This 
upset by a Thurman 
head of the anti-trust 
division of the Justice Department) 
ruling. The employers took to it like 
water. After the upset, the 
employers refused to do anything on 
unemployment. When the board al- 
lowed RCA and Columbia to interes 
vene in agreed-to contracts ‘Decca, 
et al.) it prejudiced the union's case. 
These two others would 
not si 


Arnold ‘then 


ducks to 


hope ad the 


] id Wi H 
WLB chairman s what the 


can do under wage 


Davis, 
board 
stabilization and 
whether it can ordet 


relief fund.” Padway 


4 


payments int 
said the fund 


ould not amount to more 
$400,000 the fi veal 
When Robert P. Myers, attorney 
for RCA, argued that this could be 
d as a itical slush fund. Pad- 
way replied. “that is not mut of 
a lush fund 
The position of our company.” 
aid Myers, “is that we have no re- 
pon i] i} e 175.000 | ans 
ho don't work for u I woulc ke 
if point out that onl 4.000 to 5 O00 
icians TK 10] ne re transe- 
ription is 
Societ hole ne 
ord 
Sect 1 B ol 
A ‘ pre pit fro to 
ect a T on 
OVE fro 
1 i jor orga 
JOSE If WLB approve re 
tract 11 Il create a prec- 
edent hi would have far-reach- 
consequence 


Milton Diamond, 
defended the co 


counsel for Decca, 
tract his company 
ed and said that Decca had no 
desire to break it. On the other 
A. Walter Socolow, 
ng half a dozen other transcription 
and’ recording firms, suid his people 
signed because they had no ailterna- 
tive, not because they liked the con- 
tract. 

“If you want to withdraw,” 
mended Padway, “you're at perfect 
liberty to do so. We are willing to 
relieve you of your unhappy predica- 
ment.” 


represent- 


come 


| 
| 
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Don't Sweetheart Me’ Authors Beef 
To Hill on ‘Hit Parade’ Brushoff 


George Washington Hill, president 


of American Tobacco, is the object 
of another songwriter beef concern- 
ing the spetting of a song on the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade. 

Writers of “Don't Sweetheart Me” 
(ClifY Friend-Charles Tobias) have 
dispatched several sharp complaints 
to Hill over what they term the mis- 
handling of their tune en the pro- 
gram. “Sweetheart” has for sev- 
eral weeks hovered around the third 
and fourth positions in sheet sales 
and coin machine popularity, and it’s 


asserted to be consistently high in| Schirmer. 


radio plugs. “Hit Parade” has cited 
the melody only once, jumping it 
from nowhere recently te seventh 
place: it subsequently tobogganed off 
the program and hasn't appeared 
since, which the writers claim isn’t 
accurate. 


Peter Whitehead, former 
area bandleader, gets a medical dis- 
charge from the Army next week, 
and intends organizing a band. He's 
been at Halloran hospital, Staten Is- 
land, after being injured ever Sicily. 
He’s a Ist Lieut., a bomber pilot. 


| 


Geo. Bornstein Quits 
R. & N. Music Printery 


With prospects’ that Irving Berlin | 
with Saul 


may strike a deal Born-! 


George Bornstein, the latter’s broth- 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending April 8) 
Love, Leve, Love.........Santly 
Don't Sweetheart Me. Advanced 
River of Roses Shapiro 


Mairzy Doats.............Miller 
Gan Morris 
Besame Mucho......Melodylane 
When They Ask. .....6+.. Berlin 
Wish I Could Hide...... Shapiro 
Marks 


stein for a split-up of Berlin, Inc., | h E 4 B 
er. has withdrawn from Radom ase y 


Neidorff, music printers. This firm | 
handled all Berlin work ufttil recent- 
ly. when Berlin personally gave it to 


The brother had been associated 
with R. & N. the past 10 vears on a 
shareholder's participation. 


‘Had Way’ Tops in Eng. 


“If I Had My Way,” standard mel-{ 


Florida | ody being revived in this country by | 


Robbins ‘Columbia is releasing a, 
pre-ban Kate Smith recording) is 
one of the top hits in England. 

It has sold close to 500,000 copies 
over there so far, published by 
Dash-Connelly. 


| 
| 
| 


Paper Status Quo 


War Production Board advised the 
commercial printing industry re- 
cently that there will probably be 
no further cut in paper allotments 
for the second quarter of this year. 
This reliev@és the music business, 
which has been operating on only a 
pdrtion of 1944 consumption and was 


fearful of an extended cut due to 
the acute paper situation. 
Publishers have also been 


bothered laiely by the inability of 
printers, rushed by 
work, to fill orders, 


Open Letter 
BING 


Dear Bing: 


LITTLE TIME”. 


of golf. 


sneaking in fast. 


So long Bing. 


Just joined LINCOLN MUSIC as Prof. Mgr. and every- 
thing looks solid. 


It's only three weeks new and most every 
important band's already doing it. 


Kate Smith this Friday for a swell demonstration. I 
know you keep a sharp eye on the sheet. 
where "AND SO LITTLE TIME" is? I'd tell you... only 
modesty forbids. 


This may sound like 


jive but I've a hunch your palsy Sinatra will be doing 
it on "Lucky" next week. 


Getting a bit fed up with Spinrad's sun lamp. 


Until then, I remain, 
As ever, 


P. S.—Sending THE THREE SUNS, new HIT RECORD. 


Working on a thing called "AND SO 


Commercials are 
Case you haven't heard it yet, hear 


May be coming your way soon fora spot 


Did you see 


song plugger's 


Mac Green. 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


“Strip Flips Hip,” one of the Dan Shaniro-Milton Pascal-Phi! Charig 
ditties in the new Dave Wolper musical, “Follow the Girls.”’ js predicated 
on “Variety” phraseology. The verse reads: 

Margie Hart had a lot on the ball, 
So did Gypsy Rose Lee. 
Just ask who was the Queen of them all 
And they'll tell you immediately 
‘ What “Variety” said about me, 

The chorus starts off: “Strip flips hip and customers flock: new kind of 
| bump is boxoffice sock.” Another couplet: “Strip flips hip with plenty 
| boff, Girlie could be anatomy prof.” 


of 
‘ 

June 30 ends the Irving Berlin, Inc., fiscal year and it’s reasonably cer. 
| tain now that Saul H. Bornstein and Berlin will have parted their 25-year 
| business partnership by then Berlin, now overseas, has upped his bid te 
| almost $500,000 to buy out Bornstein and finally effect their schism. Bory- 
| stein, in turn, is reported looking ahead to a fresh catalog for his own 

business, which will probably be concentrated into the ABC Music Corp, 
and Berlin, Inc., of course, would revert as a title to the songsmith. 
* 


Clarence Hutchenrider’s suit against Glen Gray was not settled for the 
original $7,000 he was offered for his stock in the Casa Loma band, it’s 
claimed by his attorney. It was reported last week that the musician had 
settled for that amount. Musician is said to have taken $8,250 to dap 
his $100,000 damage and accounting action against the leader and his man- 
ager, F.C. (*Cork"’) O’Keete. Even the confidential reasons for the squash- 
ing of the action vary, as told by attorneys for both sides. 

The recent N. Y. a»pellate decision, in Gem Musie and Denton & Hasking 
vs. ASCAP, is a major setback for the Society in one grave respect. It 
makes every corporation, which is represented by a board member, re- 
sponsible for the acts of ASCAP. There can be no appeal therefrom, hence 
the issues will have to be tested out at actual trial. ‘ 

Decca’s Harry Sosnik. who doubles as musical director for Hildegarde’s 
“Beat the Band” radio show. now commutes from N. Y. to St. I 
ot Chi, since the chanteuse’s shift to the Hotel Chase, St. 
means the same Tuesday-through-Thursday time-out. 


Government, 


instead 
Louis. Still 


Band t Hotel 
ands a Ole 
(Presented herewith, as a weekly 
charge business being done by name 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


room capacity and cover charge Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


tabulation, is the estimated cover 
bands in various New Yori: hotels. 


Cavers ‘Tetat 

Weeks Paat Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Emil Petti....... Biltmore (400; 900 3,550 
Lani McIntire....Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50)..........113 1.625 204,550 
Jerry Wald....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 5 2,100 = 10,875 
Frankie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 8 2.550 21,975 
Guy Lombardo ..Rooseve!t (400: $1-$1.50)........... 27 1850 50.575 
Vaughn Monroe Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 3 1,600 6,200 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Gracie Fields; 
show. 


; 3 days. 


New Yorker and Biltmore 


Lexington. Hawaiiav floor 


Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel: 400: $2.50 min.). Bond- 
shu, with split-week of Dwight Fiske, and Paul Draper did around 2,700. 

Carmen Cavallaro (Empire Room. Palmer House: 750: $3-$3.50 
Hildegarde and Larry Adler split-week got fine 9,600. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room. Bismarck hotel: 465: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Big turnover enabled Joy to do very good 4.600. 

Eddie Qliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100: 50c. and 75e. 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Off, but Oliver still good draw with 5.000. 


min. 


George Olsen (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 700; $2.50-$3 min.’. Olsen 
doing well, but Holy Week hurt. Neat 2.000. 
Teddy Powell (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 


‘Powell played to around good 5.000, fair, 


Los Angeles 
Freddie Martin ‘Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50). 
chopped tabs to 3,900. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 900: $1-$1.50), 
possibility to nick 4,000 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650: $3-$3.50 min.). Business tumbled with 
| Claridge and floor show headed by Cross & Dunn. About 3,500 tabs. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk: 500: $1-$2.50 min.). Suffered with 
Around 3.800. 


Holy Week and tax axe 


Biz slack apparent but strong 


the rest. 


(Los Angeles) 
Hal McIntyre (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). Extra strong under 
conditions. Repeat 30,000. 
Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, 13th week). Pulling from other? 
| Spots with more-for-money under tax setup. Good 7,000 payolas. 
| Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles). Joe E. Lewis last week- 
iend. Capacity unaffected. Still 5,200. 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


799 SEVENTH AVENUE, N.Y. 19 


JERRY JOHNSON, Gen. Prof. Mor. 


| | 
four star song from 20th CENTURY. FOX'S & * £cefure “FOUR JILLS IN A JEEP" 
| ' lyrics by HAROLD ADAMSON Music by JIMMY McHUGH | 
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NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 


week 
to 1 a.m 
order ‘in some cases there are ties, 
se ted by WEAF, 


music publishing industry. 


beginning Monday and through 
List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in siniiaboliont | 


WABC, WJZ and WOR, 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the | 


Sunday, April 3-9 from 5 pu 


accounting for a longer list). The | 
compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—;“Higher and Higher”.......Crawford 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—j;“Lady In the Dark”.......... Famous 
Ho Nothing Till You Hear From. Me... Robbins 
Easter Parade—*"*As Thousands Cheer” Whe 


Goodnight Wherever You Are...... 


.. shapiro 


1 Love You—**“Mexican Hayride” Chappell 
I Wish I Could Hide Inside Letter... .. Shapiro 
711i Get By—i"“Guy Named Joe” ... .Berlin 
Long Ago and Far Away—t“Cover Crawtord 
wiy Heart Isn't In N—t"Calling All 0.000: Leeds 
Speak Low—*“One Touch of Venus” Chappell 
Wou're the Dream I’m the Dreamer? ABC 


Hotel Supper Biz 
Holds Up in N. Y. 


The 30°% tax has not appreciably 
disturbed supper business in New 
York hotel rooms using name bands. 
Latter part of last week was off, as 
expected due to Holy Week, but the 
drop was not any greater than 
usual for corresponding periods in 
other years, it’s pointed out. Room- 
ers have no way of accurately 
guaging the tax’s effect yet and 
went be able to this week either, 
because of the holidays. Dinners, 
however, have been subnormal. 

In the one name band spot outside 
of N. Y. proper, Frank Dailey’s, 
Newark, average business is about 
normal. First night the tax 
slapped on (1), with Woody Her- 
man’s band, Dailey’s net was ap- 
$85 off. 


PMM TO QUIZ MEMBERS 
ON TEAMING WITH CMU 


Professional Musie Men will soon 
Submit questionnaires to its 280-odd 
members to determine their reaction 
to a proposed amalgamation with 
the Contact Men’s Union. Question- 
naire is to be formulated at the next 
regular meeting next month, after 
which it will be circulated. 


Idea of joining the two organiza- | 


tions, one of which is a union and 
the other 
fit, has 
months, 


been on the fire for 


Comet, 
Cleveland by Paul Reiner, head of 
the Continental Distributing Co., 


operates jukeboxes in Cleve- 


SAM GOLDWYN 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x5 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ers, plus old favorites. In- 
cludes lead sheet and lyrics of 
chorus. Samples free. 


TUNE-DEX 


1619 Broadway New York 19 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


CUBAN 
LOVE SONG 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Robbins 


(PMM) a benevolent out- | 
several | 


organized in | 


| 
| 


|; date 


was | 


| be continued for an 


DICK (WHN) 
OWN ‘DIX’ DISK LABEL 


WHN, has become 


Dick Gilbert, 
the first platter-chatterer to enter 
the record manufacturing field, bow- 


ing in with four sides bearing the 
Dix label: ‘‘Maruschka,” “Thrill of a 


New Romance,” ‘Take It Eeasy,” 
and “I'm Crazy for You.” All are 
Gilbert vocals, done by the “singing 
disc jockey” for his daily broadcasts 
at 1-3 and 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Orchestral backgrounds, all done 
in Latin tempos, bear the unmistak- 
able stamp of Xavier Cugat mu- 
sicianship, which isn’t surprising 


since all of the men chosen for the} 
the Cugat} 


were culled from 
band, currently in its seventh week 
at the N. Y. Paramount theatre. 


Schuberth Catalog Deal’ 


Eli Oberstein’s purchase of the 
Schuberth Music catalog in N. Y. has 
been completed. Sum involved will 


not be disclosed, but Oberstein says | 
BMI is said to} 


its “substantial.” 
have offered $75,000. 

Deal includes 
of a few years ago, “Intermezzo,” 
and a group of pre-ASCAP Victor 
Herbert tunes, some of which are 
valuable copyrights. Schuberth is 
affiliated with the Society of Euro- 
pean Stage Authors and Composers. 


Cuban Guilty 
Of Perjury in Visa Info 


Found guilty of perjury Monday 
(10) by a N. Y. federal grand jury, 
Marcélino Guerray Albreu, vocalist 
and composer, will be arraigned for 
entence tomorrow (Thursday). 

Albreu, a C was convicted of 
falsifying statements in 
extension of his visa. He w 
mitted to this country in 
1943, and recent 


uban, 
applying for 


additional eight 


| weeks. 


Composer was under 


to the U. S., later joining 
Rhumba band as a vocalist. 
ing to the FBI, 


Accord- 


connection with the band, violating 
the immigration law governing visas 
to visiting. artists and composers. 


' composer of “Hot 


WB Vs. re Dismissed 


Remick Music Corp., 


a copyright infringement ac- 


won di 
sal of 
tion brought by Morris Perlman, 
Money.” Remick’s 


“Apple Blossoms and papel Bells,” 


composed by Walter Kent ae 
uel Kurtz and Al Hoffmanvwas al- 
leged to be an_ infringe ment on 
“Money.” Suit dismis sa in N. Y. 
federal court by Judge William 


Bondy. 

Judge Bondy held the plaintiff 
failed to establish it 
absence of which there is no in- 
fringement. Four measures, identical 
in both songs, w basis of Perl- 


copying, 


as the 


iman’s action. 


goes jo Black- 


3 for 


Chuck Foster band 
hawk Restaurant, Chicago, May 
10 weeks, with options 


up to 22. 


and are based on data | 


Where Does 
E.B. Marks 
Up? 


THAT'S WHAT ALL TUNE PAN ALLEY 


HAS BEEN WANTING TO KNOW FOR 
YEARS AND YEARS. 


Here's Another Great Batch 
POINCIANA 


Which Has Picked Up Where ‘Paper Doll” Left Off — As 
Recorded by Bing Crosby, Jerry Wald, Dave Rose, Enric 


Schuberth’s hit tune} 


as ad-| 
October, | 
ly requested the Visa | 


contract to] 
Robbins Music at time of his entry | 
Machito’s 


Albreu concealed his } 


Madniguera and Benny Carter. 


WHAT A DIFF'RENCE A DAY MADE 


Which Is Beginning to Loom As One of the Most Super-Super 
Revival Hits We Have Yet Pulled Out of Our Magic Hat. 


MY NATIVE LAND 


_Which May Never Develop into Another “Over There”, but 
is the Most Stirring and Blood-Warming Patriotic Song We 
Have Been Fortunate Enough to Encounter Yet. 


My Thoughts Are Roamin' Tonight 


Which Is As Typically American a Cowboy Song as “Home 
on the Range”, Thus Proving the Enormous Versatility of its 
Great Viennese Composer, Robert Stolz. 


APRIL AGAIN 


Which Is Brand New, Lovely in Melody and Lyric, Just the 
Song for This Time of Year and the Latest Success by the 
Incomparable Ernesto Lecuona. 


You Didn't Want Me When You Had Me 


Which Is Celebrating its Silver Anniversary (While its Pub- 
lisher Enjoys His Golden) by Suddenly Popping Into the 
Limelight Again as Swooners Swoon and Millions Sing. 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY, NEW YORK © Frank Hennigs, Gen. Prof. Mar. 


| 0 
| | 
| 
a ATTENTION SHOW BUSINESS! 
| = Edward B. Marks. 
“THEY ALL HAD GLAMOUR’’ 
' 8 (From the Swedish Nightingale to the Naked Lady} 
: ae Is Officially Released This Week by Julian Messner, Inc. 
} 448 Absorbing Pages —- Hundreds of Priceless [lustrations. 
Nore: B. Marks Will Personally Autograph Any Books Ordered 
j Direct from His Firm. Price $4.00. 
| 
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Night Club Reviews 


Wedgwood Reom, N. Y. 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Victor Borge, Russell Swann, Talia, 
Leo Reisman and Mischa Borr 

Orchs; $2 cover. 


Victor Borge, the least melancholy 
of the three great Danes now in 


New York—the tenoring Melchior is | 


at the Met and the troubadouring 
Brisson at the 
worthy addition to the triumvirate. 
He, like Brisson, belongs to the 
saloon set, and he does an Okay job 
at the Waldorf’s Wedgwood Room, 
save for his fulsomeness. 

But then the entire frolic, opening 
night, was over-generous and the 
results accordingly stultified. But 
there's no gainsaying the charm and 
suavity of Borge’s small-talk and 
ianology (the latter on the Alec 

empleton order of ad lib medley- 
ing). Borge is the Copenhagen 
comic whom Bing Crosby first show- 
cased on the air, and he’s been 
equally effective in the bistros. In 
truth, Borge showed to better ef- 
fect last year when first coming 


Versailles—is a} 


CLYMAS 


Pantomime Satirists 
Currently 


PERSIAN 
ROOM 


PLAZA HOTEL 


NEW "YORK 
Direction 
M.C.A. 


j Saat. but he does register, only this 
time he needs sharper editing. 

| Talia, a terper and a looker, comes 
| back for a retake, which is extrane- 
;ous, and in between Russell Swann 
|—ex-Capt., Special Services—makes 
|it a shade too tough as he milks ’em. 
Swann is one of those personality 
| prestidigitators who, apart from look- 
ing like Tony Marfin, bespeaks of 
| wider scope as a talking personality 
}for the screen. He has a natural 
sense of comedy, knows how to 
| utilize the spoken word, and makes 
| his small-talk count even more than 
| his tricks. He has a few basically 
| good ones, like the prop “enchanted” 
|Serpent which comes out of the 
| Hindu basket with the desired card; 
land that exciting guillotine trick, 
| which only a stooge would stand for. 
{He works smoothly and _ throws 
| away what is apparently a lot of 
stuff for the sake of a laugh. In 
short, Swann is more the comic now 
than the abracadabra kid. 

Talia does two routines, and one 
jis not only sufficient but good, hence 
why dissipate its value? She opens 
Spanish, thence a flower routine and 
finally a cancan. She's a personality, 
too, who doesn’t need the reprise 
hula to telegraph her charms. Abel. 


Century Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL COMMODORE) 

Vaughn Monroe Orch (17), with 

| Dell Parker, no minimum, cover $1 

ne $1.50 weekends. 

| 


Reorganized band under Vaughn 
Monroe the broke several 
months ago to go into service, but 
was rejected) is unquestionably the 
| best he has had. Designed primarily 
‘to interpret ballad and medium 
| rhythm numbers, it is doing a neat 
| job in this room, where it is almost 
a fixture. 

Comprised of four trumpets, three 
trombones, five sax and four rhy- 
thym, the band gained the major 
| portion of its vast improvement via 
| new arrangements by Gene Hamid 
| and George Paxton. Whereas most 
| of Monroe's former material mean- 
| dered nowhere and had everything 
| but distinction, the newer items 
turned in by Hamid and Paxton are 
colorful and harmonious. In short, 
| the band is no longer background for 
a singer. 

Musically the outfit is good. It op- 
| erates on a smooth, danceable beat 
| and is clean in its delivery. As cited 
| above, it adheres mainly to ballads 
|medium jump things, grooves in 

which it shows best. It doesn’t often 
jattempt really hot material and when 
| it does it’s just okay. 

Monroe, of course, handles ballads 
| and light legit lyrics. He’s as com- 
| mercial as ever and wisely hasn't 
| attempted to change his style to con- 
form to the current craze for trick 
delivery. started by Frank Sinatra. 
| Dell Parker, dark-haired, petite, does 
a fine job on rhythm material. 
Wood. 


(PALMER HOUSE) 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNED 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


| 
| impire Room, Chi 
| 


Chicago, April 7. 
| Carmen Cavallaro and his Orches- 
| tra (14) with Charlotte Paige; Larry 
roo Mario and @loria, Ladd Lyon 
(2), Camilla Lane, Betty and Leona, 


| Abbott Dancers (12); minimum $3- 


$3.50. 
New “Springtime Revue” marks 
first local appearance of Carmen 


Cavallaro band return of 
Larry Adler, who cut a previous en- 
gagement short several months ago 
to join an overseas USO-Camp Show 
unit. Show is great entertainment 
from beginning to end. 

Adler clicks big with superb har- 
monica playing. “Besame Mucho.” 
played in different tempi followed 
by “Holiday For Strings,’ “Second 


Hungarian Rhapsody” accompanied 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


by Camilla Lane, “Minuet in G,” a 
bit of boogie-woogie and then a new 
trick of accompanying himself at the 
piano while blowing “Kerry Dan- 
cers” adds up to a solid hit. 

Mario and Floria are grace per- 
sonified in routines ranging from 
early styles to present day jive steps, 
spiced with a nifty tango and a light 
number to “Make Believe.” Regis- 
ter big. 

Ladd Lyon, assisted by his brother 
Bob, do well with a laugh-provoking 
novelty. Abbott Dancers exhibit two 
routines, one on roller skates and 
the other called “Lamb’s Gambol,” 
both favorably received. Betty and 
Leona, from the group, do a novelty 
dance to good reaction. 


Camilla Lane, singer, held over 


from Ran Wilde’s Orchestra, scores 
with “My Bill,” “Sweet Mystery of 
Life,” “Italian Street Song” and 
“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes.” 

They can’t get enough of Caval- 
laro’s piano playing here. His music 
is ideal for this room with Charlotte 
Paige, adequately furnishing the vo- 
cals. Morg. 


Normandie Roof, Mont'l 
Montreal, Apri! 8. 
Rolly Rolls, Chu Chu Martinez, 
Anthony & Allyn, Don Turner Orch 
(11) with Mae Allen; Neil Golden 
Orch (3). Cover $1.00-$1.50. 


Catering almost exclusively to the 
big check trade and visiting notables, 
this room is in the spotlight cur- 
rently with a quality. 

Rolly Rolls practically tears a 
piano apart to get effects surpris- 
ingly harmonious. e does “Old 
Man River” blindfolded and on 
cloth-covered keys, illustrates fairy 
tales and closes pacing the floor 
playing a Gershwin medley on a 
six-inch concertina. Several encores. 
Chu Chu Martinez, Mexican “bel 
canto” singer, intrigues femmes with 
in “Lovely Way to Spend an Eve- 
ning,” “I Love You,” “Night and 
Day,” “My Heart Tells Me,” “Besame 
Mucho,” and a Spanish “Tu Nom- 


bre.” Expressive of voice, he is a 
solid hit. 
Anthony and Allyn, graceful 


adagioists, put over lifts, spins, etc., 
with authority; garner a good hand. 
Don Turner, who also doubles as m.c., 


taste, with Mae Allen canarying. 
Neil Golden trio handles its relief 
chore adequately. 


Trade good this hearing. Lane. 


Boulevard Room, Chi 
(STEVENS HOTEL) 
Chicago, April 5. 
George Olsen and His Music (15) 
with Judith Blair and Marshall Gill; 
minimum $2.50-$3. 


At last this new room has a show 
to talk about. In George Olsen 
and his band has been found the 
wallop needed here since the room 
opened three months ago. 

In “We're the Show” Olsen has 
contrived a clever, sparkling revue, 
running around 40 minutes, in- 
geniously working in the various 
talents of his versatile crew, woven 
together with special songs, lyrics 
and material. Result is entertain- 
ment plus. During the proceedings 
there is comedy magic; an _ Irish 
song: a burlesque acrobatic gag; 
Judith Blair singing “Great Ameri- 
can Home” and “Ain’t Misbehavin’ ” 
Mike and Harry Paige in an Uncle 
Tom and Little Eva vocal routine; a 
nifty arrangement of “Holiday for 
Strings” which features the excel- 
lent violin technique of Harold Klatz 
and a bit of Harry James by George 
Rank. 

Other specialties are an “Olsen for 
President” political satire; an amus- 
ing panto take off of ‘“‘Casey At the 
Bat,” Olsen reciting the lyrics and 
Marshall Gill, Mike and Harry Page. 
and Johnny Strong going through 
the motions, and the splendid piping 
of Gill on “One Alone,” “The Desert 
Song” and “Prisoner of Love.” Show 
is expertly paced by Olsen and 
makes a big hit. 

Band, attired in bright red, makes 
a swell appearance on the stand. 
Style is very sweet with instrumen- 
tation consisting of three violins, 
piano, four reeds, four brass, drums 
and bass. Dance floor is usually 
crowded, which attests to popular:ty 
of Olsen’s dance tunes. Morg. — 


-Leon & N. Y. 

Winn Twins, Beatrice Fung Oye, 
Sherry Britton, Three Little Sisters, 
Dynamite Jefferson, Kenneth Buf- 
fett, Walter John, Line (10), Lou 
Martin Orch; no cover; minimum 
$3.50 weekdays, $4 weekends. 


Billed as Ruth Lane's Spring Re- 
view, Leon & Eddie’s new show fol- 
lows its policy of offering a melange 
of entertainment to satisfy all tastes. 

Dynamite Jefferson, acro-terper, is 
about the most satisfactory turn. 
Colored boy lifts a chair from the 
floor with his teeth and with it 


Slick hoofing bit. Follows by doing 
a split on two chairs while bending 
down and lifting a third from the 
floor with his teeth. Winds up 
strongly by ailing three tables and 
five chairs in a pyramid fashion, lift- 


it ali with his molars. Big returns. 
Kenneth Buffett (New Acts), 


keeps his brass, saxes, violins and | 
rhythm sweetened to the customers’ | 


firmly clenched in his mouth, does a| ©!izabeth Hanneford) 


dancer, in opening spot scores nice- 
ly. Beatrice Fung Oye (New Acts), 
Chinese singer, goes over well. Winn 
Twins (New Acts), comedy, can 
only be described as tedious. Three 
Little Sisters (New Acts), acrobats, 
click. 

Rest of the lineup consists of 
Walter John (New Acts), baritone 
emcee, Sherry Britton, stripper, and 
the smartly costumed line. 


Business good when caught, 


LUNA PARK, CONEY 
SET FOR MAY 15 BOW 


Luna Park, Coney Island, N. Y., is 
currently undergoing seasonal face- 
lifting preparatory to opening for 
season around May 15. It will op- 
erate again this season under aegis 


‘of Bill Miller, erstwhile agent and 


now Hollywood nitery operator. 

Billy Jackson will operate several 
of the principal shows on midway, 
including Old Timers Music Hall, 
which will be housed in a building 
to be an exact replica of Tony Pas- 
tor’s theatre on 14th street, N. Y. 

Steeplechase, also at Coney, will 
open a week earlier than Luna, oper- 
ating with usual combination ticket, 
although Luna will again operate 
with free gate. 


Ringling Circus 
©4Continued from page 2 


being the Cloud Ballet. Costuming is 
nifty, girls on the cloud swings being 
a distinct variation from the web- 
bing stunt last year. Other than the 
spec, the other production number 
is the finale, it being the “Changing 
of The Guard,” retained from last 
year. Girls are in Scotch costume, it 
being one of Loretta Jefferson’s 
numbers. John Murray . Anderson, 
who staged the production last sea- 
son, does not figure currently, the 
show consequently having less of 
Broadway and more of the circus 
than for years. 

Elephants are used in the spec but 
really close the show, along with the 
“Guard” display. There is a pyramid 
on the 50th street side of the Garden, 
the pachyderms ambling off with no 
other signal that the performance is 
over. The next-to-closing thrill act 
was only partially in action at the 
debut. 
early last season, are moved into the 
sock spot, working at the top of the 
arena. Billing is “The Couple in The 
Comet” and they were slated to 
finale with a whirling device, but the 
gadget was damaged on the trip 
north. As the glittering “comet” 
spun, metal spangles dropped, and it 
was feared the audience would be 
showered with the stuff. 

Lalage is the aerial single stand- 
out of the show this season, there 
being no solo femme opposition, as 
Elly Ardelty is on the Coast with 
Clifford C. Fischer’s cabaret show. 
Lalage, the Lillian Leitzel of the day, 
goes the limit in one-arm flips. 
Others high in the air include the 
Wolthings, Loyals, Cartier 
and the Mardons. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., April ll, 


Lillian Mansfield to Forest Hille 
N. Y., for a 10-day leave; she’s tae 
so 
_ Aileen Grotte shot in from F ~ 
ing, L. L, to visit her hemaad Te 
who is flashing good reports. ; 

Percy Wenrich has been given an 
all-clear by his medico and will] 
leave for New York this week. Mrs 
Wenrich (Dolly Connolly) will ace 
company him. 

Barton Williams, another on the 
O.K. side, will leave shortly for 
Hollywood. 

Muriel Shiddel cheered up by sure 
prise visit from husband. 

Happy birthday to Marie Gallag. 
her, Alice Van Ness, Howard Levy 
Helen Lassman, Isabelle Rook, Lean. 
dra Rinzler and Carl Kern. 

Don Fairchild upped for dinners 
and mild exercise. 

Harry Clifton, ex-Rogerite, writes 
that he is doing nicely at the Onon- 
daga Sanatorium, Syracuse, N. Y, 
Harry's latest breakdown came while 
he was doing police duty in a war 
defense plant. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Ex-Vauder Donates 50G 


Derry, N. H., April 11. 
Harry Waters, retired circus and 
vaudeville performer, has given $50,- 
000 to the Derry Athletic Assn. for 
construction of a new building. 
Waters was once one of the Flying 


: Waters. 


Victoria and Torrence, on, 


Sisters | 
Only bar act is | 


the Lopez trio. There are two tram- | 


poline turns working at the same} 


time, Adrianna and Charly being 


center and the Del Montes on the | 


end. 


Centering a varied display late in 
the show is the Naitto wire ast, three 
Chinese girls doing the stunts. 
does a forward, the only girl to do 
the feat, which is worthy of atten- 
tion. Two Reynolds and Donegan 
skating acts are in the same display. 
There is also a ladder act made up 


One | 


of girls from the other turns, while | 


the Repenskys also appear in the 
only ground acrobatic act. The 
Army broke up almost all the other 
acts of the kind. One of the veterans 


on hand is Harry Rittley, with the | 


tumbling tables. 


Flying acts are not too good. The | 
Concellos are out of the show for | 


the first time in many seasons, now 


being with the Russell Bros. circus. | 


One flying trap turn brings back the 
Clarkonians, formerly tops 
field. Ernestine Clarke (daughter of 
features the 
present three-person turn. 


in_ the | 


There are some midgets among the | 


clowns, but most of the 16 or more 
muggs who climb out of a motor car 
are somewhat bigger. Good for a 
laugh and always was. It’s the big- 
gest show but could do with more 
ballyhoo during performance. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


: 


BENNY MEROFF 


*“FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Third Week 
Jack Lynch’s 
WALTON ROOF 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


CAPPELLA PATRICIA 


Just Closed 


EL RANCHO 


In Las Vegas 


Currently 


EL CORTEZ HOTEL 


Las Vegas, Nevada 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


Back the State again 


HAPPY FELTON 


weeks this time! 


Direction: MILES INGALLS 
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VARIETY 


A Big (30%) Mistake 


Pay-as-you-go taxation is a good idea, especially for luxury 
items. But if the idea is to raise revenue, the Government seems 
to have missed out with the 30% bite on nitery attendance. 


It must have a deleterious effect right down the line. 
will curb spending. The $4 nitery diner will balk at $5.20 for the 
same, aS much as will the big cafe spender who mentally figures 
on a $100 tab for an evening’s fun, with his party, but will object 
to $130. It sends tips, etc., up proportionately. 


What happens also is that the actor takes the rap the hardest 
on an over-all basis. Already many of the joy joints have dropped 
relying only on non-dansapation music 


entertainment, 
eschewing live divertissement. 


Even the hotels are starting to dodge things. 
out dinner shows, and those remaining over are given their dinner 
checks early, and a fresh one is issued for post-10 p.m., when the 
floor show resumes, hence subject to the 30% tap. Thus, any, 
potables and edibles consumed thereafter are only taxed. 


Maybe it’s true that “they thought nothing of $1 and $1.25 a 
drink during Prohibition,” and the wishful-thinkers may even find 
business not seriously dented, but more likely the lesser niteries 
will curtail or drop floor shows. A new jukebox era is sure to come 
into vogue because of the 30% tap. 


Theatres haven’t the same vagaries. 
not as severe, at 20%, and it’s uniform for all types of theatres. 
The niteries, “with entertainment,” have an out, and many have 
taken it at the expense of their entertainers by dropping the 
“cabaret” aspects and going into static musical divertissement, 


sans dancing, or none at all. 


One thing is certain: it’s going to be even tougher to get into 
the straight restaurants for dinner. 
spots siphoned off a large segment who didn’t mind being diverted 
while dining, although there are just as many who “like to eat 
their food straight without being interrupted by dancers or 


floorshows.” 


The key spots are no criterion; 
a few will always garner business regardless. 
file must cut corners constantly. 


One, it 


and 


But the rank-and- 


Some have cut 


The tax, for one thing, is 


Heretofore the “with show” 


Abel. 


N. Y. Roxy Sets 
Duke Ellington 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., which hasn’t 
got many name bands booked for 
the near future, set Duke Ellington 
last week. Ellington’s last Broad- 
way theatre date was at the Capitol 
and his move gives the Roxy two 
top colored bands, Count Basie be- 
ing under definite contract for two 
more dates there. Lionel Hampton 
recently shifted from the Cap to the 
Strand. 

Ellington will play the Roxy fol- 
lowing his current 20-week stay at 
the N. Y. Hurricane, or around the 
end of July. His salary hasn’t been 


Broadway’s Youngest 
Producer-Designer 


JOE CROSBY 


Louise’s Monte Carlo 
New York City 


Second Year 


disclosed but it is higher than that 
he received at the Cap. 


Roxy also signed Enric Madri- 
guera, who will again conduct the 
house band early in June, as he did 
on his last Roxy date. Outfit will 
be augmented by strings. Madri- 
guera’s band broke up after his re- 
cent Commodore hotel, N. Y., date 
because his men refused to go on 
the road. 


CARLE IN FALL RETURN 
TO N. Y. PENN, 10 WKS. 


Frankie Carle’s orchestra returns 
to the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., for 
a fall run of 10 weeks, opening Oct. 
9. Carle is current at the Penn’s 


Cafe Rouge, his first job with the 
new band, but drops out tonight 
(Wednesday) to open at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., tomorrow. 

Sonny Dunham will take Carle’s 
place for one week to obviate the 
necessity of the latter’s doubling be- 
tween hotel and theatre, remaining 
until Glen Gray takes over next 
week (20). 


Spade Cooley’s Rhythm Riders, 
first of his two new “farm system” 
bands, made its debut last week at 
the Mission Beach Ballroom, San 
Diego, 


combination 
| 


Red Norvo’s small 
opens at Hickory House, 
April 21. 


qi 
\ 
g 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


N. Y. AGVA Benefit 


N. Y. local, American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, will sponsor a benefit 
show May 21 at the 46th Street the- 
atre, proceeds to go to its Welfare 
and Relief benefit fund. 

Milton Berle has been named 
chairman of the benefit. Among 
those already set to appear are Zero + 
Mostel, Carol Bruce, Berry Bros. 
and Mary Martin. 


Middle-Range 
Cafes Hit By 30%, 


The 30° nitery tax isn’t working 
out well for the bistros, regardless 
of the fact that last week (Holy 
Week) and this semester (Easter 
Week) spell two extremes. 

Indications are that it will de- 
cidedly hurt the middle-range 
bistros. The high spots are no 
criterion because their prosperity 
stems from a choice few. 


Paterson Cafe Drops Show 


The New Piccadilly, Paterson, 
N. J., nitery, dropped floor show this 
week through inability to do its 
former biz due to 30% tax. 

Nitery had planned to give the tax 
a month’s trial but when biz fell off 
75% on the first week, place 
couldn't stand the expense. 


Buddy Lester Makes 
Cash Guarantees To 
Fulfill 2 Nitery Pacts 


Comedian Buddy Lester, who ran 
into contract difficulties last month 
with the Club Charles, Baltimore, 
and the El Morocco, Montreal, 
worked out an agreement Thursday 
(6) with both clubs before being 
permitted by the American Guild 
of Variety Artists to open today 
(12) at La Martinique, N. Y. 


Lester agreed to have $2,400 de- 
posited with AGVA to assure his | 
fulfilling a four-week engagement | 
at the Club Charles after he leaves 
La Martinique and completes his 
El Morocco contract calling for two 
weeks. He'll receive $600 a week 
for both dates. Money was put up 
Monday (10) by Dario & Vernon, 
operators of La Martinique, with 
the understanding that $600 a week | 
will be deducted from Lester’s $1,000 | 
weekly salary at that spot until the 
amount is covered. Lester is under 
contract by them for four weeks 
with two four-week options at $1,250. 


Welansky Faces Federal Tax Raps 
Though in Jail On Hub Fire Tragedy 


BONITA GRANVILLE ENDS | 
8 WKS. VAUDE FOR PIC 


Bonita Granville, who closes today 
(12) at Capitol, N. Y., had to forego 
eight weeks of theatre work lined 
up for her in order to start work 
May 1 on a pic for Metro. 

Miss Granville has been headlining 
at the Cap with Jimmy Durante. 


Clyde Beatty Headlines 
New Circus Outfit in L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

Clyde Beatty-Russell Bros. Circus 
opened its pitch here for 24 days on 
a two-a-day basis. 

Topliner is Beatty with an act 
calling for 40 animals. Show fs 
rounded out with the usual clowns, | 
acrobats, bareback riders and wed) 
shows. 


Small’s ‘Fun’ Now Vauder | 


Paul Small’s variety revue, “Yours 
for Fun,” which has been housed at 
the Music Box, Hollywood, during 
the last seven months, opens June 1 
at the Adams, Newark, in the first 


of a series of eastern engagements. 
Revue will be cut to an hour and 
ten minutes for its road showing. 


Vaude Back to Atlanta 
Atlanta, April 11. 

Vaudeville returned to Atlanta 
Sunday (9) when Peachtree (nabe) 


theatre, 850-seater, unveiled 45-min- 

ute show, “South Sea Sirens,” fea- 
turing Sammy Sweet, comedian; 


Chick Moreland, m.c., plus Delany 
Sisters, warblers; Paul Renous & Co., 
balaneers; Cotton Watts, blackface 
comic; Bonita Lynn’s Dancing 
Jewels, and the Manshinos, dance 
act. 
Last vaudfilm combo locally | 


bowed out when Roxy, downtown 
Lucas & Jenkins theatre, darkened 


its stage some six months ago. | 


‘Fun for Money’ Unit 
Already Set for ’45 Date 


“Fun for Your Money” unit, cur- 
rently at Saks’ Show Bar, Detroit, 
really doesn’t have to worry about 
where its next winter’s meals are to 
come from. 

Combo has been booked by Fred- 
erick Bros. for 12 weeks at the 
Clover Club, Miami, opening next 
Dec. 29. 


Philly Cafe Operators 
Organize to Combat 
Increasing Problems 


Philadelphia, April 11. 

Philadelphia nitery operators, who 
have opposed organizing for years, 
have finally succumbed. With move- 
ment by state and local authorities 
to clean up niteries, increased taxa- 
tion and other problems putting 
them all in the same boat, the op- 
erators started the framework of an 
organization. 

William Hopkins, owner of Hop- 
kins Rathskeller, was named tempo- 
rary chairman. An attorney will be 
hired to represent the group, which 
is as yet unnamed. A committee will 
be formed to lobby in state and na- 
tional legislature to try to ease bur- 
dens of cabaret owners. 


Willie Howard, Connee’s 


Roxy Dates; Others Set | 


Willie Howard has been pencilled 
into the Roxy, N. Y., for some time 
in May, together with Connee Bos- 
well. Accompanying film will be 
“Eve of St. Mark.” 

House has Carmen Amaya, Enric 
Madriguera orch, Hazel Scott and 
Helen Forrest set as a unit show for 
June date with “Pin-up Girl” on the 
screen, 


EXIT ICE SHOWS IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 

Ice shows will come out of the 
William Penn Hotel’s Terrace Room 
after four months with the closing of 
the McGowan-Mack revue Saturday 
night (15). 

Since middle of December town’s 
ace spot has used rink revues exclu- 
sively. 


Boston, April 11. 

Barney Welansky, owner of the ille 
fated Cocoanut Grove and now serves 
ing 12 to 15 years for manslaughter 
in connection with the holocaust, 
faces three federal court indictments 
this week charging him with evading 
income and liquor taxes. 

Welansky, at Norfolk prison, was 
indicted last month on two counts of 
income tax evasion totalling $17,774 
from 1936 to 1941. The third indict- 
ment charges him with evasion of 
liquor floor taxes totalling $2,560. 
Also named on income tax indict- 
ments was Otto Spiller, the club’s 
accountant. Named on the liquor in- 
dictments with Welansky was Jacob 
Goldfine. The indictment charges 
Goldfine and Welansky with re- 
moving and concealing, to evade 
taxes, 606 cases of wines and liquors, 


JOE E. HOWARD UNIT 
GETS 8 MORE WEEKS 


Eight additional vaude “weeks of 
“Gay 90s Revue,” radio unit headed 
by Joe E. Howard, has been set by 
Bob Bundy, of Consolidated Radio 
Artists. Dates will carry the unit 
into June. Additional time may be 
booked beyond this, if and when, 
radio commitments will permit. Unit 
plays Columbus, O., this week and 
Akron, O., next week. 


Unit now can only play five days - 


weekly under current setup, through 
having to jump back to New York 
every Monday for its Model Tobacco 
broadcast. 


FT. WORTH TAKEOVER 


Fort Worth, April 11. 

Nelson Harris will take over 
operation of the Supper Club April 
16 with a new floor show and or- 
chestra. 

George and Hazel Smith, opera- 
tors of the club for 18 months, will 
devote all their time to operation of 
their Casino, dine and dance spot at 
Lake Worth, nine miles from here. 


DON MATHIS’ CONSOLE SPOT 


Atlanta, April 11. 

Don Mathis is presiding over 
organ (world’s largest theatre organ) 
at Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox. .Big instru- 
ment has been silent for several 
years now since Uncle Sam took off 
organist Homer Knowles almost at 
beginning of draft. 


MR. 


for his outstanding advertising 
campaign during my engage- 


ment here at the Empire Room. 


I take this opportinity to 


express my deep appreciation to 


Advertising Manager Of The 


PALMER HOUSE, Chicago 


FULLER 


HILDEGARDE 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF APRIL 14 


Numerals in connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show, 


whether full or split’ week. 
loliteers 
i Ra Bros Eleanor Teaman 
Smith & Hart NEWARK 
oew tie mal Adams (14) 
Latash & lawrence | 
(13) i Casa Loma Cre 
f.ou Fitzeibbens Mareyv 
Holland & Zablo Danny Drayson 
NEW YORK CITY] Blair & Trean Francis Martin Cordyn & Sawyer 
Capital Dick tucite Carltons NORFOLK 
Frankie Carle Ore Canada lee (13-18) Center (it) 
Masfa Allan Jones Canny Barra Boye The Glenns 
Gita 4 WASHINGTON Coley Worth & M 
Arth Rinke Capitol (13) Phil Regan 
Siate (13) Wally Rand Ted & Art Miller | Wesson Bros 
The Herzogs Sunnyside (15-16) PATERSON 
Melton Walter heefe rainia Avastin Majestic (1-16) 
Sasha | eonoft Warren, Evans & K 
(3 to fill) (lene Clayton 


Jintmy Hussen 


ALLENTOWN 
Paramount State (17-19) 
Roots & Saddles 
| Harry Savoy Co 3 Welles 
Sasha Leonoff 
BALTIMORE Selig & Singer 
NEW YORK CITY| Lindsay Dancers (13) PHILADELPHIA 
"ar oun 2) Gus Van » AIS 
Joes Adams Wally Boag (13) 
Cugat Choir Tony Canzoneri Arren & Broderick Fellows 
feean Murphy Dot Dellan’s Felines | Stubby Waye Wally West 
Lyn Shirley. MINNEAPOLIS Frank Wisse 
CHICAGO Orpheum (1S) ate 
Chiengo (13) Kave Bd ONeill Sis PROVIDENCE 
Jack Marshall Ben Beri Douglas Metropolit'n (14-16) 
ts Bros Rebert Sie & White | Bobby Henshaw Hlenry Busse 
tuvelys TOLEDO Ashlew & Ware Little Tough Guys 
Jos Merrill Paramount (14-16) (16-19) Rarbara Elaine 
MEAME Toiny Tucker Bd Hamilton Jerry Lewis 
(12) Virginia Weidler Beatrice SPRINGFIELD 
Tey Dorse Cy Reeves The Maxons Court Sq (13-46) 
BOSTON Mage & Kart 
| Beadford Hotel (13) | Edgar Kennedys 
Artie Dann Fantinos 
Bright toy Davis 
Maia & Hari Ben MeAtee 
' Ber-Mar toe 
CAMDEN WASHINGTON 
Towers (15) Howard (14) 
BOSTON Winter Sis rank & Peggy Cole} Louis Armstrong Or 
RKO (13) Roy Howard Zephyrs 


Vilma Middleton 

Pops & Lonie 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (14-16) 

Kay & Kay 

Reg Kelioe 
Marimba Cueens 
Bob Gentry 

Valentines 

Victory 3 


Gilli Sis 
White 
Wii on Bros 


Liberty (15-16) 
Tripp & ball 
Birdland 
Biten 
Sabin's Versonettes 
Mabel Todd 


Condos Bros 
Swifts 
(6y 
Pueorge White’s Co 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (11-13) 
2oone Ca, samboree | 
ROCHESTER 
Temple (14-16) 


Wallace Puppets 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


NEW YORK BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


| 


Hotel Belmont Max! Bergere Ore 


Clava Socasses Ore 
(Glass Hat) Latin Quarter 
Micke Ainert Ore Mavzone & Albott 
‘ ltave Apollon 
ty Waite Niel 
| Th Bilancharvds 
iNnath lee LANE | boa MeCGrane Orch 
Wone Tose Co Orch 
flotel Bilimore | ta Vie Parisienne 
AY Wa | Celeste Ilolm 
Ueatherton Ore} bavis 
fiotel Commodore | Sher trition 
Georgie Auld Cre | 
M Mc dernaires | 
Dixte Ken 
Al Trace Walte 
flotel Edison Beatrice Fung Oye 
Art Kassel Ore Lou Martin Ove 
Hotel Essex touse Monte Carle 
Niek D'Amico Ore Dic Gasparre Ore 
flotel Lexington Viayne slume 
l.ani McIntire Ore Italph Rotgers Bd 
sila Delores Del Carmen 
Mokibana Old 
Al MicIntire Rtaloh Fielder 
Harold Alama Hharriet 
Hotel Vera 
Count Hasie Ore \lurra ile 
flotel MeAtpin Sadie Bantis 
Gindys Tell doe Laborte Ore 
Ernest Inamory Paris Oui Chante 
Correa Ore Tilda 
tote) New Yorker | Maurice 
Jerry Wald Ore June 
Hotel Park Centras) 
Hob Chester Gre Asken 
G & G Bernard 
Motel Penasstvanta Queen Mary 


Grecia 


Frankie Carle Ore Naya 


‘astaine & tarry 
ates Vierre Castaine & 
anni Guy Martin Girls 
’at Clasion 
Mave & Ilarger Pat 
lorrest Coodenough Irving Conn Ore 
Crawford Peter Rotunda Ba 


Rogers Corner 
Kobblers 
Marre Lefcourt Ore 
Panaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 


Stanley Melba Ore 
Mitehell 
Ulazs 


Hannon 


{Korn 


Celeste 


Harold Cireen 
Andree & Konnie 
Mark Monte Ore loss Mactean 
Bob Grant Ore Phil 


Merrymakers 
Sig Secehotb Ore 


Hote! Reosevell 


Hotel Savoy Plaza ore 
Ore Court nev 
Joseph Marvin Ore Irwin Corey 


Herman Chittison 3 


fHlotel Sheraton Satine 


Ss 
Milt. Herth Sammy's 
tetty Westmore Bowery Gay 90's 
Hotel St. Moritz | 
Dolores De} Carmen | t 
ton Perry Ore Spivy’s Koo 

Spiva 

Hoicl St, Regis : 
Fréddy Miller Ore \ vlter Liberace 
Theodora Hrooks Fred 
Tann Gardner Stork 
Simone Ore Nuss Smith Orch 


Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Tony's Trouville 


Jones Orc 


Hotel Taft 


Evan 


CINCINNATI Johnny Long Ore Morey Amsterdam WORCESTER 
Palace (13) 3 Hearts HARTFORD Plymouth (9-12) 
George Wiiite’s Co Max & Gang State (17-19) Mage & Kari 
(6) Terry & Ralph Ria Ten Bu (re Kdgar Kennedy 
Calloway Ore SAN FRANCISCO Little Tourh Guys Valentines ‘ 
32 Chocelateers Gelden Gate (12) Barbara Blaine Jerry Lewis 
Avis Audrews 4 Ink Spots (14-16) Harry Savoy 
Pytett Saulters Cootie Williams Ore Andrews Si Billetia Girls 
Cab Jivers Killa FitzGeraid Miteh Ayres Ore Tom Barry 
CLEVELAND Eddie Vinson 
Albee (18) Ralph Brown 
Mariha Raye Co Moke & Voke 
Cabaret Bills 
| NEW YORK CITY 
NEW YORK CITY GG) Aquarium Rest, Jimmy Harkins 8 
Strand (t4) Lionel Wampten Ore | Gloria Marker Ore Danny Yates Ore 
Ted Lewis Ore The Nightingales Barker Quartet Casino Busse 
ouway & Parks Nugie Bond 3 Nina Tarasov: 
Ted Lewis Ore UTICA Cadinus 
Keeney (17-19) fohnny Long Ore trmando's 
Johnny Long Ore Terry & Ralvh Rio Ann leancine <1. eralle Ballet 
Terry & Ralph Rio Hearts Bal Vabarin Vladimir Lazarev 
3 Hearis WASHINGTON Roy Douglas C. Codoiban Ore 
PHILADELPHIA Karlie (14) S Montinartrn Gls Cerutti's 
Farle (14) Puul Reimos Acorn & Simmons Tom Morro 
Les frown Gali-Gali Jack Rarrie Kiddie Sieelea 
(7) Roxveties Lou ttarold Ore Toni 
oe } Bus e Ore Kileen Irvank Warren Ore Maxine Jolinson 
PITTSBURGH Paul Remos Laura Wilson 
Stantey (14) Hileen Ritter Vineent Pierce Now ean 
Charlie Spivak Ore |*Gale®Gal Sall ( ode n Noel 
Thay > atso Marco 
lish Raxvettes May Gifford Eda 
Carlton Emmy Beity Jane Smith Loretta Lane 
‘ Andrews O 
ctor Club 51 
Baker Frankie tivers 
George Morris Ore Pat Harrington 
Southern Yon syivio Ore ‘Prof Adducie 
hoberto Ore Hilda Taylor 
ill’s Cay 90's Marco 
; Mthe! Gilvert Peggy O'Neill 
man ly Marie McCall 
ALABAMA | Youth & Reauiy Ca | Cua Rosof Marcia Keni 
Birmingham Salisbury | Her Crauer Barbara Duane 
Pantage (14-16) State (13) 
Follies d@'Armom Youth & Reauty Co} 
artio 3-16) ‘arolina (13-15) | 
Giay Gordon Ori Nighis | 7 
fordon Trower! WALTER NILSSON 
Eyrie (18-15) Anderson | LATIN QUARTER 
Red, Hot & Lovely Criterion (12) | 
selma | Tropical Nights NEW YORK 
Moadjeska (13-15) Columbia 
of the Town | Carolina (10-11) Mst.: EDDIE SMITE 
Columbus Pothes Arniour | 
(13-15) Greeny ille 
Eye irs 1944 | Center (11-1?) 
nvannah i Talk of the { tta lard | 
Bijou (12-14) Riva | Ros 
anton DeWolfe Co Spartanburg Charles Strickland stearns 
NO. CAROLINA Mate | 
Asheville | Palk o e To | Bill Kel Copacalans 
Viaza (15-16) VIRGINIA Gay 90's Quart Sophie Tucker 
fro Valler Show | Roanoke Blue io" fed Shapiro 
Charlotte | Roanoke (1) Robert Crum Mildred Law 
Broadway (14-15) Youth & Beauty Co] The Bernards Joel Herron Ore 
| Evelyn Knigh Frank Marti Ove 
Nora Steridan Coa Reuse 
|} Witis Larkins Trio Kathleen Kova 
} Stuar ltos Dick Wilson Orch 
n epen ent | Vendletan B Bizony Wnemble 
| Cafe Society Diamond Plorseshoe 
(Uptown) Bob tal} 
Hazel Scott Vivien Fay 
NEW YORK CITY) Harmonica Gis Jiminy &: Victoria Kane 
Music Hall (13) Mack & Desivond Mildred Ross Sis 
Viarrison & Fisher Ren McAtee Kennet Keith 
Grace Panvini Crotona (14) Riugene 3 Syvivia Barre 
Janice Ciofi Saniuny Birch Teddy Wilson Ore Hlarry Meelian 
Geo Young tatie & Tutt Cafe Sooely James Allison 
Roxy (13) Lou Fitzgibbons (Downtown) Four Rose Buds 
Harry Richman Rolland & Zable Pear! rimus Will Quentmever 
De Marcos Carletons Mary Louw Williams] Rosalie Grant 
Apollon Davy Cari Jesh White Tommy Tucker Ore 
Gaudsmith Bros racis Mariin Virginia Mone Jose Morand Ore 
Academy (10-12) (t te fille Eddis tleysood Ore Hotel Astor 
Sasha Leonoft LONG ISLAND Casbah Diek Kulin Ore 
Ben Dova Sandra Kiraly Jose Morand Ore 


Vincent lT.opez Ore 

Hotel Waldorf-A Cy Walter 
Russell Swann Rita Molina 
Alex Giraldo 
Dane & Talia Ilarry Le Roy 
leo Reisman Ore 
Mischa Rorr Ore bavi 

CUbangt Club 


Jeterson 


FEllingten Ore 


Wint Johnsen cha Drew 
Hlitely Versailles 
i(*roshy Sis Carl Brisse 
moat 
ih Alibins 


Sinatra Ore 


Terns don | 
Burton Bires Machito Bal 
Jimmy Kelly's 4 ane 
Glenda Dough 
Village Barn 
Jo Aun Collier Zev Carver 
John Rockwood Dick Thomas 
Iturke 2 Red NRiver Dave 
Terry Spike tistelle Loring 
Rence Tiny Clark 
Mildred Truce Cerri Gale 
Romero & Trosita Pop Brownlee’s IT 
Carter & Ross Village Vanguard 
Lorna Rhode Ribinny Tenes 


Ginger TDulo 
Gwen Tyne 
Ledbetter 
Wivel 
Rob Lee 
Carmen Montora 
Tommy Harden 
Mile. Tfildeen 
Gertrude Trild 
The Paulens 


| joe Capello Ore 

Kelly’s Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 
Patterson 
tilly Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 

La Conga 


HWndpie 


Tedd Walters Warry orton Ore 
Vicetovia Cordova Zanzibar 
Hiarris, Claire & § Fthel Waters 


Servanda Thiaz 
Machito Rhumba Rd 
ta Martinique 


Maurice Rocco 
Son & Sonny 
Peppers 


Garrett Harold Nicholas 
Mark Plant Tons & Wilda 
Morey Amsterdam Sali Lewis Orch 
Vanchon Peewee Marauette 
Jimmy Rernes Hal Thomas Bd 


(ontinued from page 3 


Maver, his father-in-law, was also 
taking the matter up with Wallis. 
Wallis is scheduled to arrive in 
New York from the Coast on Friday 
(14). 
Wallis, UA Execs East 
Hollywood, April 11. 
| Hal Wallis heads for New York 
| today (11). where he will meet his 
attorney, Loyd Wright, who pre- 
| ceded him eastward last Friday. 
Wallis will confer with Wright on 
| various proposals he received to join 


major companies and several offers 
to affiliate with indie outfits. Also 
' up for discussion will be the estab- 


lishment of a company to release 


| through United Artists, with its own 
=e | financing. 


While east. Wallis will see current 
N. Y. plays and will discuss financ- 
ing with banking interests, in the 
event he goes through with plan of 
producing on his own. 

No definite plans for the future 
have been shaped by Wallis, with 
possibility+decision will be reached 
during talks with Wright, Gradwell 
Sears, Ed Raftery. and Carl Leser- 
man of United Artists, who have 
been here several weeks. 

UA group heads east Friday (14) 
and will be on hand in N. Y. should 
Wallis want any further enlighten- 
ment on U. A. deal. 


Art Paulson’s band relieving 
Frankie Carle’s at the Penitsylvania 
hotel, N. Y., while Carle broadcasts 


for Old Gold. 


New Acts 


CANADA LEE 
Songs-comedy 
8 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Canada Lee is more at home in the 
drama purlieus than in vaudeville, 
where his gifts and range are more 
or less limited. 

His vaude repertoire includes some 
mild exchange banter with Happy 
Felton but he’s at his best in a dra- 
matic monolog incorporated in “This 
Is Worth Fighting For,” in which his 
force and obvious sincerity are 
given free rein, Bit is a strong plea 
for democracy, and is reminiscent of 
at least one speech in “Native Son,” 
in which play Lee was starred. 

Lee has undoubted audience appeal 
and both his entrance and exit were 
well accorded, He requires more 
suitable material, however. 


KIM 

Magician 

8 Mins. 

Hotel Belmont-Plaza, N. Y. 


Chinese prestidigitator is well up 
on his legerdemain. Working with 
smoothness and despatch, Kim reels 
off his divers sleight-of-hand tricks 
with deceptive skill. Opening rope 
stunt, however, is weakish and could 
be discarded for stronger fare. 


Otherwise, act is strong right 
down the line and builds to a 
banguy climax. Kim's pretty 
Chinese assistant is a visual aid. 

Jona. 
PETER CHAN 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Hote! Belmont-Plaza, N. Y. 


Peter Chan is a fair singer with 
a propensity for dated jokes between 


numbers. Formerly in the cast of 
“Hellazapoppin,” he mixes in an ac- 
cordion solo to augment his act, 
which is overlong and could be 
scissored to advantage. 


Vocal of “Paper Doll” 
dialect carries a novelty 
remainder of 
well chosen. 


ity impact but 
repertoire is not too 
Jona, 


THE HERZOGS 
Trapezists 
12 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 

Troupe of five girls, one working 
as an audience plant. utilizes three 
traps in going through their paces. 


Girls are attractive and adept at 
handling the bars, specializing in 


twirls and wide trajectories. Comedy 
relief is injected by plant, 
contretemps on the swing color a 
skillful performance. 

Act is absorbing 


and fast-paced 
throughout. 


MEI LINGS 
Dancers 
7 Mins, 
Hotel Belmont-Plaza, N. Y. 

Facile Chinese dancers are an at- 
tractive and dexterous team. Form- 
erly featured at “The Midnight Sun,” 


San Francisco, pair interpolates 
well-diversified numbers in current 
routine, running the gamut from 


straight ballroomology to the jitter- 
bug conceit. 

Favorable audience . reaction at 
outset to dancers’ youthful appear- 
ance and all-round terp skill. 


Jona. 
BEATRICE FUNG OYE 
Songs 


| 5 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Svelte, stunningly costumed and 
with plenty of s.a.. this comely Chi- 
nese songstress goes over effectively 
with but two numbers. “Let's Fall in 
Love” and “Shoo Shoo Baby.” 

With a good voice added to her 
other attributes, gal should capital- 
ize on her exotic appearance via bal- 
lads and torchers. 


WALTER JOHN 
Songs 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Possessing good looks, winning 
manner and a robust voice. this bari- 
tone seems surefire for the bistros. 
With a powerful voice that needs 
some modulation, he sings a medley 
of tunes from “Porgy and Bess.” and 
Cole Porter's latest. “I Love You.” 
Garnered substantial applause. 


| Besides his specialty he paces the 
entire show until the star. Eddie Da- 
vis’ advent. 

| WONG SISTERS 

| Dancers 


4 Mins. 
Hotel Belmont-Plaza, N. Y. 

Femme dance team accounts for 
agile hoofology, doubling between 
solo work and teaming up with the 
chorus. 

_Get by nicely in routine special- 
ties, showing a propensity for torrid 
stepping. Jona, 
BLAIR and DEAN 

Ballroom Dancers 

7 Mins. 

State, N.Y. 

Attractively-garbed ballroom 
dancers employ polished routine of 
mixed tempos, alternating their spins 
and twirls to good advantage, though 
gyrations are not too far afield from 
standard steps. 

They go over well. 


in Chinese | 


MILA ROSILLIANO 
Dancing, Songs 
10 Mins. 


Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh 


Mila Rasilliano used to be half 
the Rosillianos, crack ballroom team 
specializing in folk dances of their 
native country, Poland. Since then 


of 


her hubsand and partner has gone 
into the Army, and is now overseas 
somewhere in England, and she’s 


doing a single. 

The Polish 
striking red-head with a lot on the 
ball and she’s added a little vocaliz. 
ing to her repertoire. Has a \ arm 
lush voice that’s high-lighted by her 
accent, which is just right for those 
Gypsy numbers she wisely concen- 
trates on, but it’s in her dancing that 
Miss Rosilliano excels. She's doing 
virtually the same numbers, like the 
mazurka and polka, she did with her 
partner and makes them look good 
Has a lot of fire and s.a., and should 
find the duration profitable. Grace 
and polish she had as a partner 
hasn't quite come around yet as a 
si:gle, but it should. Over big here, 

Cohen, 


WINN TWINS 
Comedy 
4 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Male comedy team, a midget with 
a huge partner, garner few laughs. 
There is the inevitable “Mr. 5 x 5,” 
sung by the obese member of the 
duo, and a play on their different 


statures, but the entire thing never 
seems to come off. 


ENNETH BUFFETT 
ancer 

4 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 


Young .hoofer, despite apparent 
nervousness, puts over his dante 
routines in polished fashion. Com- 


bining ballet with his terping. he is 
a good bet for theatres. Clicks sol- 
idly and had to beg off. 


THREE LITTLE SISTERS 


Acrobatics 
|6 Mins. 
| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Femmes are a talented and accom- 
plished acrobatic trio. Their tum- 
bling, balancing and difficult jumps 


whose | are executed with ease and precision, 


jeven though the floor space seems 
too restricted for their routines. 


With better costuming would be OK 
for vauderies and niteries. 


Unit Review 


Tars and Spars 
Palm Beach, March 29. 


United States Coast Guard presentation of 


revue in two acts. Staged by Max Lieb- 
man. Features Victor Mature, CUM. Book 
and Ivries, toward Dietz; songs, Lt. Vere 
non Duke; settings, Alajalov; choreogras 
phy, Theodore Gulde; costumes designed by 
ida Goldberg; Coast Guard Invaders Orch. 
conducted by Ben Tlarrod, Spat band 
directed by (jg) Martha M. Reddick, 
music arranged and conducted by Clare 
Grundinan Principals, Arline Pierce, 
Rill Skipper, Lorraine Whitney, Melba Mar- 
tindale, Sidney Caesar, Theedore Chulde, 
Gloria Tiekell, Kdwin Clay Dassori, Benny 
Taffee, Robert) Fallow Charles Hoge, 
loves Kennedy, Gower Champion, Coralee 
Burson, Jeamye Freed, Mare Ballero, Harry 
Blumenthal, Marjorie Parker, Spar rie, 


Tom Dowling, Peta Cilsdke; opencad at ile 
Paramount, Palin Beach, March 2 $4. 


Assayed as a musical production 


in terms of such service giants as 
“This Js the Army” and “Winged 
Victory,’ “Tars and Spars’ rates 
highly, although not as auspicious 


as its aforementioned predecessors. 


But then, again, what strictly pre- 
fessional shows can rate with the 
above. 


In its premiere stand before an eX- 
tended tour, unit impressed as 4 


polished, smooth production despite 
its abbreviated three-week rehearsal. 
Show has youthful appeal and an 


over-all dramatic approach inherent 


in a production made up of youns 
men and women serving in tne 
armed forces. 

Presented by the U. S. Coast 


Guard as a complement to ils — 
rent recruiting campaign for me 
Coast Guard Women’s Reserve, show 


features attractive girls, talented 
singers and dancers and _ first-rate 


music, comedy and dancing. The pre 
touch is there on music—it's by How- 
ard Dietz and Lt. Vernon Duke. \ ho 
happens to be a member of the Coast 
Guard. 

Majority of the cast, by far. has 
been culled from the ranks of the 
simonpures. The sparse number of 
former professional players includes 
Victor Mature. former Broadway 
and Hollywood hunk o’ man; Edwin 
Clay (formerly in “Oklahoma }, 
Harry Blumenthal, harmonicaist. 
Gower Champion, of the crack 
Gower and Jeanne ballroom team. 

Howard Dietz’s book and_ lyrics 
rate kudos, as do Max Liebman for 
his outstanding direction ana |»; 
Vernon Duke for his rousing musica: 
score. Laur. 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 87 


See Theatre-Building Slowdown, 
Takeovers By Shuberts 


Activity in the sale and purchase + 


of theatrical properties in the gen- 
eral Broadway district during recent 
months is predicated upon continued 
strong show patronage, increased 
production activity and the virtual 
certainty that there will be no new 
legit houses built for years to come. 
Jam in booking new musicals at least 
partly accounts for the acquisition of 
the Century (Jolson’s) and Adelphi. 
Both houses, which are outside the 
theatre district proper, are now in 
the hands of the ‘Shuberts, who are 
reported having spent around $100,- 
000 in fixing up the Century. 

It is figurea as one of the most 
profitable seasons for the Shubert 
managerial firm in more than a dec- 
ade. They not only have been get- 
ting big money from hits parked in 
their Broadway theatres, but the 
road profits reaped by ancient oper- 
ettas such as “Blossom Time” and 
“The Student Prince” are fantastic. 


While both of latter houses men- 
tioned can be operated successfully, 
although both were practically dead 
for more than 10 years, both appear 
to be limited as regards the number 
of weeks per year in which it is feas- 
ible to present stage shows. Neither 
has cooling systems, and because of 
war priorities such equipment is un- 
obtainable, so whether either can 
can keep lighted during summerr is 
questionable. 


With the advent of air conditioning 
and cooling apparatus, the limitation 
of seasons on Broadway to eight or 
nine months became-a thing of the 
past. Up to the time that the U. S. 
entered the war, legiters were stead- 
ily being equipped for the summer 
period, only a few not being so mod- 
emized. Bank-owned houses are in- 
cluded among those with cooling 
systems, it not beimg anticipated that 
there would be lively trading in the- 
atrical realty fer an indefinite period. 
The Century and Adelphi were dis- 
regarded in that respect, there being 
small likelihood that such spots 
would be in use for major attrac- 
tions. 

An idea of how both houses are 
handicapped so far as summer opera- 
tion is concerned was made clear 
upon the premiere at the Century of 
“Follow the Girls,” Saturday (8). It 
was the first fairly warm evening of 
the spring and many first-nighters 
felt it soon after the performance 
started, while the actors dripped 
with perspiration. A clause in the 
booking contract for “Girls” calls for 
its removal to an air-conditioned the- 
atre by the Shuberts when the show 
management serves notice, if such a 
theatre becomes available. Presumed 
that similar provision has been made 
for “Allah Be Praised,” first major 
musical to try the- Adelphi since just 
after it was built. That house didn't 
do too well with WPA shows. 

One theatre slated to be reclaimed 
from its annual summer shutdown is 
the 44th Street, currently housing 


“Winged Victory.” “Dream With 
Music,” originally mentioned for an- 
other spot, has been booked there} 
following finale of “Victory” late 
next month. Claimed that conver- 
sion of theatre’s heating ducts, SO | 
air can be used instead, has 
That idea was tried years 
@g0, results hardly being comparable | 
with modern cooling systems. Be- | 
cause the house could not be cooled 
“Rosalinda” moved from there to the 
Imperial last summer. 


that iced 


Started, 


Pittsburgh Well Booked 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 

Looks like one of the latest legit 
s€asons in years around here. Nixon 
already has attractions enough to 
carry it well into June and may run 
through that month, which will give 
house better than 40 weeks for first 
time in couple of decades. 

House ~ currently has 
Magic show and follows it with 
“Junior Miss,” “Good Night, Ladies” 
for two weeks, Guy Kibbee in “The 

Id Soak” and Jay C. Flippen’s 
vaude revue, “Slap Happy.” Ethel 
Barrymore returns in “The Corn Is 
Green” on May 22 and Katharine 
Cornell's “Lovers and Friends” is 
due June 5. Possibility that ‘‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose” will come in after that, 


for the third time in a year, for a 
run, 


HARTFORD SETS STOCK 


Hartford, April 11. 
Eight weeks of semi-professional 
Summer stock is contemplated at 
Bushnell Memorial, opening late this 


la certain 


month or first week in May. 


‘Gypsy Baron’ Version 

To Debut St. L. Season 
St. Louis, April 11. 

The American preem of “The 
Open Road,” an adaptation of 
Johann Strauss’ “Gypsy Baron,” will 
tee off the 26th season of the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn., which spon- 


sors al fresco entertainment in the 
Forest Park theatre. 


Piece will run from June 1 to June 
11. Milton Lazarus and Ann Rone!! 
have adapted for local showing, and 
additional songs have been intro- 
duced into the adaptation of Miss 
Ronell, 


LOLOTOW DISCONTINUES 
HIS THEATRICAL GUIDE 


“Advance Theatrical Guide,” 
mimeographed information on cur- 
rent Broadway shows and those to 
come, which has been in use gen- 
erally along Broadway and in news- 
paper drama departments for the 


past 20 years, has suddenly sus- 
pended. The guide was compiled by 
Sam Zolotow, drama reporter for 
the N. Y. Times, who, instead of 
“publishing” this week’s issue, ab- 
ruptly announced its ‘‘valedictory.” 

Guide was regarded as a con- 
venience and of considerable value 
to showmen, in addition to supply- 
ing data as to producers, authors of 
shows, their casts and press agents, 
with accompanying te'ephone num- 
bers and dates of tryouts. Also set 
forth for the past two years or more 
were the names of backers, in cases 
of limited partnerships. 

Zolotow threatened to quit the 
Times last summer, but in the fail 
he was given a byline. He left the 
paper's office late last week for a 
vacation, but associates were not 
certain whether he will return. In 
addition to show and newspaper 
people, the guide has been in de- 
mand by picture companies. There 
was a variable rate, film offices in 
the east being charged $50 annually, 
while managers, columnists and 
newspapers got the service for $30. 

Stated that Zolotow abandoned 
the guide which was quite profitable. 
because of the time it required, the 
stint, plus the Times job, keeping 
him away from home too frequently, 
thereby interfering with parental 
duties. He is the father of several 
children. Other sidelfies he was 
concerned with is a messenger serv- 
ice, and he’s also in on a Bronx 
motor car sales agency. 


Lupino Lane Musical 
Big Click in London 


London, April 11. 
“Meet Me _ Victoria,” musical 
starring Lupino Lane and Phyllis 
Robins, which came into the Vic- 


|toria Palace on April 9, looks like 
It’s a breezy, | 


winner. 

knockabout cgmedy with music. 
“Lilac Domino,” revived after 25 
as 


| years at His Majestys April 5, w 


generally well received. 


Current London Shows 


London, April 11. 
“Acacia Avenue,”~ Vaudeville. 
“Are De Triemphe;” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand. 
All Star Variety, Palladium. 
“Alice in Wonderland,” Scala. 
“Blithe Spirit,’’ Duchess. 
“Druid’s Rest,” St. Martin’s. 
“Dancing Years,” Adelphi. 
“G’nite Ladies,” Whitehall. 
“Ideal Husband,” Westminster. 
“It's Time to Dance,” Lyric. 
“Junior Miss,” Saville. 
“Lilae Domine,” Majestys. 
“Lisbon Story,” Hippodrome. 
“Love For Love,” Haymarket. 
“Love Racket,” Princes. 
“Meet Me, Victoria,” Vic Palace. 
“Mr. Bolfry,” Playhouse. 
“My Sister Eileen,” Savoy. 
“Old Chelsea,” Winier Garden. 
“One Room,” Apollo. 
“Panama Hattie,” Piccadilly. 
“Pink String,” Duke of York’s. 
“Shall No Night,” Aldwych. 
“Soldier Xmas,” Wyndham's. 
“Something Boys,” Coliseum. 
“Something in Air,” Palace. 
“Strike a New Note,” Wales. 
“Sweeter Lewer,” Ambassador. 
“10 Little Niggers,” C’bridge. 
“Uncle Harry,” Garrick. 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe. 


Slight Error 


Agents and managers union is 
still negotiating with producers 
and Broadway theatreowners 
over changes in the basic agree- 
ment. A point in dispute is 
iénure of employment for house 
managers, union seeking assur- 
ance of seasonal jobs. 

A union representative in- 
distinctly pronounced the word 
“tenure.” Theatre owner 
thought he said “10 years” and 
screamed an objection until the 
expression was clarified. 


Boston Theatre 
Furor on ‘Allah 


Boston, April 11. 

Plenty of grumbling here this 
week on house mixup. 

Trouble began when “Allah Be 
Praised!” couldn't hang onto the 
Shubert for a third week (while 
awaiting N. Y. clearance) because of 
prior theatre commitment to “Dream 
With Music” company, coming into 
rehearse and set up, and couldn't get 
Opera House because of Metropoli- 
tan Opera visit for week of 10th. 

Logical move was to Colonial, 
okayed by Shuberts. Colonial how- 
ever, housed “Sheppey” tryout. 
Alfred Bloomingdale, “Allah” pro- 
ducer, approached Jacques Cham- 
brun, producing Somerset Maugham 
play, and offered $2,500 for the 
house plus haulage to the Plymouth, 
$1,000 to advertise switch and other 
considerations. Chambrun turned it 
down, and, according to reports, was 
advised that no Shubert house would 
ever be available to him in the 
future. 

“Allah” then got the Piymouth, a 
1,400-seater but with a tiny stage 
and virtually no pit. A Passover 
show, meanwhile, was shifted into 
the Shubert to give “Allah” a chance 
to set up, which was accomplished 
by removing severai rows of front 


Variation Between 


Brokers, B.0.s 


On Collections of New Ticket Taxes 


John Murray Anderson | 
Will Stage O-J Musical 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Olsen and Johnson, currently tied 
up with two pictures at Universal, | 
signed John Murray Anderson to co- 
ordinate production on their forth- | 
coming stage production, ‘Jerks | 
Berserk,” slated to open on Broad- | 
way in the fall. 

Meanwhile, Olsen and Johnson | 
will film “See My Lawyer” as soon 
as they finish their current picture. 
“The Ghost Catchers.” 


‘JANIE’ TORONTO BIZ 


OUTSMARTS PEMBERTON 


Two showmen outsmarted them- | 
selves to the gratification of an out- 
of-town theatre manager, instance! 
concerning engagement of “Janie”) 
at the Royal Alexandra, Toronto.! 
where show closed Saturday (8) af-| 
ter establishing a four-week run 
record for the stand. Brock Pem- 
berton produced the comedy, orig- 
inal company having recently gone 
on tour, but there is another “Janie.” 
operated by Frank McCoy, with) 
Pemberton a percentage partner. 

Neither believed the play could) 
make money after playing Toronto 
for two weeks, but Ernest Pawley, 
the house’s manager, thought other- | 
wise. He assumed responsibility for | 
the third week, buying out McCoy | 
and Pemberton, whom he paid $500. | 
and when “Janie” grossed around | 
$9,500, a climb over the second week, 
Pawley won himself a neat $2.900. | 
It was agreed to play a fourth week, 
but McCoy and Pemberion took over | 
again and the show got almost as) 
much coin, the successful Canadian 
date being the talk of booking cir- 


| vance of performance. 
| stances allotments are four weeks 


Varied admission taxes are being 
levied on tickets to legit shows since 
the new 20% federal nick went into 
effect April 1, that being true even 
for hits which were sold out weeks, 
if net months, in advance, 


For tickets sold directly to pa- 
trons up to the first of the month, 
for future performances, the former 
10% applied, but the agencies took 
no chances last week and collected 
double that percentage stamping 
their tickets accordingly. Brokers 
pay theatres on that basis, wiih the 
result that it is necessary that treas- 
urers count the ticket boxes nightly. 
Heretofore the boxoffice needed only 
to count the hard wood, which rep- 
resents standing room admissions. 


Box offices with advance supplies 
of tickets are similarly stamping 
those on hand and collecting 20% 
on all sales. However, at any num- 
ber of performances in the coming 
months, part of the audiences will 
have paid the old tax while others 
were required to pay the new levy. 


| Since theatres are responsible to the 


Government for the tax, the nightly 
countup in boxoffices will be more 
meticulous than heretofore... Reason 
why so many agency-sold tickets are 
on the double-tax basis is explained 
by the fact that brokers get their 
allotments for limited periods in ad- 
In a few in- 


in advance, but usually the agencies 
do not get tickets for more than two 
weeks ahead and, in the case of 
“Oklahoma” (St. James), only 10 
days in advance, although the sale 
at the boxoffice extends far into 
summer. 

“Oklahoma” gives no agency al- 
lotments every fifth week, and while 
the brokers have not been outspoken 
in criticism of that policy, some 
managers regard the practice as in- 


seats. “Allah,” however, can’t use its| cles. 
regular sets involving turntables, 
and is running through the show 3 

with its first-act setup plus whatever Glenda Farrell Karns 
changes it can improvise for second 
act. 

Main trouble, however, is reduced San Francisco, April 11. 
take the switch forces, the house at} “School for Brides,” which will 
top scale being capable of only about | have Roscoe Karns and Glenda Far- 
$21,000, which just clears the claimed | Tell in the leading roles, will open in 
nut. Second main trouble, however, | San Francisco’s Geary theatre, April 
is bad feeling all around. Nobody,| 16, for break-in before going east. 
seemingly, is speaking to anybody at Rehearsals are now going on in 
the moment. Hollywood. 


Richard Rodgers was puzzled last week over a revort that there was 
backstage turmoil among “A Connecticut Yankee” chorines in Baltimore 
recently, girls being reported having demanded more coin, or else. Com- 
poser-manager, who produced the revived “Yankee,” points out that the 
ensemble people are getting $70 minimum, and that some are paid $80 
| weekly. It appears there was a squawk because the show’s people failed 
to get acceptable living quarters. 


Showman’s point about liberal pay was substantiated last week when a | 


‘UNION MAY STYMIE 


call for five dancers was issued to join the musical. Replacements were 
made within five minutes, new girls being attracted by the salaries. Reason 
for withdrawal of the girls who started with the show on tour is their 
desire to be near camps where their soldier-husbands are stationed. 
“Yankee” 


is costly to operate. In a recent stand the gross was quoted 


around $25,000, but the net profit was stated to be but $200. In another | 
engagement, where takings were fairly good, the loss was $2.500. Claimed 
that “Yankee” cannot net real coin, for if the gross reaches $40,000, which 


is likely when it plays Chicago, the profit still will not be sizable, because 


royalties increase at that level. Musical’s gross jumped away up in Wash- 
| ington last week. 


| Harry and William Brandt, who have vurchased a number of 42nd 
| street, N. Y., theatres, are reported having also acquired the Lyric, which, 
| like all houses on the same block was used for grind pictures. 


Lyric was formerly a legit house as were the others. It’s planned to book 
shows there again after reconditioning the house. Idea is to have the 
entrance on 43rd street in that event, with the 42nd street lobby converted 
into a store. 


Mrs. Mina Curtiss, daughter of the late Louis Kirstein, Boston phil- 
| anthropist, is editing a flock of unusual letters from men at the fighting 
fronts. Among them are several from Meyer Davis, Jr., reported missing 
j in action some time ago. 

Mrs. Curtiss was formerly on Orson Welles’ 
on OWI overseas radio scripts. 
by Little, Brown & Co. 


script staff, also doing work 
Tome of the letters is to bé published 


' Although John Barton has been playing Jeeter Lester in “Tobacco Road” for 
several seasons, including even a stretch on Broadway last winter, he signed 
his first run-of-the-play contract only a short time ago. Pittsburgh col- 
-umnist, when Barton told him, remarked that would probably keep the 
veteran actor busy until 1962 at least. Few months back, Barton quit 
“Road” and Charles (“Slim”) Timblin replaced him for a few days. Barton 
returned shortly, admitting he missed his “second home,” and the contract 
followed shortly thereafter. 


Walter Drey, who was interested in several legiters this season, plans 


to produce “To Kill a Cat,” English meller, tried out at the Barbizon-Plaza | 
He’s held options on five other plays, those pro- | 
duction possibilities being “Emily Brady,” “A Girl’s Best Friend,” “White | 


hotel, N. Y., last year. 
| Doom,” “Good Morning Corporal” and “Overboard for Juliet.” Edith 
| Gordon, his wife, has given up activity as a play broker, having become 
interested in television. 


equitable. It has been suggested that 
in fairness to the agencies that the 
withholding idea could be equalized 
by allotting all tickets, except for 


In Play Due for B’way | the gallery, should be allotted to 


agencies for every week they are 
denied any tickets at all. Theatre 
Guild, which produced the show and 
started the holdout plan, may con- 
sider the equalization proposal. 
“The Voice of the Turtle” (Mo- 
|rosco), another show selling out at 
| all performances, has disposed of all 
direct-sale tickets up to June 24, 
when it suspends for the summer, 
but the boxoffice still has its agency 
allotments for late this month. and 
thereafter. All such tickets will nat- 
urally be accompanied by the new 
tax. All “Turtle” tickets are printed 
with only 10% added, but new sets 
ordered for next season will have 
the correct amount. Scale for the 
three-person show was $3.85 top but 


is automatically increased to $4.20. 


| Boxoffice will shortly put on sale 


12 weeks’ tickets starting Aug. 28, 
when the show resumes. 


GENIUS, INC., PLAYS 


Genius. Inc., a band of young play- 
ers who have been haunting mana- 
gerial offices for seasons, pians to 


appear in two Norman Corwin play- 
lets for the purpose of showing their 
tuff to producers and agents at 
Times Hall (formerly the Little the- 
atre) on April 22, but the idea may 
be stymied because of union trouble. 

Leo Shull, who represents the as- 
advised Equity that 
nion requirements would be met, 
Equity deciding that the onetime 


talent, 


owing was okay as far as it was 
concerned, since it might result in 
come of the youngsters getting stage 
iobs Also discerned that out of 19 
people in the cast only three were, 
or had been members of Equity and 
two of them were not in good stande- 
ing for failure to pay dues. 
Shull claimed that the perform- 
ance got the green light from the 
| stagehands but that the union’s Solly 
| Pernick, a business agent, stated that 
was not true. Unless the stagehands 
give their okay the performance will 
not go on. 


MOFFATT TALKS COMEBACK 


Clinton Moffatt, Jr., is talking of a 
| return to legit-producing after an 
| absence of two decades, to sponsor 
“The Naughty °90s,” farce by Wil- 
liam Carruthers which he would 
launch in early summer. 

|  Moffatt’s last fling was as producer 
of “The Wooden Kimona,” at the 


Martin Beck, N. Y. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Follow the Girls Chicken Every Sunday 


Move Wolo te lu om Al hivward Gress produ nm three ae 
{ Julius J ant Philip 
vary M om ala i \ | if 
Mie ‘ok? rina Bea da te hi Mil \p 
Opened wt tn \ M Wf \u wn 
le ‘ ut a 
q? iw M Kay 
\ ‘ nia ‘ ‘ \ 
Seu init W ‘ 4 Was 
xi 

uM tiertrude, | Georke K ink M. Thon 

i's K Tee Davis 
Wait> Frank Grece In Chicken. Every Sunday,” the 
Felix Charrel Val Val | Epstein brothers’ comedy which 
| Bounced into the Henry Miller last 
fhe | Week under the Edward Gross pro- 


i duction banner, the Broadway sea- 
son has been belatedly enlivened by 
a hit laugh show. Although opening 
night opinion was mixed, “Chicken’s” 
| b.o. was evident long before the final 
curtain. Laugh show also shapes up 
as equally diverting for pix. 

Epstein comedy, adapted trom the 
Rosemary Taylor novel, inevitably 


New producer should do all right 
in a virtually new theatre, but the 
presenter, Dave Wolper, who op- 
erates the Hurricane, Broadway 
night spot, may as well look around 
for another house: the Century (the 
Jolson originally) is not equipped 
for summer operation. was 


clear to first nighters and actors. It bears comparison W ith You Cant 
Take It With You,” building to 


was that hot. 

At the premiere it appeared that 
“Follow the Girls’ was primarily a 
dance show. especially during the 
first part. Then the better numbers 
caine through, with the general im- 
pression that the performance is numerous unproductive — ventures 
about 50-50 between tunes and terp- | that always fall short of putting 
sichore. Top performers are from family on easy street. That's why 
nightclubs and radio, but have been! the spouse runs a boarding house. 
in musical comedy action before. Through three acts there's a steady 

Gertrude Niesen steps out in her | bombardment oi insane, though 
first starring appearance on Broad- | Sometimes unfunny, escapades by a 
way, her previous musical showing | motley, bizarre boarding house crew. 
being in a Shubert “Ziegfeld Follies” Tone of the comedy is paced by the 
(1936). when she replaced the late | OUtspoken bawdiness of an old pros- 


hilarious second-act curtain bedlam. 
Entire action centers in living room 
of Arizona boarding house in 1916 
which is run penny-pinching 


Lyda Roberti. and she fared well in; pector, with the fabulous. characters | 


London thereafter. One standout ditty ; running the gamut from a prudish, 
suny “You're Perf.” a lyric | Polite Bostonian to an_ inebriated 
inspired by Basic English, with! giantess of an ex-vaude_ trouper 
Jackie Gleason aiding, but Miss Nie-| With a yen for yodeling. 
sen’s .solo, double entendre, “I| brings into action a pixy dame with 
Wanna Get Married,” is her and the 
6how’s real clicker. 

Fiank Parker, the radio tenor, 
doesn’t go into real action until the 
second act, though he counts with 
one of the better songs. "Where You 
Are.” early in the show. After in- | 
termission Parker reprises that num- 
ber, and two others are rather close- 
lv bunched. “You Don't Dance” pro- | 
vides a lively interlude, especially 


her is 


room; a prim schoolmarm whose 
extra-curricula norcturnal affair 
piles up additional complications: a 
dame from Perth Amboy who lures 
anything in trousers, including In- 
dians, ete. 

The dialog is invariably funnier 
than the situations themselves, with 
most of the laugh lines arising from 
the primitive urge. There’s a con- 


in th Val-| siderable letdown in the third act, | 
ntino anc ‘othy 2ame-! ., 

ener which is punctuated by serio-dra- 


Girls” is one musical without 


ballet numbers, chorine 
stepping being long on the tapping 
side. but there 
Baronova, 


from the Ballet 


| remainder of the comedy, but on the 
whole “Chicken” punches out an 
abundancy of laughs. 

The large cast is uniformly tops, 
She Ik the | With Mary Philips and Rhys Wil- 
| liams in particular ably leading the 
three-ring circus. Diana Rivers, 
Jean Gillespie. Ann Thomas and 
Katherine Squire are among the 
others who stand out. 

Lester Vail rates a nod for a well- 
| balanced direction job, sparking the 
tempo of the comedy. Howard 
Bay's living-room setting, redundant 


is the beauteous Irina 
blonde Russian toe artist 
Russe. 
's love interest, playing opposite 
cel Baronova is one of the} 
show's principal assets, scoring with 
solo dance interludes. one in each 
act. The classy ballroom team of 
Jayne and Adam Di Gatano supplies | 
another punch in both sections. while 
Valentinotft does his hooting stuf® solo 
and with the ensemble steppers. 


spouse of easygoing, gay plunger into | 


1 24-hour monopoly on the one bath- | 


| matic climaxes out of step with the | 


there's a row about who's going to 
have the joint. 

They have a son, wed to a petu- 
lant lass who is rightfully sore be- 
cause her man gets mixed up with 
'an extra girl who wants coin and 
nearly gets some. Among the others 
is Madge, a former flame of Wally’s. 


Betty Blythe, the former film star, | 


'as Madge, starts out as if she would 
liven the show, but the part peters 
out fast. Michael Ames, as the err- 
ing son, and Yolanda Uzarte, the 
bride with a sort of Latin-American 
accent, don’t help much either 


[bee. 


Only the Heart 
rie n \ ores 


At Theatre inetion of 
t adocestur ‘ l're- 
In Mil Dunnock 
Julia Dorden | Anton 
i e Wells 


This five-character blay by Horton 
Foote called “Only the Heari.” fea- 
{turing June Walker, marks the so- 


journ of the American Actors The- | 


atre uptown from the more intimate, 
less professional surroundings of the 
Provincetown Playhouse on Mac- 
dougall street. where the play was 
originally introduced more than a 
vear ago. The Broadway preem of 
the aspiring outfit. however, was far 
from auspicious through no fault of 
the cast, which was collectively cap- 
able and turned in finished perform- 
ances, or Mary Hunters understand- 
ing direction. It hasn't much of a 
chance. 

The play vields neither action nor 
;entertainment and proves a com- 
| paratively static character develop- 
ment of an era detached in every 
! wav from current-day problems. It 
deals with a domineering woman 
| who has no place in life for cither 
| love or fun but is so cocksure of her 
values that she exercises power to 
| make both her husband and daueh- 
| ter conform to her will. even to the 
extent of sacrificing their happiness. 
It talks through three acts of un- 
eventful and uninspired plot. Play's 
| basic fault is its unreality. It is dif- 
ficult to conceive that even in the 
early 20s, daughters were as meek 
and obedient as portrayed by the 
character whieh the author has 
evolved. Even when posed against 


mother, the small-town Texas 
gal evokes neither sympathy nor un- 
derstanding. By the furthest stretch 
of the imagination, the playgoer can- 
not reconcile even so naive and shel- 
tered a product as Foote’s creation to 
being blind to the estrangement of 
her parents. 
to the realities of the ’20s: certainly 
it can’t hold water today when it 
|lacks even the redeeming feature of 
melodrama, suspense or a modicum 
of beauty. 

{ June Walker, as the mother and 
wife, plays the part with assurance 
'and determination, her controlled 
and unemotional voice hammering 
|}out her convictions and dogma with- 
out too much assist from her lines. 
| Remainder of the cast is effective in 
| deciphering weaker characters. They 
|ineclude Mildred Dunnock. as_ the 
aunt: Eleanor Anton, as the daugh- 
iter: Will Hare. as thequiet and awk- 


as the 


ward son-in-law, and Maurice Wells, | 


fas the father. Frederick Fox's cos- 
}tuming and single palor setting su- 
| perbly date a play that has no mean- 
ing. Rose. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Same Time Next Week”—Milton 
| Berle, Andrew Billings. 
| “A Highland Fling” 

George Abbott. 


“Hickory Stick”—Marjorie Ewing, | 


Mary Louise Elkins. 
“Helen Goes to Troy’’— 
Co. 
“Dream With 
Kollmar. 
“Pick-Up Girl’—Colligan, Bloom- 
| field. Kaplan (Michael Todd). 
| “The Old Soak” (road)—Frank 
McCoy. 
“Unele 
Pfeiffer. 


New Opera 


Music” — Richard 


Harry” (road) — Jules 


shew in she with Victorian atrocities, was bril-, 
of the comedy comes from Gleason, liantly executed. Rose. 
Buster West and Tim Herbert work- ; i aa 
ing asatrio. Their main effort is as | Publie Relations 
burlesquey as any skit seen in years.! 
a roughhouse scene in which Lee 
Davis is the victim. Not much of a] Phiiip Mer 
guess that Eddie Davis cooked up} Frances Henidersor Michael] Ame® Fetty 
that interlud Miss Niesen, Gleason | Slag hed Childs Carpen- 
and Valentinoft figure in a park! 
be ch bit that is On the raw side, Martin, the care 
yut Pets ‘A Tree That} Sophie s ve Suzan Son 
Grows in Brooklyn.” with the trio} Nancy Mas Frances: Henderson 
and Miss Niesen, scores next to clos-! David Rob NSO! »- Bradford Hunt 
: ; Mr. Bartlett James 
a : Book carries a thread of plot, Maurice Maxw Michael At 
but varies so much that the per-j| Aniia sawv: Ann And 8 
formande is almost as much revue ag | Wallace Mexwell Me 
it is musical comedy. (Editor's note: | Dolores Maxwel 
Hal Block. unprogrammed. was | 
called in during the Boston date to} Hollis.. Virginia 
fix the book). Frank Hollis.... sd wae Mason Adan 
Principal scenes are a service- Bubbles es Se Lynett Brow! 
men’s canteen, the trophy room in a 
Great Neck. L. 1. estate. the Navy A mistake in the spring, but that 
park there (perhaps the best scen would apply no matter the season 
- and a flower garden in the There have been a few intelligible 
same locality. Howard Bay's set-| Plays about Hollywood, but not 
; ind the costuming by Lou | Many. and this one distinctly on 


throughout, and | the debit side and it’s a wonder why 
the effort was made, especially sinee 
a cOuple of names are involved. 
Certainly a tough season for Philip 
Merivale, who was around several 
months ago in “The Duke in Dark- 


‘atherine Littlefield has her ensem- 
bles in graceful action. It’s Eisele’s 
lebut as a Broadway costumer. 

West gets in solo comedy 


bits and so does Herbert, son of Her- 


man Timberg, both working hard. dreary period drama. Cur- 
Toni Gilman carries part of the plot. rently he appears as a worn-out film 
Appearing for the first time is Ger- | star, one Wallace Maxwell of the 


aldine Stroock, youngest daughter of silent days, back from Rio with an 


Jimmy. who makes costumes for | 18-year-old bride. Playing opposite 
musicals. his pretty kid giving an | him is Ann Andrews, as his former 
impression of Katherine Hepburn in| Wife. Known to the fans as Anita 


Ibee, | Sawyer. 


the canteen scene. 


‘Road’ Replacement 
Pittsburgh, April 11. 


New Pearl went into touring “To- 


more sides this season, but impres- 
| sion is that Miss Andrews shades all 
others with what seems to be a con- 
} tinuous stream of chatter, mostly 
| inane. i 


hara st waels She’ 

hack > Road net last week. She's locale is Beverly Hills, scene the 
Caroline ftevnolds, who took over | “White House.” so-called when Wal- 
with return of Luciel Richards to ly and Anita were big shots in the 
New York for spot in new play. studios She drew another mate, } 

Miss Reynolds is the six-week | coo put although divorced, they just 

| did other ividing the 
bride of Kirk Lucas, who has role | ¢ he 

om! ‘rty, ‘he 1e 
of Lov in® Road. . 


comes home with his dialectic bride, | 


Maybe there have been parts with | 


MARRIAGES 

Ruth Marsters to William Snyder, 
Chicago, April 4. Groom is orches- 
tra leader at Camellia House, Drake 
hotel. Chicago. ‘ 

Ruth Greenberg to Maurice Kurtz, 
New York, April 2. Groom, mechan- 
ical engineer with Allen B. DuMont 
Laboratories in Passaic, N. J., is son 
of William Kurtz. general manager 
of Riaito theatre, N. Y. 

Mitzi Mayfair to Charles Hender- 
son, Santa Barbara, Cal., April 8. 

' Bride is a film player: groom a vocal 
coach at 20th-Fox. 

Elizabeth Masters to Rodney Swift, 
Richfield Springs. N. Y., Anril 9. 
Groom is an announcer at WGY. 
Schenectady. 

Doris Lawson to Bartlett Lawlor, 
Rensselaer, N. Y., April 7. 
manager 
Catskill, N. Y. 

Helen Grey Carlson to 
Osk. New York, April 7. 
member Blue network 
staff, 


Richard 


publicity 


Comedy | 2S brusque and forceful a character | 


And it bears no relation | 


(resumes )— |} 


Groom is | 
of the Community theatre, | 


Groom is, 


OBITUARTES 


IRENE LEWISOHN 

Irene Lewisohn, founder and co- 
| director of Neighborhood Playhouse 
‘school of the theatre and president 
, of Museum of Costume Art, died in 
New York, April 4. Miss Lewisohn, 


Crowley, founded Neighborhood 
Playhouse on Grand st., N. Y. in 1915, 
Later this was taken over by the 
| Henry street Settlement 


| were interested through friendship 
| for Lillian D. Wald, its founder. The 
| sisters also contributed Echo Hill 
farm, 80-acre camp, now used to pro- 
vide vacations for underprivileged 
| children. 

| Among the 


plays 


with her sister, Mrs. Alice Lewisohn | 


House, a| 
philanthropic project in. which they 


which _ the | 


| Lewisohn sisters presented at Neigh- | 


borhood 
Hindu 


Playhouse were the old 
drama, “Little Clay Cart,” 


'“Grand St. Follies,” and some works 


of Dunsany, Galsworthy and James 
Joyce. They gave the Hebrew play 


ing productions. Miss Lewisohn was 
a niece of Adolph Lewisohn, who 
gave N. Y. its Lewisohn Stadium. 

Survived by two 
brother, 


PAT WEST 
Arthur Pat West, 55, veteran legit 
and film actor, died in Hollywood, 


sisters and a, 


“The Dybbuk” and Walt Whitman’s | 
“Salut Au Monde” as other outstand- 


| April. Had been in show biz for 30 
| years, 
| West entered vaude at an early | 


| 
j}age, appearing in numerous comedy | 


skits with his wife, Lucille, act being 
i billed as Arthur and Lucille West 
|He remained in vaude for 15 years 
j}and then became featured comic in 
| Broadway musicals, including 
}chon and Marco’s “Sunkist 
“Ziegfeld Follies” and 
went to England with the musical, 
i“Good News,” and upon his return, 
own unit, “Gobs of 


'toured in his 
Joy.” 

| Later West went to 
and appeared in 


Hollywood 


Bln Fond Memory of My Dear 
Friend 


ARTHUR DENVIR 


Who Died April 11, 1939 
JERRY VOGEL 


| 


|; weeks ago when illness forced him 
| to discontinue an assignment in “To 
| Have and Have Not” for Warner's. 
4. veteran of World War No. I and 
former post commander of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, he recruited show 
| talent to tour camps and 
to entertain service men. 
| Widow and two daughters survive 


hospitals 


FRED MITCHELL 

Fred Mitchell, 71, film booker for 
Loew theatres in N. Y. and vet of 
silent picture era, died April 4 in 
New York. He entered the film in- 
dustry as lecturer with a one-reel 
film on Dreyfuss case. 

With Marcus. Loew and David 
Bernstein he organized the Hu- 
manova Company in 1907. This 
group of actors talked the various 
parts in silent films behind a trans- 
parent screen, thus giving the public 
a reasonable facsimile of talking 
films to come. The idea did not 
catch on well, and Mitchell became 
manager of a state rights exchange. 
People’s Film Co.,, 
and Bernstein. In 1914 he became 
film booker for Loew’s N. Y. thea- 
tres, position which he held until 


owned by 


his death, 

Survived by widow and son, Fred 
Holland Mitchell, now in Navy. 
} MARIA BARD 
| Maria Bard, 43, stage and screen 
actress, died last week in Germany, 
according to word from London. She 
was wife of Werner Krauss, top 
classical actor of the German and 
Austrian stage for 25 years. 
Maria Bard's initial desire to go 
on stage was curbed by her mother. 
She did not go on the stage until 
1925, when her first husband died. 
She became well-known in 1928. 
| playing in the success “X Y Z” in 
Berlin, while in 1930 she was en- 
gaged for the State theatre in Berlin. 
She played in silent films under the 


l'an- | 
Revue,” | 
others. He| 


ims until a few | 


name as character actress jn 


é talking 
pictures, appearing in 


‘"Empero; of 


America” and Without a 
Name.” 
GEORGE C. FURNESS 
George C. Furness, 60, pioneer jn 


the broadcasting of commercial 


radio programs, died April i0 in 
|New York. He w into radio in 


1923 as supervisor of Eveready Hour 
poogram. It was the first svonsored 
broadcast to use a network, 

During these early days of radio 
Furness was prominent in n eetings 
of the broadcasters and go\ ernment 
officials designed i> clarify the con- 


fusion that existed carly in the in. 


dustry. Eveready Hour has been 
credited with introducing several 


ideas that became a permanent part 
of brozdeasting technique. 


! 


Survived by widow and daughter, 


IN MEMORIAM 
GABRIEL L. HESS 
APRIL 14, 1940 


who is Betty Furness, legit, screen 
and radio actress. 
IRA A. CHAPMAN 
Ira A. Chapman, 59, formerly 
identified with show business, fell to 
his death from roof of his apartment 


house in Bremerion, Washington, 
last week. 
Prior to entering realty field 


where he had been successful, Chap- 
man had been stage manager of 
Rialto theatre in that city. Prior to 
that he had been company manager 
for many legit frpm San 
Francisco to Australia. 


shows 


BERT C. E. SILVER 
Bert C. E. Silver, 83, 


pioneer 


Michigan showman for years operas 
tor of Silver Consolidated Shows, 
died April 5 in Greenville, Mich. 


Member of a show business 
family, Silver joined his father’s 
Swiss Beil Ringers at five. In 1904, 
he organized U. S. first motorized 
circus, and had two circuses on the 
road in 1916. Retired in 1937. 


MRS. THOMAS G. WINTER 
Mrs. Thomas G. Winter, 78. former 


| director of Studio and Public Serv- 


ice for Hays’ office on Coast, died 
April 5 in Pasadena. Illness torced 
her to resign her post in 1942 after 
13 vears. 

Mrs. Winter was president of the 
General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs from 1920 to 1924. 

GEORGE E. ERKMANN 

George C. Erkinann, 36, who had 
charge ot electrical statistics for 
Loew's circuit, died April 8 at Mal- 
verne, L. I. Erkmann had been 
nected with Loew's theatres for 23 
years, having come up from the 
ranks, 

Survived by 
and three brothers. 


mother 


Widow, 


FREDERICK MALCOLM 


Frederick Malcolm. 72, actor 1n 
many legit shows. died April 6 at 
Bedminster, N. J. He anveared th 

| Lionel Barrymore in “The Copper- 
head.” Malcolm once was ass0- 


Loew | 


ciated with Jed Harris and John 
Golden. 
Survived by his widow. 
Frank Frederick Miller, 77, show- 
man, died in Findlay, O., 
(Continued on page 3 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam E. Bro son, 
Hollywood, March 29 \fotl vas 
Jacqueline Wood of the fil 
now in service, was with 1c 
Motion Picture Arts and 


emy of 
| Sciences. 

Lt. and Mrs. Cversel, daughter, 
San Antonio, April 5. Mother 3s 


jrpame of Migo Bard, and made a! 


Bea Morin and), heard on 
KTSA: 

Mr. and Mrs. Doc Whipple. 50", 
March 29, N. Y. Father is radio or 
ganist and furnishes background 
musie for “Dayid Harum.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kenny, S01, 


(Joe 


March 5, N. Y. Father is composer, 
brother of Nick Kenny, radio 
columnist, N. Y. Daily Mirror. 


Mother is Joy Hathaway, radio ace 
tress. ° 

Mr. and Mrs. James Dempsey. 50"; 
March 21, Toledo. O. Father man- 
ages State theatre in that city 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lellman. 5 Qn 
April 3, Eau Claire, Wis. Father 4 
WJR announcer, Detroit. 
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Off to $9,100, Oklahoma’ SRO 306 


Chicago, April 1l.* 

Despite Holy Week and the first | 
gays of Passover, most attractions 
held to good figures. “Blossom Time” | 
reopened the Blackstone Sunday (2) 

to an advance sale of $25,000, and did 
estimated $15,000 the first week. 


Family’ OK $13,000, 


“abie’s Irish Rose” slid to $9,100 in Detroit, April 11. 

‘is third week, after having built the Despite Holy Week dip, “3 Is a 
week before, and “Tomorrow the} Family” held up to nearly $13.000 in 
World” was $1,000 off at the Sel- | nine performances lasi week at the 
wyn to hit $10,500. “Lady and the Cass at $2.75 top. It was followed 
Clown” called it a run, after two |Monday by “Something for the Boys.” 
weeks at the Civic, and departed |-foy two weeks and possibly a third. 


with $5,500. “Oklahoma” is 
se lout at the Erlanger. 

“Kiss and Tell” continues at $14.- 
500 at the Harris. Patricia Kirkland | 
leit the cast last night (10) to appear 
in F. Hugh Herbert's new play, to be 
produced by Gilbert Miller. She | 


still 
Dante with his “eee show, 
“Sim Sala Bim,’ came close to $10,- 
060 for final week to register approx- 
imately $40,000 for 
| stay. Show moved on to the Nixon, 
| Pittsburgh, with “Doughgirls” com- 
was by Lou Matt. baek to the Lafayette. This will 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Studebaker a uppage oy pop 
(24 week) (1,400; $3). Slid to $9,100. | © 
“Blossom Time,” Blackstone (tan | Wilson also relights Saturday with 
week) (1,200; $3.60). Opened big 
and has nice advance sale. $15,000. | 
“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (48th | Kirby 


eck) (1,000; $3). Staying around | 
ALLAH’ $24,000 IN 


by Bert Wheeler and with John 


and Cee Davidson orchs. 


$14.500. 
“Lady and the Clown,” Civic (2d) 


weel) €900; $3). Folded Saturday | ‘ 

(8) t) $5,500. | HUB. ‘SHEPPEY’ 76 
“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (21st week) | , 

(1,500; $4.20). Sellout, $30,000. Bosion, April 11. 
“Tomorrow the World.” Selwyn! Recovering rapidly frem the Holy 

(22d week) (1,000; $3). Dropped to) Week setback which found all stands 

$10.500. barely pushing along, the legit houses 


“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great) ore doing crisp biz this week headed 
Northern (20th week) (1,400; $3). by “Allah Be Praised,” which had to 
About $5,000. move into the Plymouth to finish up 
; 3 three- -week stand here. Met 

? Upera’s in town, 
YANKEE SMASH | weeks before curtain. “Decision” (2d 
| company ) returned: for run at the 
$24, 000 IN WASH. Copiey, so all houscs are lighted but 
*; the Shubert, in which “Dream With 
Washington, April 11. Music” is setting up for run _begin- 

Despite Holy Week. “Connecticut — April 17, New bookings include 
Yinkee” did smash biz at National |“ Lovers and Fr-ends (24), “Pick Up 
lest week. Gross for the nine per- | Girl (24) and “Stovepipe Hat 
fommences was estimated $24,000. 118). 

Musical played here under spon- | Estimates for Last Week — 
sership of the American Theatre So- | “Allah Be Praised,” Shubert (1,500; 
ciety. | $4.20). Holy Week biz off but 3$24.- 
| estimated is not bad, considering. 


,; Show now at Plymouth to finish. 
15G, Cincy ere'ty Parlor.” Wilbur (.- 
Cincinnati, April 11 300: $3). Sageged on Holy Week to 
“Good Night Ladies,” with Stuart tin.ted. Should rebound 


this week. 

“Sheppey,” Colonial (1,500: $3). 
Drew notices on opener (3). ind 
off week threw it out of running de- 
spite name value; $7,000 quoted. 


E-win and Skeets Gallagher, gressed | 
zepproximately $15,000 last week in} 
the 1.500-seat Cox at $3 top. 

House gets the American preem of 
“Rebeeca” the last half of this week. 
Leads are by Bramwell Fletcher, ' 
“lorence Reed and Diana Barrymore. 
Top is $3 


Kiss’ Fair $11,500, 
H’ wood; ‘Blackouts’ 156 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Legit biz continued steady locally. 


Legit Foliowup 


despite Easter and new admission 
taxes. Leaders are “Kiss and Tell, 
“YELLOW JACK” at Biltmore. whieh started second 


(44th St., New York) week yesterday (10), after taking 


Dante 106, Detroit 


Winding up his stay at the Lafa- | 


led a 


the four-week | 


Ear!) Carrol! opening a revue heacied | 


| 15); Paramount, 


_torium, Portland, 


too, and was sellout | 


(May | 


SEARCHING WIND’ SETS 
BALTO RECORD, $19, 009, 


Baltimore. April 11. 
Herman Shumilin’s production of 
Lillian Hellman’s “The Searching 


Wind” made a pre-Broadway visit to 
Ford’s here last week and first Holy 
Week attraction ever. nearly mount- 
tremendous $19,000, a new 
record for straignt-play openings in 
this town. 

“Junior Miss” is back again this 
week after a two-week stay earlier 
in the season to good response. 
Lengthy list of advance bookings in- 
aicating extended leg:t season here 
into the early summer. 


Current Read Shows 


(April 12-22) 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (1st 
Studebaker, Chicago (12-22). 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Me- 


Co. )— 


tropolitan, Seattle (12-15); Lyric, 
Vancouver, B. C. (17-22). 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” ‘(2d Co.)— 


Locust St., Philadelphia (12-22). 

“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (12-22). 

“Blithe Spirit” — 
Paul (12): Lyceum. Minneapolis ¢13- 
Toledo (17): Vic- 
tory, Davton (18-19); Cox, Cincin- 
nati (20-22). 

‘Blossom Time” (ist Co.) — Audi- 
Ore. +(12-15); Me- 
(16-22). 
Co.)—Black- 


tropolitan, Seattle 

“Blossom Time” (2d 
stone, Chicago 12-22). 

“Connecticut Yankee” 
Washineton (12-15); Celonial, 
ton (16-22). 

“Corn Is Green”—Academy, North- 
ampton, Mass. (12); Metropolitan, 
Providence (13); Memerial Audito- 
rium, Worcester (14); Bushnell Mem- 
orial Audi., Hartferd (15); National, 
Washington (17-22). 

“Decision” (2d Co.)\—Copley, 
ton (12-22). 

“Doughgirts” (2d Co.) — Shubert 
Lafavette, Detroit (12-22). / 

“Dream with Music” — Shubert, 
Boston 16-22). 

“Gay Nineties Revue"—War 
Auditorium, Columbus, Ohio 
(12); Armory Audi.. Akren (13): 
War Memorial Audi... Springfield 
(14); Municipal Audi., Charleston, W. 
Vo. (15): Taft Audi., Cincinnati +19): 
Murat, Indianapolis (20): Shrine 
Fort Wayne (21); Civic Audi., 
Toledo (22), 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertery— 
Shubert. New Haven (12-16): Lyric, 
Bridgcport (17-18): Court S@uare, 
Springfield, Mass. (19); Academy of 
Musie, Northampton (20); Memorial 
Audi., Worcester (21-22). 

“Geed Night, Ladies’— 
dianapolis (12-15): 
bus, Ohio (16-22). 

“Highland Fling”—Shubert, 


— National, 
Bos- 


Bos- 


Mem- 


Audi., 


English, In- 
Hartman, 


New 


Auditorium, St. | 


Colum- | 


Final Lenten Wk. Nips Bway Grosses; 


Final Lenten week took its toll of 
Broadway grosses. About five capa- 
| city shows were unaffected, and even 
fone o: two of that group got fewer 
standees. While the slump was gen- 
eral, declines were not as sharp as 
had been anticipated. Not only was 
the pre-Easter going a factor. but 
hotel occupancy dropped way 


Four shows arrived last week, two 
being likely successes while the 
other brace is doubtful. one being 


Those ‘Strange’ Figures 

New boxoffice top pr:ces are 
set forth herewith. 

The 20‘. admission taxes, ap- 
plied since the start of the 
month, accour ‘ for the “strange” 
figures. 


down, 


| hopeless. “Follow the Girls” 
like newest musical sure thing, al- 
though spotted in off-Brozdway 
house. “Chicken Every Sunday” 
drew mixed reviews but encourag- 
ing attendance. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Angel Street,” Golden (122d 
week) (D-789; $3.60). Eased off to 
around $8,000, lowest take for some 
time but profitable both ways at that 
| level for one-setter. 

“Arsenic and Ofd Lace,” Hudson 
(17Gth week) (Q@D-1.094: $3.60). Like 
most shows, figured to slip. and did, 
gross approximating $9.600. 

“But Not Geodbye,” 48th Street 
(C-909; $3.60). Presented by Jehn 
Gelden in association with Harry Joe 
Brown: written by George Seaton: 
opened last night (11); title changed 
from “Ill Be Seein’ You.” 

“Carmen Jones.” Broadway (198th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.80). Slipped sev- 
eral thousand for lowest take so far; 
rated around $33.000, but that’s more 
than plenty for this musical. 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Miller 
‘Ist week) (C-940; $3.60). Drew dis- 
tinctly mixed notices but new laugh 
shew did fairly well. getting around 
$9.000 in first five times plus a paid 
preview. 
| “Decisien,” 
week) «(D-1,105; 


(Revue), 


Ambassador (10th 
$3.60). Was among 


| the majority affected on the pre- 
|Easter slump but credited with 
around $10,000. 

“Early te Bed,” Broadhurst (43d 
week) (M-1,160; $4.80). Went off 
| plenty last week. when gross was 
| around $17.000; should come back, 
| before leaving next month. 
| “Bellew the Girls,” Century (M- 


| 1.713: $4.80). Had some 
| newest musical in big house. 


previews; 
spotted 


looks 


(Drama), 


~ Standouts Maintain Strong Business: 


Follow Girls’ a Hit, Can Get 406 


89th week: terminating with week of 
almost daily matinees: $25.000, but 
that figure will be much larger for 
current week. 

“The Doughgirls,” 
week) (C-997: $3.60). Went off fur- 
ither, as expected: with gross not 
;much under $14,000, long staver 
tucked away another profitable week. 

“The Searching Wind,” Fulton «D- 
948; $4.20). Presented by Herman 
Shumilin; written by Lillian Hellman: 
very well regarded out of town; 
opens tonight (12). 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” \lorosco 
(18th week) (D-995: $4.20). Among 
| those standouts not affected during 
| Holy Week because of advance sile: 
| quoted close to $22,000 agi in, 
| “Tomorrew the Werld.” Borrymore 
(52d week) (D- 1,064; $3.60). Dipped 


Lyceum ‘(67th 


ito lowest figure since opening: esti- 
{mated slightly under $10,000: an- 
fother show to celebrate year’s run 
mark, 
“Fhe Twe Mrs. Carrolls.”) Booth 
(36th week) (712: $3.60). Not much 
off here: dramatic hit has net varied 
since opening carly in 


| fall, but eased off to around $13.500, 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (48th 
| week) (C-1,168; $3.60). Somewhat off 
last week, when pace approximated 
$8,500; should come back. and sure to 


| materially 
| 


better year’s run. 
“Wallflower,” Cort (12th week) 
(D-1,064: $3.60). Has been doing 


fairly well, and expected to play into 
summer, but dropped with the field 
last week; $10,000, 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street (2]st 
week) (D-1.409; $4.80). Only very 
few tickets not sold last week. when 
gross quoted over $35,000; date ends 
May 20. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (53d 
week) (R-1,327; $4.80). Earned back 
its heavy investment some time ayo, 
and is sending profit checks monthly; 
estimated under $30,000 last week. 

REVIVALS 

“Merry Widew,” Miiestic ‘36th 
week) (Q-1.695: $3.60). Whether en- 
gagement of hit revival will go much 
beyend next month isn't certain: 
went off with field last week; $17,000 
estimated. 


“Othelle,” Shubert (25th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.60). Reported to Have 
| been little affected because of great 
advance sale, and was rated over 
| $22,000. 
| “Phe Cherry Orchard,” National 
(D-1,154; $3.60). Final and 12th 
week; did quite well for heavy 
| drama ef the kind: whether produc- 


tion eutlay was earned beck is Gues- 
| tionable; around $10,000 last week. 


‘ROSALINDA’ $24,000, 
‘MISS’ $8 200, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Apri! 1). 


| time since early Decembc: 


| posedly, 


| did well enough 


The traditionally-dull Holy Weck 
stretch successfully hurdled. Philly's 
legit setup finds four houses open 


and occupied this week for the first 


Relight- 


ing ef independently-ope-ated Er- 
langer «William Goldman) aecounts 
for quartet. 

Three shows opened list night, 
oniv ene of them a newcomer in 
Philly. That was Brock Pemberton’s 
“Janie,” which started a three-week 
run at the Walnut. Frlanver’s new 
tenant is “Porgy and Bess.” already 
een here several times, and now 
listed for an indefinite stay ‘likely 


i} three wecks at lezst) at $3 top. An- 


other repeat that bowed in !esi ni: 
(16) was “Arsenic and Old Lice, 
paying Philly its fourth and. sup- 
final visit. Bela Lugosi now 
siarred during two wee!:s’ booking at 
the Locust. 

Two shows that played Holy Week 
although naturally 
“Ros nda” 


feeling effects of sedson. 


|} careened off $24,000 in third conio at 


Forrest and 


“Junior Miss” cot £8200 


in third and last session at Lo: 


Kiss’ Neat $15,000 
In Ist St. Loo Week 


St. ong April 11 


Despite Hoiy Week, in this he:vilv 
populated Catholic communit Kiss 
and Tell,” starring Violet Heming 
and Walter Gilbert, did nice biz in 


first three weeks. longest run of cur- 


| rent season. 


First stanza wound up Saturday 


| (8) at the American and grossed es- 


| $3.05 
,; to speed up for 


The late Sidney Howara’s “Yellow | $11.500 first weck, and Blackouts of | Ha\ ne — <4). " |north of theatre zone, opened Satur- 
Jack” was effectively reprised jor! 1944” at El Capitan, garnering regu- Iec-Capades ef 1944" — Dallas ; day (8); drew excellent press; can 
oie performance last Thursday | lar $15,000 on week and Ar na. Dallas (12-14): Will Rogers | gross $40.000. 
miiinee (6) at the 44th street the- Same prespects this —, —— Coliscum, Ft. Werth (15-19). “Jaccbewsky and oe Colonel, 
xive by members of che “Winged; Hot.” at Mayan, Is - “Janie” (Ist Co.)—Walnut, Phila- Beck (4th week) (CD-1,214; $3.60). 
Victory” company, which is ithe life Gelphiz (12-22) One shows unaffected 
} regular ‘as a pere | WEES ana Holy eek: business again ratec 
house’s regular tenant. It was a per-) “S “Tan 9 ‘ 
| ming. All-nezro revue reopened Sat- (2d Co.)—Erlanger, Buf- | $21,000: standees in most 
mance played without an iniet rdnv (8) after nine weeks in first falo (12-22) os 
with only casual props for scenery.) > —Ferd’s. Baltimore “Kiss and Tell.” Biltmore (55th 
but it was one nonetheless worthy of “Meot the People of 1944” mov es (12-15); Nixon, Pittsburgh ¢16-22), week) (C-920; $3.60). All the run at- | 
by from s A ssi stance Lea: rue 10 try “Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.) Harris traetions affected. exe pt on here: 
tne former Broadway smash hit. ite luck at larver Hollyv rood Music Chi pproximately $11,000 
“Yellow Jack,” which will be re- Mcaco (le-22), slipped to approwimatety 
called as the drama of Dr. Walt Box (21 ‘Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Biltmore. “Life With Father,” Empire (228th 
Reed's tight against the dread is- } Los Anzcles (16): Capitol, Salt Lake week) (C-920: $3.60). Went off. too, | 
itz agains he dread should do same this week. “Caval- os Angeles (16); Salt Lake | got enough to profit, $12,500. 
eese of that mame during ihe ¢ade of Mvsterics” at Playtime took City (17-18); University of Wyoming | 7". ; and Friends,” Plymout! 
| €3.000 for its tyird week, and shogd Audi. Laramic, Wyo. (20); Broad- | week) (D-1.075: $420). An- 
for fine performances bs t. JonnN setter thet tl We (97.98 ‘ 
Fo Cp! G: F.M S. etter that Di 21-22) : _ |ether week and then tour: among | 
Georce PR Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Ameri- season's goodly winners: business off | 
Reeves, Pvt. Grant Richarcs n. St. 1 wint 
Pvt. Philip Borneut and Pvi. Alfre can, St. Louis (12-22), lately: dived to $11,500 but looks like 
Ryde 7 addition to one by Oliv Obituaries Life With Father” (2d Co.)— | cinch on tour. 
Deering, the only femme in the east if Texas. San Antonio (12); Rialo, Tuc-| “Mexiteam Hayride.” Winter Gar- | 
Idea is to tour revival for presen- ee Continued from page 38 on (14): Orpheum, Phocnix (15); den (10th week) (M-1.4: “i $6 ._Ad- 
tation to servicemen in camps. hos- Biltmore. Los Angeles (16-22). vance sale so strong that business | 
pitals, ete. ‘Kahn only six weeks after the death of his ma” (2d Co.) — Erlanger held up to capacity; quoted at $45,- | 
wife, former Beth Kinsey. star of Chicaco (12-22). 469; leads list in Ex.” Bel 
‘DEC ISION’ oreinal Kinsey Komecy Kompany. “Rebecea”—Selwyn, Chicago 1097: $3 60). 
(SHUBERT, NEW HAVEN) Till bessn his show care 94 m Ss 95.00). 
Road troupe of this Edward Cho-| late Marie Dres:!er. Forrest. Philadelphia “Mr. X"; fairly good first full week, 
drama vot aff to fine start 116-22) with gross estimated around $11,500; 
here. Ross hews s ! 2 Carroll Ragan former red‘o seript San Carle Opera Ce.—Eng!'sh. In- | costiy cast. however. 
Matthews plays the ma} ‘ 
ly _ school principal \ ih sincerity. | writer. dicd in Yonkers. N. Y.. April cianapolis (17-18). “Oklahema,” St. James (53d week) 
Ja Tyler is comely and competent 9 At time of death, he wi: con- “Sim Sala B4m”—Nixon, Pittsburgh | ‘M-1.520; $4.80). Line i t b fiTice 
the romantic lead. and Peter Hax-| nected with Commerce and Indus-| (12-15): Ford's. Baltimore (16-22). 
a tendency toward over- try Assn. in N. ¥ fer the Boyvs”—Cass cal ge all the House wilt nem 
Ig, gives a good account of him- De. roit scale; $30,500 
self as the soldier son wt lecides ‘ fenus,” 461th Street 
ok ie on 10 decide: 52. travelis Fun” “One Touch of Venus, 
to carry Acht Waker C. Alexander, 52. t lin rrun, San Fran 
on the fight after his fathe1 ‘27th week) (M- 1,347: 80 An 
IS murdered. Judith Abbott draw re esentative of Nationa atre (12-99) other that 
from a supporting role; Supply, died April Tin Ne “Student . Prince” Geary, San week. when again-appreximated 
val Todd does okay by the lawyer Tenn. Sister and two brothel ul Francisco (12-15): Civic iterium, $34,508. 
part: Goodwin and Mitchell vive. Son Jose (16): Salinas High School “Qnly the Heart.” Bijou (1st 
gle: E the sinister an- Auci.. Salini (ti); A Ozk'and | week) (C-608; $3.60). Looks very 
erder former as the col Carl W. Baker, for years direc- (16-26): High Schoo) Audi... Stockton doubtful: first NCES | 
Play drew favorable comment tor of orchestra in Gladmere thea- (21); Memorial Audi., Fresno +22). 
from writing, staging and technical tre. Lansing, Mich., died Ay 4 in “Toree’s a Family”—Davidson, Mil- $3.60) sped anothe $2 - 
\iewpoints, but left plenty ef con- Ann Arbor. waukee (12-16): Parkway. Macison 
troversy regarding h 46 (000. and the count approximated | 
arding its t (17-18): State. Kalamazoo 119): Eng- $6500: should come back pronto, 
Moiher,; 86, of Sock Fauer, talent’) Ish, Indianapolis (20-22), “till plenty profitable 
agent, died in New York April 8 “Tobacco Read”- Hanna, Cleveland “Public Relations,” Mansfield «lst 
Janie Fine Teronte Anoiher son Edwin.Fauer, on staff (12-16): Colonial, Utica (17-19); Evie. week) (C-1.001; $3.60). Opened last | 
? of N. Y. Times, aiso survives. Schenectady (2-22). Thursday (6); uniformly panned, and | 
F Toronto, April 11. “Tomeorrew the Werld” (2d to have no chance. h | 
“Janie” ‘at the ye Mrs. Augustus Bruni, 74. mother of Selwyn, Chicaco (12-16), Shrine | week) (CD.996: $3 G0) red de the | 
fine $9,090, pine | Frank R. Bruni, Florentine Gardens Mosque, Peoria 17); Orpheum, | ang should lact out toe ceason: | 
top, owner, died Apri! 3 in Oakland, Cal. Sprinvfield. Dl. (18); Fescher, good, but not big. grosses: last week, | 
_ First time in the history of house | a ville (19 Coliseum, Ev i £10 500 estimated. | 
that a play remained here tour con- Mether. 72. of Ear) Kramer. film | (260: Memorial Audi, Louisville on tee.” Center trepent | 
secutive weeks, acent, died April 1 in Beverly Hills. '21-22). ldate) (R-3.000: $1.75). Final and} 


timated $15,000. Piece is scaled to 
and b, o. activity is expected 
balance of entage- 
Crix lavish with posie 


‘Decision’ 4G, N. H. 


New Haven. April 11. 

Break-in of “Decision” road troupe 
drew okay notices here at Shubert 
last weekend, but fe!l down at box- 
olfice. Holy Week didnt help. 
Dropped below $4,000 on four shows 
at $3 top. 

Current is full we-k 


ment. 


of Gilbert 
and Sulli van. Apri) 20-22 gets “ 
land Filing.’ 


High- 
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